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Baptized Money 
 
Life does not consist in the abundance of possessions, says Jesus.  One could just as 
easily say, and some commentators say this is actually closer to the Greek, “The 
abundance of life does not consist in possessions.” 
 
Today Bishop Melissa Skelton blesses our new Baptismal Font.  It is a beautiful bowl 
created for us by Jeff McDougall, son of Sandy and Alec McDougall.  It is donated by 
three people in the congregation.  We are grateful to all of those involved in the 
acquisition of this piece. 
 
But look closer.  Go ahead, turn around and look at it.  Go back to it if you will.  Look 
closely.  It is really only artificial rock covered in colored glass.  It is shaped in such a 
way that when oriented to the earth correctly, it can contain liquids without spilling.  It 
sits on a stand made of the bodies of trees.  That's all it is...that is, to the physical eye. 
 
But look closer yet.  We call it a font, short for fountain, the source of something.  In and 
from it new life flows as we baptize people into the body of Christ, but as in all things, 
that life does not emerge on its own.  It emerges in community.  This is the seedbed of 
relationships. 
 
Now look once again, if you will.  This did not have to be.  It emerged from the creative 
mind and skills of an artist, who, being in the image of God, employed that godlike 
power of creativity to create something beautiful, something which in its own way is a 
reflection of God in that it is beautiful.  God comes to us not just through it but in it.  We 
not only initiate people into the Body of Christ here, but we recognize the relationship 
that God has with this person and with all of us.  It is right, then, that we invite Bishop 
Skelton here to bless it this today, for relationships go to the core of our spiritual lives.  
Our congregation is relational, built on the connections we have with one another.  
Martin Buber, the great Jewish philosopher said that in any true encounter we touch 
eternity. 
 
The lessons today speak the same message.  The writer of Ecclesiastes, exhausted with 
the banality of life as it appears, seems to give up hope of anything having any 
significance.  But as he talks his way through the crisis and into deeper wisdom, he 
comes to the conclusion later in the book that to live one's life simply, grateful for one's 
relationships, is the one thing that matters.  In the portion of the Epistle to the Colossians, 
St. Paul warns us away from those distracting things that are secondary, to focus us on 
the source of all our life-giving relationships—God.  One could summarize by saying, 
Look deeply, beyond the surface, to where you see laid bare the face of Christ in your 
sibling. 
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But the importance of relationships is especially obvious in the Gospel lesson.  Two men 
come to him squabbling over an inheritance.  At insurmountable odds with one another, 
they turn to arbitration.  Arbitration may settle the dispute, but does it restore the 
relationship?  Or is the one who appeals to Jesus willing to sacrifice the relationship with 
his brother for the sake of money?  In a sense it is not unlike the story we read about 
Mary and Martha a couple of weeks ago.  Mary is in relationship with Jesus.  Martha 
could be from the kitchen, but misses the point, until Jesus reminds her of what the better 
part really is. 
 
So now Jesus tells a parable.  It reads like a comic strip.  A rich man's land was very 
productive (Great!  Thanks be to God.)  Only he doesn't say, "Thanks be to God," he 
says, "I..." 

• My land has produced so much. 
• What am I to do with it all? 
• I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, 
• Then I will sit back and relax and take it easy. 

The question is so glaringly obvious by its omission, what about the others?  What about 
those portions of Torah that require assistance to the poor?  What about his family and his 
friends?  What about his newfound capacity to bless others?  It is all pushed out a 
luxurious window by that little word, "I." 
 
Jesus says, “Beware of greed in all its forms.”  Why?  Because greed is the ego in full 
force, loving oneself, but greed cannot love another, cannot really be in relationship with 
another except to use them for personal gain.  Jesus' love for us took him to the Cross.  
Does that look like using us for personal gain?  No, it's a radical invitation to relationship 
at great personal cost.  So, beware of greed in all its forms, for the abundance of life does 
not consist in one's possessions.  It consists in the quality of one's relationships.  Whether 
one has possessions or not is a secondary question.  If relationships come first, those 
resources will be employed in service to those relationships.  If they do not, then life may 
as well end, for there really is no life left. 
 
We are a people gathered around the baptismal font, that place where relationships are 
recognized, and from which we are sent out to create relationships of justice and love in 
the world.  Perhaps today is a day to reassess one's relationships in relation to one's 
possessions; to take time to look deeply at what is important and what is not.  What does 
it mean to be rich toward God?  If our God is relational, then riches with God are 
relational.  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and 
express it by loving your neighbor as yourself.”  How are you using your resources to 
foster relationships that reflect God’s relationship with you? 
 
Some suggestions: 
 
Reassess your giving to the church.  Does it reflect your desired relationship with God?  
Does it express your concern for and involvement in your relationships within the 
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Church?  Does it give credibility to your Christian claim to be concerned for the 
marginalized and powerless in the world? 
 
Do a relational inventory.  What relationships in your life are like that of the two brothers 
in today’s Gospel?  What could you do to move beyond that to reconciliation?  What do 
you need to invest in to better understand the lives of people who are different from you? 
 
Think through your service to the world.  How might that service become more real and 
meaningful by the engagement of a portion of your resources?  What might you do to 
make it clear that relationships are primary? 
 
The abundance of life does not consist in one's possessions.  It consists in how you love 
your neighbor as the way you love your God. 
 


