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We believe that God is healing and restoring the world,
and that we are recipients of and participants in that healing and restoration.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2021

CHRISTMAS EVE
415 SOUTH 18TH ST., MOUNT VERNON WA 98274-4658
360-424-1822
E-MAIL: STPAULMV@COMCAST.NET
WEBSITE: WWW.STPAULSMV.ORG

The Holy Eucharist - Rite II

W

ELCOME to St. Paul’s! We are grateful for your prayers and presence on this day
in the life of the parish community. We hope that your worship with us will be both
inspirational and spiritually nurturing. Please feel free to participate in the worship service as
much or as little as you wish. Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s
table.

O

ur worship service takes place here and online; it is also being recorded for later
viewing. Fee free to greet one another as is your custom as you gather. When we are
ready to start, our Angels Aloft will sound an opening bell. This signals those gathered
that our service is now being recorded. Please maintain quiet and turn your attention to
our opening activities at this time.
Opening Bell
Welcome
Prelude
Native Statement

Celebrant

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish peoples who have reserve
treaty rights to this land, including the Upper Skagit, Skagit and Swinomish Tribes who have
stewarded this land throughout the generations. We thank these caretakers of this land, who have
lived, and continue to live, here since time immemorial.
Opening
Oye
Come,
All Ye Faithful
The Hymnal 1982 - #83 O come, all
faithful
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Here & next page.

O Come, All Ye Faithful

cont’d.
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Please stand as able

Presider: Blessed be God: Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier.
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria
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Angels We Have Heard On High

Here & next page.

cont’d.

Angels We Have Heard On High

The Collect of the Day
Presider: The Lord be with you.

1 People:
Angels we
heard
on high,
Andhave
also with
you.
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For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and

he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
If you
purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them 4
dohave
this.
Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.

again for any other use.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.
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The Christmas Narrative: ACT III

Reader 1: What if you were God, and you wanted to reveal yourself to a planet: knowing
the awesome disparity between yourself and the human race, how would you reveal
yourself?
Reader 2: I know how I would do it: Power! Come in hard and fast and make like
Marines! (Special Forces, Green Berets, Rainbow 6)!
R-1: But that doesn’t work. Power just makes people mad, and jealous, and want to have
their own way. If you want to undo a knot, you can’t undo it by pulling harder on both
ends of the rope. You undo it by letting go, and working together to loosen the knot.
R-2: So God found a way to loosen the knot of evil in the world… and he did it without
shoving or pulling? How?
R-1: Let us tell you the story.
R-1 (Reading from Luke 2:1-3 NRSV): While it is being read, Mary, Joseph, and infant
Jesus process slowly to Chancel and form a tableau. In those days a decree went out from
Emperor Augustus that all the worldshould be registered. This was the first registration
and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. House lights come up for the remainder of the service for singing.
R-1: Let us sing
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O Little Town of Bethlehem
The Hymnal 1982 - #79 O little town of Bethlehem
The Hymnal 1982 - #79 O little town of Bethlehem
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

cont’d.

R-2 (Reading from Luke 2:4-7 NRSV): Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from
1 O
little town of Bethlehem,
the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
how still
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The
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- #101 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed
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4 Where children pure and happy
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R-1 (Reading from Luke 2:8-14 NRSV): In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favors!”
R-1: Let us sing

Angels We Have Heard On High
The Hymnal 1982 - #96 Angels we have heard on high
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Angels We Have Heard On High

cont’d.
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10
What great brightness did you see?
What glad tidings did you hear?
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

The Hymnal 1982 - #115 What child is this, who, laid to rest
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What Child Is This

cont’d.
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Hark the Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! the herald angels sing

cont’d.

Homily

The Reverend Paul Moore

The Prayers of the People
Presider: Everliving God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
People: That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence.
Here other intercessions may be offered, silently or aloud.
Presider adds a concluding collect.
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The Peace
Presider: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Offertory Anthem

In The Bleak Midwinter

by St. Paul’s Choir
(Prerecorded and played on Zoom)

Communion with Inquiring Soul
Soul: Father, why are we here tonight?
Celebrant: Because, it is a good and joyful thing, always to give thanks to God, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. He gave his Son, Jesus Christ, to be born for us.
By the power of God’s Holy Spirit, Jesus became a human being ~ just like us, And had
a wonderful human Mother, whose name was Mary. When God asked Mary to be the
Savior’s mother, She said, “Yes, I will.” And so we praise God, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn
to proclaim the glory of His Name:
Presider and People:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
15

Soul: So, we are here to give thanks to God?

Celebrant: We give thanks to God, for his goodness and love which was made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be God’s people; in his Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, his Son.
Soul: What did God do?
Celebrant: In these last days God sent his Son, who was made human Through the Virgin
Mary, his mother. God sent him to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
Soul: Does that mean that God has made things right, and made us worthy to stand
before him?
Celebrant: Yes! He has brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness,
and out of death into life. At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is
to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a
hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
Soul: Father, the table is set. What is the bread for?
Celebrant: On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Soul: And what is the wine for?
Celebrant: After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Presider and People:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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Soul: Father, what shall we do? What does God ask of us?
Celebrant: We offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to God, presenting to him,
from his creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the blessed Virgin Mary, and all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of
our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
Soul: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.

The Breaking of the Bread
Presider: God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
People: Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.
Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
The Celebrant and Chalice Bearers lift up the gifts, and the Soul says

Soul: Here are the Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them, and remember that Jesus came for YOU.
So eat the Bread and drink the Wine ~ and be thankful.
Immanuel: Through these Gifts,
“God with us” becomes “God in us.”

Please be seated.

Those present, are invited to receive Holy Communion.
You can approach the altar at the direction of the Presider.
Those with us online, during these next moments of meditation,
wherever you are, receive God’s gifts to you.
We share spiritual communion today.
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Communion Hymn
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
The Hymnal 1982 - #89 It came upon the midnight clear
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It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

1 It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
ÒPeace on the earth, good will to men,

cont’d.
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Holy Night
The Hymnal 1982 - #111 Silent Silent
night, Night,
holy night
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Candy canes handed out to people as they leave the communion rail.

Post Communion Prayer
Presider: Let us pray.
Gracious and loving God,
You have made us one in the body of Christ,
And nourished us at your table with holy food and drink.
Now send us forth to be your people in the world.
Grant us strength to persevere in resisting evil,
And to proclaim in all we say and do
Your Good News in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Christmas Season Blessing
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of
the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of
the Gospel. And the blessing of God Almighty,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, and Life-giver,
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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Closing Hymn
Joy to the World
The Hymnal 1982 - #100 Joy to the world! the Lord is come
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Joy to the World

cont’d.

1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Dismissal

let earth receive her King;
let every
heart dismisses
preparethem
him
room,
The Celebrant
with
these words:
and heaven and nature sing.
2 Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
Presider:
Joy tosongs
the World!
Go in God’s Peace! Alleluia.
let us our
employ,
People:
Thanks
be
to
God.
Alleluia.
while fields and floods, rocks,
hills and plains,
repeat the sounding joy.
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found.
4 He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the
glories
his righteousness,
Thank
youof for
blessing us with your companionship as we
and
wonders
of
his love.
celebrate the coming
of Christ in the holy nativity.
Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
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Our worship is more complete for your participation!

If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.
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St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list. There are forms in the office
for those who would like to put someone on the list. Please speak with Penny Worrell.
All music in this bulletin is reprinted under OneLicense.net license #A-725912

Cover image: https://www.scbaptistchurch.org/sermons/the-traditional-christmas-story-luke-21-20/
Page 25: Retrieved from “Church Pension group” at https://www.cpg.org/global/online-resources/cartoons/calendars/2021/el/
Page 26 image: https://milvarusso.com/blog/our-second-at-jw-marriott-phuket-resort-amp-spa-hotel/
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Color me:

Announcements for December 24, 2021
Welcome to our guests: We are so glad that you are worshipping with us today! Please put your
name and contact information in our guest book so that we may get to know you better.
Mark your calendars now:
1st Sun after Christmas - Christmas Lessons and Carols: Sunday, December 26 at 9:30 a.m.
The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ Liturgy: Sunday, January 2, 2022 at 9:30 a.m.
Epiphany Eucharist: Sunday, January 9, 2022 at 9:30 a.m.
Annual Parish Meeting: Sunday, January 23, 2022 after the 9:30 a.m.
Year End Gifts:
Your Vestry invites you to consider including St. Paul’s in your year-end charitable giving. Let’s
end 2021 with strong witness to gratitude for God’s gifts through this community! You may
place a gift in the offering plate or mail one to the parish office.
Like what you see here?
Join us any Sunday. Please know that Easter and Pentecost, two of our high Holy Days, are on
April 17 and June 5 respectively in 2022. Come and see!
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Welcome to Saint Paul’s!

W

e hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing.
Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish. The
prayer book gives directions as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines.
What is more important is that you bring your complete self to worship God.

E

veryone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table. We use real wine in
the cup. If you wish to receive only a blessing, simply cross your arms in front of you as
the priest approaches. If you do not want to drink from the chalice, keep the piece of bread on
your open palm, and present it to the chalice bearer, who will then dip the bread into the wine
and place it on your tongue. Non-gluten bread is also available. Please inform us if this is your
preference. We ask that those worshiping with us online reverently pray and meditate on God’s
grace and blessing whenever you observe the Eucharist being taken.
The Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel
Bishop

206-325-4200

grickel@ecww.org

The Reverend Paul Moore
Rector

254-368-6475

padrequiteno@gmail.com

The Reverend Dennis Taylor
360-661-1551
Deacon / Faith Community Nurse

deacon2rn@comcast.net

David Sloat

dsloat617@msn.com

713-834-4335
Organist and Music Director

St. Paul’s Office
Parish Administrator
Bookkeeper

360-424-1822

stpaulmv@comcast.net

spbookkeeper@comcast.net

If you would like to receive our e-news, please send a message to stpaulmv@comcast.net.

