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Morning Prayer, Rite II

Welcome and Announcements 

   Please stand as you are able.

Opening Hymn           Near to the Heart of God          
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Opening Sentence  
 

Officiant:  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”    

Luke 15:18, 19

Confession of Sin

The Officiant says to the people:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Officiant stands and says:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.
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The Invitatory and Psalter
     

 All stand, as able.

Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 
 People:    And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 Officiant and People:

Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Officiant:    The Lord is full of compassion and mercy:  
  People:     Come let us adore him.

Officiant and People:

Venite            Psalm 95:1-7

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving *
    and raise a loud shout to God with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
    and a great King above all gods.
In God’s hand are the caverns of the earth, *
    and the heights of the hills are God’s also.
The sea is God’s, for God made it, *
    and God’s hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For the Lord is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. *
    Oh, that today you would hearken to God’s voice!3
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The people are seated.

Psalm 51:1-13                

1  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; *
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

2  Wash me through and through from my wickedness *
  and cleanse me from my sin.

3  For I know my transgressions, *
  and my sin is ever before me.

4  Against you only have I sinned *
  and done what is evil in your sight.

5  And so you are justified when you speak *
  and upright in your judgment.

6  Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, *
  a sinner from my mother’s womb.

7  For behold, you look for truth deep within me, *
  and will make me understand wisdom secretly.

8  Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; *
  wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.

9  Make me hear of joy and gladness, *
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.

10  Hide your face from my sins *
  and blot out all my iniquities.



11  Create in me a clean heart, O God, *
  and renew a right spirit within me.

12  Cast me not away from your presence *
  and take not your holy Spirit from me.

13  Give me the joy of your saving help again *
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Readings 

A period of silence will follow each reading.

Jeremiah 31:31-34
The people remain seated.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say 
to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 
more. 
 
Lector:   The Word of the Lord.   
People:  Thanks be to God

Silence.5
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     All stand, as able.

Canticle D        A Song of the Wilderness      Isaiah 35:1-7,10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, *
 the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
It shall blossom abundantly, *
 and rejoice with joy and singing.
They shall see the glory of the Lord, *
 the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weary hands, *
 and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! *
 Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.”
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, *
 and the ears of the deaf be unstopped.
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, *
 and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness *
 and streams in the desert;
The burning sand shall become a pool *
 and the thirsty ground, springs of water.
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, *
 with everlasting joy upon their heads.
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, *
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.



Hebrews 5:5-10
The people are seated.

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one 
who said to him,
 “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place,
 “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because 
of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through 
what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal sal-
vation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according 
to the order of Melchizedek.

Lector:   The Word of the Lord.    
People:  Thanks be to God

Silence.

    All stand, as able.

Canticle E         A Song of Jerusalem Our Mother      Isaiah 66:10-14

Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for her *
 all you who love her,
Rejoice, rejoice with her, *
 all you who mourn over her,
That you may drink deeply with delight *
 from her comforting breast.
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For thus says our God, *
 “I will extend peace to her like a river,
 the wealth of nations like an overflowing stream.
“You shall nurse and be carried on her arm,
 and you shall nestle in her lap.
“As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; *
 you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
“You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice, *
 you shall flourish like the grass of the fields.”

John 12:20-33
The people are seated.

    Officiant: A reading from the Gospel of John. 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish 
to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, 
and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves 
me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves 
me, the Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The 
crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has 
spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 
Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said 
this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

Officiant:  The Word of the Lord.
  People:   Thanks be to God



Silence.

    All stand, as able.

Canticle F       A Song of Lamentation        Lamentations 1:12,16; 3:19,22-24,26

Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? *
 Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow,
Which was brought upon me, *
 inflicted by God’s fierce anger.
For these things I weep; my eyes flow with tears, *
 for a comforter is far from me, one to revive my courage.
Remember my affliction and my bitterness, *
 wormwood and gall!
The steadfast love of God never ceases, *
 God’s mercies never end.
They are new every morning; *
 great is your faithfulness.
“God is my portion,” says my soul, *
 “therefore will I hope in God.”
It is good that we should wait quietly *
 for the coming of God’s salvation.

The people are seated.
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The Sermon                               The Reverend Dennis Taylor

Hymn                 Jesus Calls Us
The Hymnal 1982 - #550 Jesus calls us; oÕer the tumult

1 Jesus calls us; oÕer the tumult
of our lifeÕs wild, restless sea,

day by day his clear voice soundeth,
saying, ÒChristian, follow me;Ó

2 as, of old, Saint Andrew heard it
by the Galilean lake,



Apostles’ Creed

All stand, as able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
  and born of the Virgin Mary.
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  was crucified, died, and was buried.
 He descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again.
 He ascended into heaven,
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers

All stand, as able.

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Officiant: Let us pray. 
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The Officiant and People say together:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name,
     thy kingdom come,
     thy will be done,
         on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
     as we forgive those
         who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
     and the power, and the glory,
     for ever and ever. Amen.

The Officiant and People say responsively:

 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety.
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.



Collects

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of 
sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you 
promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely 
there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection 
of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that 
the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the 
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our 
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done 
your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give 
you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to 
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord God, almighty and everlasting One, you have brought us in safety to this new 
day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be 
overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in 
quietness and confidence shall be our strength: By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we 
pray thee, to thy presence, where we may be still and know that thou art God; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we 
offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and 

13



ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

Hymn                     O Jesus, I Have Promised

Celebrations and Thanksgiving of Life
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The Hymnal 1982 - #655 O Jesus, I have promised

1 O Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end:

be thou for ever near me,
my Master and my friend;

I shall not fear the battle,
if thou art by my side,

nor wander from the pathway,
if thou wilt be my guide.

2 O let me hear thee speaking
in accents clear and still,

above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;

O speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;

O speak, and make me
listen, thou guardian of my soul.



Prayers of the People

Silence.

Reader:  I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop; 
for this gathering; and for all ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.

Silence.

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all 
people. Pray for justice and peace.

Silence.

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in pris-
on. Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Silence.

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.

Silence.

I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died.

Silence.

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Silence.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.15



The General Thanksgiving

Officiant and People:

Almighty God, Source of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us 
in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer over the People

Officiant:    Let us bless the Lord.  
   People:   Thanks be to God. 

Officiant:  Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you   
       always. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn               At the Name of Jesus              

     

 

The Hymnal 1982 - #435 At the Name of Jesus

1 At the Name of Jesus
every knee shall bow,

every tongue confess him
King of glory now;

Õtis the FatherÕs pleasure
we should call him Lord
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 Offertory - Thank you for giving!

 Please drop your offering in the church’s mailbox or mail it to:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

415 S. 18th Street

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

    Celebrations and Thanksgiving of Life
Submit your celebrations of birthdays and other life events to be read aloud in the service 
via email (stpaulmv@comcast.net) by Wednesday afternoons at 2:00 p.m.

St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list. 
Please email Penny Worrell at penny.worrell@gmail.com.

All music used during this service is licensed for online streaming through OneLicense.net #A-725912      
Cover image: http://www.bridgelangley.org/journal/2019/3/29/sunday-march-31

One Parish, One Prisoner (OPOP)
“I was in prison and you came to visit me.”

(Matthew 25:36b)
 
Statistics show that the likelihood of someone recently out of jail to be back in jail in a 
year’s time is 50%.  The number grows with time.  However, programs, especially 
faith-based programs, have a proven effect of lowering that figure to as low as 10%. 
Chris Hoke with Underground Ministries, has developed a program called One Parish, 
One Prisoner that seeks to provide this kind of program.  More information can be 
found at the website, undergroundministries.org/opop. The Vestry has embraced the 
program in cooperation with Resurrección.  Chris has a prisoner in mind whom he 
believes would be a good fit. A committee of 6-8 people is needed to steer us through 
this exciting ministry.  We have 6 so far.  We are looking for two more with connections 
in the community and a heart for this ministry. If this is something that tugs at your 
heart, please give Fr. Paul a call or send him an e-mail. Thank you!



Th e Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel  206-325-4200           grickel@ecww.org
   Bishop

The Reverend Paul Moore  254-368-6475           padrequiteno@gmail.com  
  Rector

The Reverend Dennis Taylor  360-661-1551           deacon2rn@comcast.net  
  Deacon / Faith Community Nurse

David Sloat    713-834-4335          dsloat617@msn.com
  Organist and Music Director

St. Paul’s Office    360-424-1822  
 Parish Administrator            stpaulmv@comcast.net 

  Bookkeeper             spbookkeeper@comcast.net

If you would like to receive our e-news, please send a message to stpaulmv@comcast.net. 

Welcome to Saint Paul’s!

We hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing.  
Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish.  The 

prayer book gives directions as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines.  
What is more important is that you bring your complete self to worship God. 

Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table.  During the pandemic, 
we share Communion in spirit.  We ask that those worshiping with us online reverently pray 

and meditate on God’s grace and blessing whenever you observe the Eucharist being taken.


