SAINT PAUL’S EPIscoPAL CHURCH

We believe that God is healing and restoring the world,
and that we are recipients of and participants in that healing and restoration.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2024
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

415 SOUTH 18TH ST., MOUNT VERNON WA 98274-4658
360-424-1822
E-MAIL: STPAULMV@COMCAST.NET
WEBSITE: WWW.STPAULSMV.ORG



Welcome to St. Paul’s! We are grateful for your prayers and presence on this day in the life of
the parish community. We hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually
nurturing. Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish.
Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table.

Our worship service takes place here and online; it is also being recorded for later viewing.
Feel free to greet one another as is your custom as you gather. When we are ready to start, our
Angels Aloft will sound an opening bell. This signals those gathered that our service is now
being recorded. Please maintain quiet and turn your attention to our opening activities at this
time.
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The Holy Eucharist - Rite Il

Opening Bell

WVBICOMIE . ...t b et b e Presider

ANNOUNCEMENTS ...ttt sttt be et e sbe et sreeneesreetesreeneenes Member of Vestry

Prefude.......cccoovevviveneiiennn, “Lo How a Rose E’re Blooming™......... Elizabeth Mahoney Niven
Land ACKNOWIEAGEMENT . .......ciiiiieieieie ettt e Presider

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish peoples who have
reserve treaty rights to this land, including the Skagit Tribe who have stewarded this land
throughout the generations. We thank these caretakers of this land, who have lived, and
continue to live here, since time immemorial.

Mission Statement

Presider and People:
We believe that God is healing and restoring the world, and that we are recipients of and
participants in that healing and restoration.



Opening HYMN .......cccoovvieneiiene e, Todo la Tierra.....cceeeveeveneennenn, Hymn 56, Verses 1-4
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The Opening Acclamation

Presider: Blessed be God: Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen

The Collect For Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Trisagion (sung x3)
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The Collect of the Day
Presider: God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.

Presider and People:

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because
we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily
help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Please be seated.

A Reading From Zephaniah 3:14-20
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.
The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory;

he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors at that time.
And | will save the lame and gather the outcast,

and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.
At that time | will bring you home, at the time when | gather you;

for 1 will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth,



when | restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.

Canticle 9

1 PR o P!!!q §
i 4 i i i1 1 L N ) I ] 3 ¥
[ 1.1 8L 1 i' H LR ! F ‘ g ) }
-

‘) -

Ring out your joy, in-hab-i-tants of Zi-on; the Ho-ly One of Is-ra-elis

ha=aa
£;\j
}

Il “E
v —
5 i S —

in the midst of you,

Surely, it is/God who saves me;”*
I will trust in him and /not be afraid, g

For the Lord is my stronghold /and my sure defense, o
and he will /be my Savier. [ANTIPHON]

Therefore you shall draw water /with rejoicing®
from the /springs of salvation.
And on that /day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and/call upon his Name; [ANTIPHON]

Make his deeds known a/mong the peoples; ¥
: [SEY
see that they remember that his [Name is exalted.
Sing the praisos of the Lord, for /he has done great things, ¥
and this is fknown in all the world. [ANTIPHON]
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People: Thanks be to God.

A Reading From Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Gradual Hymn ..o Rejoice in the Lord AlWays..........cccocevveiinieniniieneenn. Canon
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Presider: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke 3:7-18

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to
yourselves, "We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire."

And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them, "Whoever has
two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise." Even
tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?" He said
to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And
we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages."

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying,
"l baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; | am not worthy
to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.



B LIRS TT 1 (0 o R The Rev. Paul Moore

Please stand as able.
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

The Leader and People pray responsively



Leader: With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have
mercy."

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let
us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this city of Mount Vernon, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For , let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives,
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of St. Paul and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another,
and all our life, to Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.

Silence.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Presider: Let us confess our sins to God.

Presider and People: God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,
and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have
done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our
Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Presider speaks an Absolution.

The Peace / La Paz

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. / La paz del Sefior sea siempre con
ustedes.
People: And also with you. /'Y con tu espiritu.

If you are worshiping with us virtually, use the chat function to “say” peace to your fellow
parishioners, or text/email someone with whom you would like to share the peace of Christ.

Celebrations and Thanksgiving of Life

Offertory ..o “My Soul Gives GIory” .......ccccevveeieiencnenn. St. Paul’s Choir
Johanna and Mackenzie Conver, flute

Your gifts are much appreciated.
If you are joining this live stream, you may mail your offering/pledge to 415 S. 18" Street,
Mount Vernon, WA 98274. You can also make payments online at www.stpaulsmv.org

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen



The Holy Communion - Eucharistic Prayer B

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to come forward for communion or
blessing. Gluten free wafers are available. The assembly is invited to stand
as they are able for the Eucharistic Prayer.

Intinction, also known as dipping the bread in the wine, is not practiced here. If you do not
wish to drink from the common cup, please cross your arms in front of our chest as the chalice
bearer approaches. The full grace of the sacrament is received with only the bread.

Presider: God be with you.

People: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift our hearts to God.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the One who created us.
People: Itisrightto give God thanks and praise.

Presider: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, the
Maker of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in
him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the
world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name::
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Presider: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. Through
Mary’s Holy Child, you have delivered us from evil and made us worthy to stand before you.
You have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
10



On the night before he died for us, Jesus took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O God,

Presider and People

We remember Christ’s death,

We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;

Presider: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Dear One; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Inthe
fullness of time, gather all things into the circle of Christ’s love, and bring us to that heavenly
country where with St. Paul and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of all your
children; through Jesus Christ, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author
of our salvation.

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Most Blessed One, now and forever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing:
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The Breaking of the Bread

Presider: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

The Fraction Song
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Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Please be seated.

Those present are invited to receive Holy Communion. You can approach the altar at the
direction of the usher.

Those with us online, during these next moments of meditation, wherever you are,
receive God'’s gifts to you.

We share spiritual communion today.

Communion Hymn........... There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying............ccccevuenee. Hymn 75
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Sending out of Eucharistic Ministers:
The Presider sends forth the Eucharistic Minister with a blessing:

Presider: We who are many are one body
People: Because we all share one bread, one cup.

Presider: In the name of God and of this congregation we send you forth, bearing these
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of
Christ’s body and blood.

People: As you have been fed, now feed others in the name of Christ.

Presider: Our prayers go with you, go in peace. Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

Presider: Let us pray.

People and Presider: God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with
all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that
we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life
of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing
Closing HYymMnN ..o On Jordan’s Bank ..........ccccoceiiiiiiiiiiiiciins Hymn 76

Dismissal

Presider: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude.........cceoeiririninnen Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying............ Mackenzie Conver, flute
Johanna Conver, flute
Jeannette Conver, piano
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Offertory - Thank you for giving!
Please drop your offering in the church’s mailbox or mail it to:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
415 S. 18" Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98274
You can also make payments online at www.stpaulsmv.org

Serving Today:
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Presider and Preacher The Rev. Paul Moore
Deacon: The Rev. Dennis Taylor
Musician J.J. Cully
Guest Musicians Elizabeth Mahoney Niven
Mackenzie, Johanna, and Jeannette Conver
Cantor Alec McDougall
Eucharistic Minister: Acacia McDermott
Eucharistic Visitors: Sandy McDougall & Shelley Powell
Greeters: Laura Molloy & Debby Bloom
Lectors: Nicole Smith & Bonnie Schuh
Counters: Bonnie Schuh & Joe Thomas

St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list. Please email Penny Worrell at
penny.worrell@gmail.com.

All music used during this service is licensed for online streaming through OneLicense.net #A-725912
Cover Image https://stock.adobe.com/search?k=%22third+sunday+of+advent%22

Flowers
The altar flowers this Sunday are given by Kathi Forbes in memory of her brother, James
Clayton Ricketts.
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Announcements and Opportunities

Welcome to our guests: We are so glad that you are worshipping with us today! Please put your
name and contact information in our guest book so that we may get to know you better.

SonShine Stitchers
The SonShine Stitchers meet the first and third Wednesdays from 1 to 3 pm at the church.
Please join us. Bring a project, an idea, a friend. All are welcome.

Things to do to participate in our community
Check out the whiteboard in the narthex for interesting events and happenings in the area.
You can also sign up for church activities (such as flowers or coffee hour) in the Parish Hall.

First Posada

La Iglesia Episcopal de la Resurreccion respectfully invites members of St. Paul's to share
with them in the first Posada, which will take place in the Parish Hall on December 15th at 6
p.m.

Family Promise Gift Card Drive

The Winter shelter which will serve homeless families living in cars, tents etc. opened this
week at Family Promise. Now through December 31st, donations of gift cards of $25 or less
will be appreciated. Please purchase Fred Meyer, Safeway, or Walmart gift cards. These gift
cards will help with food, gas, clothes, toiletries and more. Drop your gift cards in the
collection plate or make a check out to St. Paul's and mention "Family Promise™ in the memo
line. If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Johnson.

December Bilingual Service
There will be a bilingual service on December 29th, the Sunday after Christmas, at 10:30 a.m.
A potluck will follow where we will share New Year's traditions from different cultures.

Art in the Narthex

Do you have art you would like to display in the narthex? Religious or otherwise, we enjoy
seeing what parishioners enjoy in their homes. It does not have to be your own artwork. It can
be fiber, glass, paint, sculpture or whatever medium. Contact Val Aadsen (360-298-3675) or
Margie Lauer (425.248.9336) for scheduling. The art in the Narthex from the children of
Skagit Art Preschool.

Mayor’s Coffee Hour, Around Mount Vernon

You are invited to join us for Mayor’s Coffee Hour on Tuesday, Dec. 17 from 10-11am at
COA Mexican Eatery. This is a great opportunity for residents to ask Mayor Donovan
questions, hear what’s happening at the city, discuss concerns, and relay ideas.

You are also invited to view the December “Around Mount Vernon” video, produced by the
city’s TV10. Short (2-3 min) videos highlighting some of the interesting things in our city.
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Welcome to Saint Paul’s!

We hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing. Please feel free
to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish. The prayer book gives directions
as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines. What is more important is that you
bring your complete self to worship God.

Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table. We use real wine in the cup.
Intinction, which is also known as dipping the bread in the wine, is not practiced here. If you do not
wish to drink from the common cup, please cross your arms in front of your chest as the chalice bearer
approaches. The full grace of the sacrament is received with only the bread, which is gluten free.

We ask that those worshiping with us online reverently pray and meditate on God’s grace and blessing
whenever you observe the Eucharist being taken.

TELECOIL ASSIST AVAILABLE. HEADPHONES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE,

PLEASE SEE A GREETER.
s oar

The Episcopal Diocese of Olympia 206-325-4200 https://ecww.org/

The Reverend Paul Moore 254-368-6475 rector@stpaulsmv.org
Rector

The Reverend Dennis Taylor 360-661-1551 deacon2rn@comcast.net
Deacon / Faith Community Nurse

J.J. Cully music@stpaulsmv.org
Organist and Music Director

St. Paul’s Office 360-424-1822 stpaulmv@comcast.net

David Lorente, Parish Administrator

If you would like to receive our e-news, please send a message to stpaulmv@comecast.net.

Offertory - Thank you for giving!
Please drop your offering in the church’s mailbox or mail it to:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
415'S. 18" Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98274
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