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The Holy Eucharist - Enriching Our Worship

W

ELCOME to St. Paul’s! We are grateful for your prayers and presence on this day
in the life of the parish community. We hope that your worship with us will be both
inspirational and spiritually nurturing. Please feel free to participate in the worship service as
much or as little as you wish. Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s
table.
ur worship service takes place here and online; it is also being recorded for later
viewing. Fee free to greet one another as is your custom as you gather. When we
are ready to start, our Angels Aloft will sound an opening bell. This signals those gathered that our service is now being recorded. Please maintain quiet and turn your attention to our opening activities at this time.

O

Opening Bell
Welcome
Announcements

Celebrant
Member of Vestry

Prelude
Native Statement

Celebrant

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish peoples who have reserve
treaty rights to this land, including the Upper Skagit, Skagit and Swinomish Tribes who have
stewarded this land throughout the generations. We thank these caretakers of this land, who have
lived, and continue to live, here since time immemorial.
Mission Statement
Presider and People:

1 We believe that God is healing and restoring the world, and that we are recipients of and
participants in that healing and restoration.

Opening
Hymn
Star is
This so bright
The Hymnal
1982 - #124 What star isWhat
this, with
beams

Please stand as able.

Presider: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.

1 People:
What star
is this,
with
bright,
Glory
to God
for beams
ever andsoever.
more beauteous than the noonday light?
It shines to herald forth the King,

2

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 Angels we have heard on high,

The Collect
Presider: God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the
earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your
glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Please be seated.

A Reading from Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: With your help, O God, we will listen and live.
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Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
1

Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;

2

That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;

3

That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.

4

He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.

5

He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.

6
7

5

In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

10

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.

11

All kings shall bow down before him, *
and all the nations do him service.

12

For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, *
and the oppressed who has no helper.

13

He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.

14

He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

A Reading from Ephesians 3:1-12
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles-- for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was
given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote
above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding
of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:
that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given
me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and
to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created
all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: With your help, O God, we will listen and live.

Please stand as able.

Gradual Hymn
We Three Kings of Orient Are
The Hymnal 1982 - #128 We three kings of Orient are

Here & next page.

6

We Three Kings of Orient Are

7

cont’d.

Presider: The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According to Matthew 2:1-12
People: Glory to you, O Christ.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go
and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
Presider: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

The Reverend Paul Moore
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
9

The Prayers of the People
Eucharistic Minister: In peace and in faith, let us offer our prayers,
Silence.

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For our Presiding Bishop, and Greg our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence.
The People may add their own petitions.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence.
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The People may add their own thanksgivings.

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence.

The People may add their own petitions.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.

Presider and People:
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect.
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Confession and Absolution
Presider: Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.

Presider and People:
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
Presider speaks an Absolution.

The Peace / La Paz
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. / La paz del Señor sea siempre con
ustedes.

People: And also with you. / Y con tu espíritu.

For those of you worshiping in person, please remain in your pew during the Peace.
If you are worshiping with us virtually, use the chat function to “say” peace to your fellow
parishioners, or text/email someone with whom you would like to share the peace of Christ.
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Celebrations and Thanksgiving of Life
Your gifts are much appreciated.
If you are joining this live stream, you may mail your offering/pledge to 415 S. 18th Street,
Mount Vernon, WA 98274. You can also make payments online at www.stpaulsmv.org

The Hymnal 1982 - #119 As with gladness men of old
The Hymnal 1982 - #119 As with gladness men of old
The Hymnal
1982 - #119 As with
gladness
men Men
of oldof Old
Offertory
Hymn
As with
Gladness
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The Holy Communion

Eucharistic Prayer 1

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to come forward for communion or
blessing. Glutenfree wafers are available. The assembly is invited to stand for the Eucharistic Prayer.

Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Presider: It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source
of life and fountain of mercy. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have
caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face
of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and
with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:
Presider and People:
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Presider: You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and
show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and
in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated
your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care
for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. Through Abraham and Sarah
you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the
wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom
and life.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat:
This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Presider and People:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation
this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of
our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage
of your daughters and sons, that with Saint Paul and all your saints, past, present, and
yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.
15

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.
Presider: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:
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The Breaking of the Bread
Presider: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Please be seated.
Those present, are invited to receive Holy Communion.
You can approach the altar at the direction of the Presider.
Those with us online, during these next moments of meditation,
wherever you are, receive God’s gifts to you.
We share spiritual communion today.

Communion Hymn

What Child is This, Who, Laid to Rest

The Hymnal 1982 - #115 What child is this, who, laid to rest
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Here & next page.

What Child is This, Who, Laid to Rest

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on MaryÕs lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,

cont’d.
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Sending out of Eucharistic Visitors:
The Presider sends forth the Eucharistic Minister with a blessing:

Presider: We who are many are one body
People: Because we all share one bread, one cup.
Presider: In the name of God and of this congregation we send you forth, bearing these
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of
Christ’s body and blood.
People: As you have been fed, now feed others in the name of Christ.
Presider: Our prayers go with you. Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
Presider: Let us pray.
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a
people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and
continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing

Closing Hymn
Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning
Here & next page.
The Hymnal 1982 - #117 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning
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Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning

cont’d.

Dismissal
The Celebrant dismisses them with these words:

Presider: Holy eternal Majesty, Holy incarnate Word, Holy abiding Spirit, Bless you for
evermore. Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia.
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- You are invited to enjoy the gift of postlude music and then greet your friends afterwards.
Offertory - Thank you for giving!
Please drop your offering in the church’s mailbox or mail it to:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
415 S. 18th Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Annual Parish Meeting
Our Parish Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 16, 2022 following the 9:30
a.m. worship service. Please plan to join us in person or on zoom for this opportunity to
celebrate and reflect on what we have done and to pray our way forward together. Your
reports are due by January 12, 2022 via email to stpaulmv@comcast.net. Thank you for
all you do!
Serving Today:
8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
Eucharistic Minister:

Margaret Bird

9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Presider:
Music Director:
Eucharistic Minister:
Greeters:
Counters:

The Reverend Paul Moore
David Sloat
Andy Schuh
Paul Thompson, Sherri Greenleaf
Sharon Johnson and Carol Boss

Your Vestry members request your prayers for this congregation and their leadership. They want
to be in conversation with you. Speak with them so they know the needs of the congregation:
Sara Young
Susan Cooper
Joe Thomas
Dan Niven
Margie Lauer
Margaret Bird
St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list.
Please email Penny Worrell at penny.worrell@gmail.com.
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All music used during this service is licensed for online streaming through OneLicense.net #A-725912
Cover imgae: https://web.stanfordcatholic.org/events/epiphany

Where are we on the Liturgical Calendar? – Epiphany!
With the First Sunday in Advent, we begin one of two major cycles of the Church
year: Advent-Christmas-Epiphany (the Incarnation Cycle). The other major cycle is
Lent-Holy Week-Easter (the Paschal or Resurrection Cycle). In our liturgies, seasonal
changes in scripture readings, liturgical texts, music and practice, along with colors
and ornamentation, reveal each season’s meaning within the overall shape of the cycle
of which it is a part.
Advent means “arrival” and “coming.” Advent’s readings weave together the three
comings of Christ: in the past, in history, as a baby born in Bethlehem; in the future,
at the end of all history, to bring in God’s kingdom; and in the present, today and
every day, in the Word and Bread and Wine of the Eucharist, in friend and stranger,
in the ordinary moments of living, in our hearts. Advent is a season of waiting and
expectation, hoping and yearning, looking for, preparing for, the coming of Christ.
At Christmas, God’s promise of salvation is revealed in the birth of Jesus. The unlikely
and wondrous gift is given—Incarnation! – God’s Word made flesh. And the Word
God has spoken in Incarnation is Love. Christmas is a season of amazement and
celebration of Emmanuel, God’s Love come among us in Christ.
Epiphany means “appearance, manifestation.” We hear stories of God revealed in Jesus,
God in a human being made manifest. The season begins with the visit of the magi
to the manger on the Feast of Epiphany and the baptism of Jesus on the first Sunday
after. It ends with the vision of Jesus transfigured on the mountaintop, shot through
with the glory of his divinity. Epiphany is a season of growing revelation and
realization of what Advent points to and Christmas makes reality – that over 2,000
years ago, in the little town of Bethlehem, in a baby in a manger, God’s grace, mercy,
justice and peace came into the world in human form and lived among us as one of
us. And human possibilities and potential were forever changed.
Long ago, God spoke to us through the prophets, but now God has spoken to us by
a Son. May we be blessed in our Advent preparations, Christmas celebrations and
Epiphany discoveries, drawn ever more deeply into the mystery of God in Christ.
The liturgical color of green is used on vestments, representing the green things of
God’s earth and referring to growth of the spirit of God within us in response to
Christ’s coming at Christmas.
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Welcome to Saint Paul’s!

W

e hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing.
Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish. The
prayer book gives directions as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines.
What is more important is that you bring your complete self to worship God.

E

veryone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table. We use real wine in
the cup. If you wish to receive only a blessing, simply cross your arms in front of you as
the priest approaches. If you do not want to drink from the chalice, keep the piece of bread on
your open palm, and present it to the chalice bearer, who will then dip the bread into the wine
and place it on your tongue. Non-gluten bread is also available. Please inform us if this is your
preference. We ask that those worshiping with us online reverently pray and meditate on God’s
grace and blessing whenever you observe the Eucharist being taken.
The Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel
Bishop

206-325-4200

grickel@ecww.org

The Reverend Paul Moore
Rector

254-368-6475

padrequiteno@gmail.com

The Reverend Dennis Taylor
360-661-1551
Deacon / Faith Community Nurse

deacon2rn@comcast.net

David Sloat

dsloat617@msn.com

713-834-4335
Organist and Music Director

St. Paul’s Office
Parish Administrator
Bookkeeper

360-424-1822

stpaulmv@comcast.net

spbookkeeper@comcast.net

If you would like to receive our e-news, please send a message to stpaulmv@comcast.net.

