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The Holy Eucharist - Enriching Our Worship

WELCOME to St. Paul’s!  We are grateful for your prayers and presence on this day 
in the life of the parish community. We hope that your worship with us will be both      

inspirational and spiritually nurturing.  Please feel free to participate in the worship service as 
much or as little as you wish.  Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s 
table.  

Our worship service takes place here and online; it is also being  recorded for later   
viewing. Fee free to greet one another as is your custom as you gather. When we 

are ready to start, our Angels Aloft will sound an opening bell. This signals those gath-
ered that our service is now being recorded.  Please maintain quiet and turn your atten-
tion to our opening activities at this time.

Opening Bell

Welcome                           Celebrant

Announcements                Member of Vestry 

Prelude           

Land Acknowledgement                                           Celebrant

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish peoples who have reserve 
treaty rights to this land, including the Upper Skagit and Skagit Tribes who have stewarded this 

land throughout the generations. We thank these caretakers of this land, who have lived, and 
continue to live, here since time immemorial.

Mission Statement  
 

Presider and People:

We believe that God is healing and restoring the world, and that we are recipients of and 
participants in that healing and restoration.1



Opening Hymn  We Three Kings of Orient Are             Here & next page.
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We Three Kings of Orient Are                      cont’d.

 Please stand as able.

   Presider:  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People:  Glory to God for ever and ever.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Gloria                       Angels We Have Heard On High                Here & next page.
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1 We three kings of Orient are,
bearing gifts we traverse afar,

field and fountain,
moor and mountain,

following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright;

westward leading,
still proceeding,

guide us to thy perfect light!
2 Born a King on BethlehemÕs plain,

gold I bring to crown him again,
King for ever,
ceasing never

over us all to reign.
Refrain

3 Frankincense to offer have I:
incense owns a Deity nigh;

prayer and praising,
gladly raising,

worship him, God Most High.
Refrain

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;

sorrowing, sighing,
bleeding, dying,

sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
Refrain

5 Glorious now behold him arise,
King and God and Sacrifice;
heaven sings alleluia:
alleluia the earth replies.
Refrain

The Hymnal 1982 - #96 Angels we have heard on high
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Gloria                       Angels We Have Heard On High                               cont’d.

The Collect 

Presider:  God be with you.
People:    And also with you.

Presider:  Let us pray.

Heavenly one, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized 
into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord 
and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.

1 Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,

and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.

Gloria in excelsis Deo.
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see?

What glad tidings did you hear?
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;

come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.

Gloria in excelsis Deo.
4 See him in a manger laid

whom the angels praise above;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,

while we raise our hearts in love.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.

If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.

If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.
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The Liturgy of the Word

  Please be seated.

A Reading from Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
 he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
 or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
 and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
 he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
 until he has established justice in the earth;
 and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
Thus says God, the Lord,
 who created the heavens and stretched them out,
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
 and spirit to those who walk in it:
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness,
 I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
 a light to the nations,
 to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
 from the prison those who sit in darkness.
I am the Lord, that is my name;
 my glory I give to no other,
 nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
 and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
 I tell you of them.

Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People:  With your help, O God, we will listen and live.
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Psalm 29:3-11

A Reading from Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is 
Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 



He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone 
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Lector:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People:  With your help, O God, we will listen and live.

Gradual      Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized              
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Presider:  The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According to Matthew 3:13-17.
 People:  Glory to you, O Christ

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 
up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, 
“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

Presider:  The Gospel of the Lord.
 People:   Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon                 The Reverend Paul Moore
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The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into 
his death, and raised with him to newness of life.  I call upon you, therefore to renew the 
solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all 
evil, and promised to serve God faithfully in this holy catholic church.

Presider:  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to 
Jesus Christ?
People:  I do.

Presider: Do you believe in God the Creator?
People: I believe in God, the Creator Almighty, of heaven and earth.

Presider: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third 
day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Presider: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Presider:  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers?
People:  I will, with God’s help.

Presider:  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord?
People:  I will, with God’s help.

Presider:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People:  I will, with God’s help.

Presider:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?



People:  I will, with God’s help.

Presider: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 
of every human being?
People: I will, with God’s help.

Presider:  May Almighty God, whom we have come to know in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon the 
forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People

Eucharistic Minister: Enriched and hopeful, yearning and connected, we pray together to 
the One who created all things, saying, Show us your Chosen One, O God,
For we observed a new star at its rising and have traveled far, bearing gifts.
 

Members of the congregation are invited to read the intercessions as you feel moved to do so.

Make your wisdom in its rich variety known through all faithful people, and give your 
holy church grace to bear the gifts of truth and love to all your people on earth.

    silence, for all faithful people and ministers

Show us your Chosen One, O God,
For we walk together in faith.

Give your justice to the nations and their leaders, and give your mercy to all whose 
decisions affect the peace and well-being of the world. Where we ourselves have power, 
open us to the cries of those who are weak, poor, or in need.  Open our hearts and our 
lives to answer their call.
 

    silence, for leaders and decision-makers

Show us your Chosen One, O God,
For we walk together in hope.

Bless this community, that in your light we may each become a servant, one to the other. 
Bring us together in story, song, joy, and sorrow; and let every daughter and son who 
comes among us find kinship in this place. 10



       silence, for this community

Show us your Chosen One, O God,
For we walk together in love.

Have mercy on those among us who journey in sickness, fear, or any kind of trouble. 
Meet them on your road with rest, peace, and good cheer.  Make us worthy companions 
in seeking you.
 

    silence, for those with pain or sickness in body or spirit

Show us your Chosen One, O God,
For we walk together by your side.

We remember those who have died.
 

   silence, for the dead

Your star goes before them. Show them your Chosen One, O God,
For they have traveled far to be with you.

O God, with longing and thanksgiving, knowing that you hold this world and all its peo-
ple dear in your heart, we pray this day for the grace to receive your gifts, to lift up our 
eyes and look around, and to offer back those same gifts to you and your world with love.

Show us your Chosen One, O God,
For we observed a new star at its rising and have traveled far, bearing gifts.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect:

To the One who is the road on which we travel, our companion along the way, and our 
journey’s end, we pray in boldness and confidence through faith in Christ Jesus, Amen.   

These Prayers of the People were adapted from a form used in the 2007 Epiphany Eve service 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Port Townsend, Washington. http://www.inthecourtyard.com
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Confession and Absolution

Presider: Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.

Presider and People:

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
 in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
 the evil we have done,
 and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Presider speaks an Absolution.

The Peace / La Paz

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. / La paz del Señor sea siempre con 
ustedes.
People:   And also with you. / Y con tu espíritu.

If you are worshiping with us virtually, use the chat function to “say” peace to your fellow 
parishioners, or text/email someone with whom you would like to share the peace of Christ.

12



Celebrations and Thanksgiving of Life

Your gifts are much appreciated.
If you are joining this live stream, you may mail your offering/pledge to 415 S. 18th Street, 
Mount Vernon, WA 98274. You can also make payments online at www.stpaulsmv.org

Offertory Anthem    Lord, When You Came to Jordan               by St. Paul’s Choir

Doxology

Sung together to the tune of “All Creatures of Our God and King”.

     Praise God from whom all blessings flow
 Praise God all creatures here below
       Alleluia! Alleluia!
    Praise God above ye heavenly hosts
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

 Alleluia! Alleluia!
      Alleluia! Alleluia!
      Alleluia! 
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The Holy Communion                               Eucharistic Prayer 1

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to come forward for communion or 
blessing. Glutenfree wafers are available. The assembly is invited to stand for the Eucharistic Prayer.       

Presider:  The Lord be with you.
People:   And also with you.

Presider:  Lift up your hearts.
People:   We lift them to the Lord.

Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:   It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider:  It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source 
of life and fountain of mercy. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have
caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face 
of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and 
with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Presider and People: 

14



Presider:   You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and 
show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and 
in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated 
your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care 
for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. Through Abraham and Sarah
you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the 
wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. 
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
and life.  

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat:
This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider and People:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation 
this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of 
our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage
of your daughters and sons, that with Saint Paul and all your saints, past, present, and 
yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in 
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and 
ever. AMEN.15



16

Presider:   As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:

The Breaking of the Bread
 The Fraction Song:    (Here & next page.)
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Presider:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Presider:  The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please be seated.          
Those present are invited to receive Holy Communion. 

You can approach the altar at the direction of the usher. 
 Those with us online, during these next moments of meditation, 

wherever you are, receive God’s gifts to you. 
        We share spiritual communion today.

Communion Hymn        Jesus is Lord of all the Earth            Here & next page.
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 Jesus is Lord of all the Earth                      cont’d.

Sending out of Eucharistic Visitors:

The Presider sends forth the Eucharistic Minister with a blessing:

Presider:  We who are many are one body
 People:   Because we all share one bread, one cup.
Presider:   In the name of God and of this congregation we send you forth, bearing these 
         holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of  
          Christ’s body and blood.
 People:   As you have been fed, now feed others in the name of Christ.
Presider:  Our prayers go with you.  Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Give Praise to his Name.

1 Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
He is the King of creation.
Refrain

2 Spread the good news oÕer all the earth:
Jesus has died and has risen.
Refrain

3 We have been crucified with Christ.
Now we shall live for ever.
Refrain

4 Come, let us praise the living God,
joyfully sing to our Savior
Refrain

Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.

If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.

If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.
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Post Communion Prayer

Presider:  Let us pray.

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 
united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people 
in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of 
Christ our Savior.  Amen.

Blessing

Closing Hymn             Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning        
          Here & next page.
The Hymnal 1982 - #117 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning



 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning               cont’d.

Dismissal

Presider:   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People:    Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

     

The Hymnal 1982 - #117 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning



        Serving Today:

9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
 Presider:   The Reverend Paul Moore
 Music Director:    David Sloat
 Eucharistic Minister:    
 Eucharistic Visitor:  
 Greeters:     Michael & Carol Boss
 Lectors:    
 Coffee Hour:*    
 Counters:   Margie Lauer, Sharon Johnson
 
* Sign-up sheet is in the Parish Hall.

Non-Gluten Wafers are available: Please make your preference known to the priest at the 
communion rail.  

Your Vestry members request your prayers for this congregation and their leadership. 
They want to be in conversation with you. Speak with them so they know the needs of 
the 
congregation: 
Darcy Wells - Senior Warden           
Dan Niven - Junior Warden    
Margaret Bird - Treasurer
Barb Cheyney - Clerk
Michael Boss
Margie Lauer
Sara Young
Joe Thomas

St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list. 
Please email Penny Worrell at penny.worrell@gmail.com.
All music in this bulletin is reprinted under OneLicense.net license #A-725912

Cover imgae: https://abidingwordtx.org/podcast/dont-hesistate-to-see-jesus-for-who-he-is-matthew-313-17/



 Where are we on the Liturgical Calendar? – Christmas

This annual celebration of the birth of Jesus is also an invitation, an invitation for us to open 
our hearts and allow Jesus to be born there as well. At the culmination of Advent, that period 
of waiting, watching, reflection, and anticipation, comes the Savior of the world and the 
Savior of our souls. As we gather together with those we love, families born and those chosen, 
we give thanks for this greatest gift of salvation offered to us through the birth of this child.

It may well be especially poignant this year as we witness a world in such disarray and filled 
with anxieties on so many levels. My prayer for you, especially if these are true for you, is 
that this day and the season that follows be a time of assurance, love, and joy.

And I want to remind you that Christmas is a season, not a day, and it begins today and it 
goes for 12 more days, right up until the Epiphany. So spread it out. Really try to make it a 
series of days of this feeling, especially as the world, our Western world especially, so desper-
ately tries to go back to normality as if that is something to be craved. It is true, you will see 
trees on the curb and lights coming down, but as I always say, that is the world’s way, not our 
faith’s way.

So let this day, this morning, be a beginning of a season of joy, hope, and love for you and all 
those you love. You, all of you, help make this season just that for me.

So Merry Christmas, each and every one of you.

-Bishop Rickel



Th e Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel  206-325-4200           grickel@ecww.org
   Bishop

The Reverend Paul Moore  254-368-6475           padrequiteno@gmail.com  
  Rector

The Reverend Dennis Taylor  360-661-1551           deacon2rn@comcast.net  
  Deacon / Faith Community Nurse

David Sloat    713-834-4335          dsloat617@msn.com
  Organist and Music Director

St. Paul’s Office    360-424-1822  
 Parish Administrator            stpaulmv@comcast.net 

  Bookkeeper             spbookkeeper@comcast.net

If you would like to receive our e-news, please send a message to stpaulmv@comcast.net. 

Welcome to Saint Paul’s!

We hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing.  
Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish.  The 

prayer book gives directions as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines.  
What is more important is that you bring your complete self to worship God. 

Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table.  We use real wine in 
the cup.  If you wish to receive only a blessing, simply cross your arms in front of you as 

the priest approaches.  If you do not want to drink from the chalice, keep the piece of bread on 
your open palm, and present it to the chalice bearer, who will then dip the bread into the wine 
and place it on your tongue.  Non-gluten bread is also available.  Please inform us if this is your    
preference. We ask that those worshiping with us online reverently pray and meditate on God’s 
grace and blessing whenever you observe the Eucharist being taken.


