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Welcome to St. Paul’s!  We are grateful for your prayers and presence on this day in the life of 

the parish community. We hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and 

spiritually nurturing. Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as 

you wish.  Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table. 

Our worship service takes place here and online; it is also being recorded for later viewing. 

Feel free to greet one another as is your custom as you gather. When we are ready to start, our 

Angels Aloft will sound an opening bell. This signals those gathered that our service is now 

being recorded.  Please maintain quiet and turn your attention to our opening activities at this 

time. 

 

 

 

The Holy Eucharist - Rite II 
Opening Bell 

Welcome ......................................................................................................................... Celebrant 

Announcements  ................................................................................................. Member of Vestry 

 

Prelude .................... Amazing Grace / I Could Sing of Your Love Forever ............ Arr. Tornquist 

  

Land Acknowledgement ................................................................................................. Celebrant 

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish peoples who have 

reserve treaty rights to this land, especially the Skagit Nation who have stewarded this land 

throughout the generations. We thank these caretakers of the land, who have lived here and 

continue to live here since time immemorial. 

 

Mission Statement 

Presider and People: 

We believe that God is healing and restoring the world, and that we are recipients of and 

participants in that healing and restoration. 

 

The Word of God 

Please stand as able. 
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Opening Hymn .............................. Faith of Our Fathers 

Opening Acclamation 

Presider:  Blessed be God: Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.  

People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  Amen 

 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise 

Gloria ......................................................................................................................... Hymn S280 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Presider:  God be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Presider:   Let us pray. 
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Presider and People: 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an 

example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, 

and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

A Reading from Jeremiah 23:23-29 

Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret places so that 

I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. I have heard 

what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, "I have dreamed, I have 

dreamed!" How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back-- those who prophesy lies, 

and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my people forget my name 

by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let 

the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word 

faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. Is not my word like fire, says 

the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

 Lector:  The Word of the Lord.  

People:  Thanks be to God.  

  

 

Psalm 82:1-2, 4.7 

1. God takes his stand in the council of heaven; he gives judgment in the midst of the gods: 

“How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the wicked?  

2. Rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of the wicked. 

They do not know, neither do the understand; they go about in darkness; all the ffoundations 

of the earth are shaken. 

3. Now I say to you, “You are gods, and all of you children of the Most High; 

Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.” 
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A Reading from Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians 

attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been 

encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 

disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets-- who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped 

the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies 

to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept 

release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even 

chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed 

by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented-- of 

whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and 

holes in the ground. 

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, 

since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 

weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set 

before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that 

was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 

hand of the throne of God. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gradual Hymn ..................................... Stand By Me .................................................. Next page 
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Gradual Hymn ..................................... Stand By Me 
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Presider:   The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 12:49-56 

People: Glory to you Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a 

baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! Do you 

think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now 

on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; they will be 

divided: 

father against son 

and son against father, 

mother against daughter 

and daughter against mother, 

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law." 

He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, `It is 

going to rain'; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, `There 

will be scorching heat'; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 

appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?" 

Presider:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Please be seated. 

The Sermon ............................................................................ The Reverend Vicki Smaby Wesen 

Please stand as able. 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
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 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People Form VI 

The leader reads regular type, the People respond boldly 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work;  

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation;  

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean, our presiding bishop, and Philip, our bishop, and all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 
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Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

Leader: Let us pray for the search process for our congregations; 

Eternal Guide, please watch over our steps as the congregations of Resurreccion and Saint 

Paul’s walk the path of selecting a new rector. Guide the hearts and minds of those who 

will choose a spiritual leader and pastor for us – a leader who will care for your people 

and prepare us for our ministries.  We ask that you bless them with insight, faithfulness, 

patience, and joy, so that they may truly hear your voice during their decision-making.  

Open the hearts of those who feel called to embark on this journey to an unfamiliar place, 

and walk with us as we trust in this process together.  For the wonder of your love, Amen

   

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

Silence may be kept. 

Presider and People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful God; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known 

and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may 

live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Presider speaks an Absolution. 

The Peace / La Paz 

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. / La paz del Señor sea siempre con ustedes. 

People:   And also with you. / Y con tu espíritu. 

If you are worshiping with us virtually, use the chat function to “say”  

peace to your fellow parishioners, or text/email someone with whom you  

would like to share the peace of Christ. 
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Celebrations and Thanksgiving of Life 

Offertory ............................................ We Belong to You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your gifts are much appreciated. 

If you are joining this live stream, you may mail your offering/pledge to 415 S. 18th Street,  

Mount Vernon, WA 98274. You can also make payments online at www.stpaulsmv.org 
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Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly hosts 

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 

The Holy Communion      Eucharistic Prayer A 

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to come forward  

for communion or blessing. Gluten free wafers are available.  

The assembly is invited to stand as they are able for the Eucharistic Prayer. 

Intinction, also known as dipping the bread in the wine, is not practiced here.  If you do not 

wish to drink from the common cup, please cross your arms in front of our chest as the chalice 

bearer approaches.  The full grace of the sacrament is received with only the bread. 

 Please stand as able 

Presider:  May God be with you. 

People:  And also with you.  

Presider:  Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them to God. 

Presider: Let us give thanks to the One who created us. 

People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

Presider: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

the Creator of heaven and earth.  

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Presider: O God, you are holy and gracious: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 

reconcile us to you, our Rock and our Foundation.  

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Jesus took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Presider and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

Presider: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Most Holy God, in this sacrifice of 

praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal Reign.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Most Blessed One, now and forever. 

Amen.   

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Presider:   Alleluia!  Christ Our Passover is sacrificed for us: 

People:   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

The Fraction Song 

 

Presider: The gifts of God for the People of God. 

Please be seated. 

Those present are invited to receive Holy Communion. You can approach the altar at the 

direction of the usher. 

Those with us online, during these next moments of meditation, wherever you are, receive God’s 

gifts to you. We share spiritual communion today. 
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Communion Hymn ............................ We Walk by Faith 

Sending out of Eucharistic Visitors: 

The Deacon sends forth the Eucharistic Visitors with a blessing: 

Deacon:  We who are many are one body 

People:   Because we all share one bread, one cup. 

Deacon:   In the name of God and of this congregation we send you forth, bearing these holy 

gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and 

blood. 

People:   As you have been fed, now feed others in the name of Christ. 

Deacon:  Our prayers go with you, go in peace.  Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 

Presider:  Let us pray. 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 

united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 

heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 
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your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of  Christ our 

Savior. Amen. 

Blessing 

Closing Hymn ................... I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light .............................. Hymn 490 

Dismissal 

Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People:    Thanks be to God. 

Postlude ....................................... To God Be the Glory ................................... Crosby and Doane 

    
 

 

Altar Flowers 

The flowers in the sanctuary today are brought to us by Beth Fuentes in celebration of her 

husband Paul’s 50 birthday.  Congratulation Paul!   Thanks so much Beth! 

Please sign up in the parish hall if you wish to contribute to this ongoing ministry. 

Coffee Hour 

Please sign up on the clipboard in the Parish Hall to host a coffee hour.  We have August 24 and 

all of September (7, 14, 21, 28) open. Questions?  Contact Melissa Bird 360.622.1008 

Forward Day by Day 

The August, September, October edition of Day by Day is now available on the table outside the 

office. 

Memorial Service for Stephen Corlett Schuh "Farmer Steve" 

The memorial service for Steve Schuh will be held at St. Paul's on Friday, August 22, 2025, at 2 

p.m.  All are welcome.  For those who are able, please park next door at Trinity Lutheran 

Church.  Their parking lots are available to St. Paul's for this service and it would be helpful to 

allow those less familiar with the church to park in the St. Paul's lots.  Overflow seating will be 

provided in the Parish Hall with live audio and video feed to accommodate everyone.  A 

reception will immediately follow the service at the Schuh Farms bakery barn, located on the 

south side of Memorial Highway, across the street from Steve's house and the main farm store. 

Books in the Parish Hall 

There are a variety of books on the credenza in the Parish Hall.  Browse a bit and see if there is 

something there of interest for you.   

 

Announcements And Opportunities 

Welcome to our guests: We are so glad that you are worshipping with us today!  Please put your 

name and contact information in our guest book so that we may get to know you better. 



16 

 

Serving Today: 

9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 Presider and Preacher: The Reverend Vicki Smaby Wesen 

 Serving:  Deacon Dennis Taylor 

 Music Director: J.J. Cully 

 Eucharistic Minister:   Sharon Rader 

 Eucharistic Visitors: Sandy McDougall & Sue Shepherd 

 Acolyte:  Acacia McDermott 

 Greeters:    Penny Worrell & Carol Treston 

 Lector(s):   Elizabeth Mahoney & Jen McCabe 

 Counters:  Bud Burnham & Joe Thomas 

 

Welcome to Saint Paul’s! 
We hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing.  Please 

feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish.  The prayer book 

gives directions as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines.  What is 

more important is that you bring your complete self to worship God. 

We ask that those worshiping with us online reverently pray and meditate on God’s grace and 

blessing whenever you observe the Eucharist being taken. 

 

 

 
 TELECOIL ASSIST AVAILABLE.   HEADPHONES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE, 

     PLEASE SEE A GREETER. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list.  

Please email Acacia McDermott redwoodam@proton.me. 
All music used during this service is licensed for online streaming through OneLicense.net #A-725912   

Cover image: https://hbcharlesjr.com/resource-library/sermon-outlines/the-rich-fool-luke-1213-21-2/ 

Psalm copyright 1982 by James E Barrett in The Psalmnary.  Permission for reproduction in service bulletin 

granted by The Hymnary Press. 

 


