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Epiphany 2 January 16, 2022 
St. Paul’s/Resurrección, Mount Vernon, WA Rev. Paul Moore 
Parish Meeting Sunday 
 

Behind the Scenes 
 
My mother used to sit down at the piano and just play music.  She played her favorite 
songs, she played English and Spanish songs, she played sometimes just making up 
music as she went.  She did it for soul reasons.  It helped restore her after a stressful day.  
It healed her spirit.  My mother's ability to do that didn't drop out of the sky.  She had 
taken lessons as a girl.  She played all her life.  She worked at it.  She formed her mind 
and her muscle memory to be able to do that.  But even that work was built on a    
foundation.  She was born with a strong musical sense.  She had perfect pitch.  She had a 
good musical ear.  She was born with a musical gift.  She used her gift in Church, with 
the family, in small groups and in teaching.  She blessed many people with that gift.  
What we heard when she returned to the keyboard for her own reasons, was a well-
developed skill rooted in a God-given talent.  God was at work at the deepest levels, 
equipping her with this gift. 
 
Maybe this is a way to understand what the lessons are telling us about the community of 
faith.  In the passage from Sacred History, God promises a humiliated people that they 
will be vindicated.  No longer the wall-flower they see themselves as while in exile, God 
will place them squarely in the middle of the party as the bride, with God as the groom.  
Whatever the socio-political circumstance, there is something deeper going on.  God is at 
work at the deepest levels to bring about restoration and reconciliation. 
 
In the passage from Apostolic Instruction, St. Paul talks about life in the church. 
The Corinthian church was obviously well-equipped.  Gifted people, naturally and 
supernaturally, brought their gifts to the Church, and Paul explains that there is a deep 
underlying reason why this is so.  The Spirit in the Church works to provide these gifts 
and to guide their deployment.  At the deepest level of the Church the Spirit is at work to 
bring about a thriving spiritual life. 
 
In the Gospel lesson, Jesus and his family go to a wedding feast in Cana.  Probably 
family, they share in what was most certainly a community-wide event.  Then the wine 
runs out!  And Mary suggests that Jesus can do something about it.  I'm not sure it's really 
fair to call Jesus' response a rebuff—much is lost in translation and cultural contexts lost 
to us, but we do know what happens.  Water becomes wine, much to the steward's 
surprise and relief, and Jesus reveals his glory and the disciples believe in him.  This 
story comes at the beginning of the Gospel of John. 
 
The other Gospels introduce Jesus by way of baptism and/or birth.  John introduces Jesus 
this way.  More than just saving a party, the symbols of who Jesus is are as good as the 
wine.  Water of purification becomes wine of transformation.  The worst wine comes out 
first, the best last, because the word of Good Friday is nothing compared to the Word of 
Easter Sunday.  This is a wedding, when a new home is formed.  A great wedding 
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between God and God's people is the image of vindication in the lesson from Sacred 
History.  The image appears again in the book of the Revelation, when the Lamb is the 
groom and the Church is the bride, forming a new home for the cosmos, where divisions 
are overcome and all is set right.  There is no way to know if the disciples really 
understood all this, but what they could see, they got, and they believed—just as we 
believe on the basis of what we have, not what we do not have.  God is at work on the 
deepest levels, working the divine transformation in the church and in the world. 
 
Today is Parish Meeting.  The focus for this year is strengthening our foundations.  We 
are not planning any new innovative ministries at this point.  We are seeking to get in 
touch with what God is doing on the deepest levels to work out the divine work in our 
own midst.  The Spirit is at work in the church, equipping and deploying the faithful for 
the work of ministry.  God is playing music through us for God's enjoyment and the 
transformation of the world—because it is healing. 
 
So, what does that mean for us?  We can trust the Spirit in the Church.  Ignatius of 
Loyola was a Spanish soldier in the early 17th century.  Founder of the Society of Jesus, 
otherwise known as the Jesuits, he taught that the Spirit works within to urge us toward 
God and away from what is not God.  That inner working often comes through 
imagination, thoughts that pop into your head, or when you are listening quietly and 
carefully, because God is at work at the deepest levels of your being to bring forth in you 
the image of Christ as you alone can reveal it.  That Ignatian principle of trusting one's 
intuition, of the nudgings of the Spirit, is worthy of our consideration.  God has a real 
vested interest in guiding us.  God is capable of getting messages through.  We can trust 
the Spirit within us. 
 
We can stand shoulder to shoulder because we know our unity is rooted in God.  If you 
looked across the room at that wedding feast, you would have seen young and old, men 
and women, healthy and infirm, beautiful and not so appealing.  In one sense, that 
mattered because each one was who they were, and they were present in all their 
individuality, but on another level, it didn't, because they were all united in one 
purpose—to celebrate the new couple.  We talk about Unity in Diversity, and I think that 
goes to the core of how God works.  Our diversity serves our unity and our unity gives 
room for our diversity.  In the end, however, unity includes and transcends diversity.  We 
have one work to do, and it requires all of us with our various gifts.  We believe that God 
is healing and restoring the world, and that we are recipients of and participants in that 
healing and restoration. 
 
We can act boldly, knowing that God is guiding us.  The church is not perfect.  God has 
carried the Church through some really dark times in the past.  We do not know of what 
our children will judge us, only that they will.  But that's OK.  We have a work to do.  We 
may not do it perfectly, but we will give it our best, and that is good enough.  God does 
not call the equipped, God equips the called, and all of us are called.  It's OK not to be 
perfect, it's not OK to use imperfection as an excuse to do nothing.  So, stand up and act 
boldly.  It's OK.  God is at work at the deepest levels, working out divine transformation 
in the world. 


