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Advent 2 December 5, 2021 
St. Paul’s/Resurrección, Mount Vernon, WA Rev. Paul Moore 
 

Anticipation of Peace 
 
A woman came into my office a couple of weeks ago.  She indicated that she had 
obtained some assistance here several years back (before I arrived,) and she wondered 
whether or not assistance might be once again available.  As I always do, we chatted a 
while, so I could get to know her.  She gave me an amazing message of peace.  She had 
grown up in Tacoma.  In her earlier years she had gotten addicted to drugs and had done 
all the things people to do support a habit.  She had gotten caught at something, spent 9 
months incarcerated, completed 9 months’ probation, and now, she was no longer under 
the control of the US Justice system.  She proudly said, and I paraphrase, "I have the right 
to vote.  I am a full U.S. citizen!"  Now she tells all the younger members of her family 
what her story is because she wants them to follow a different path, not one, as she said, 
through the pits of hell.  They don't have to do what she did.  They don't have to make 
those choices.  They can live at peace instead of trouble, as she did.  She has become a 
sort of messenger of the anticipation of peace. 
 
We are preparing for our releasing friend to arrive early next year.  He has spent 25 years 
behind bars. The challenges he faces are much greater than hers; nonetheless, we prepare 
the way for him, because we believe there is the possibility of peace.  What we do with 
Paul Fuentes, and what happens here in the parish because of our efforts and the work of 
the Holy Spirit, testify to that belief.  We believe that God is healing and restoring the 
world, and that we, and Paul, are recipients of and participants in that healing and 
restoration.  We believe that healing and restoration creates peace on earth. 
 
The lessons for today lay the foundations for our confidence.  In the passage from the 
Sacred History, Malachi promises a messenger to prepare the way for the return of the 
Lord to the Temple.  The idea that the Lord would not be in the Temple is a bit startling, 
until you put it in context.  This passage describes the people recently returned from 
exile, looking at a modest temple, nothing like Solomon's.  Had God abandoned them in 
the exile?  If so, why?  Surely because of their unfaithfulness.  But now, God will restore 
the people and return to the temple, modest as it is, and in preparation for such a great 
event, a divinely appointed messenger must come to prepare the way.  The message he 
proclaims declares that God is coming as a purifying fire or fuller’s soap.  Then the 
covenant will be restored, the unfaithfulness forgiven, and the Hebrews will once again 
be at peace with their God. 
 
In the lesson from the Apostolic Instruction, the author of the letter to the church in 
Philippi shares memories of ministry among them; a ministry that led them out of 
darkness into light, a ministry they share with him, both in trouble and in joy.  He is 
confident that the good work begun in them will continue until the day of Jesus Christ.  
For some, the coming of Jesus would not be a good thing, for it would call them to 
judgment regarding ways they had not lived up to the ideal of self-giving love, but for 
them, the writer anticipates peace. 



  2 

 
In the Gospel lesson, John the Baptist goes forth to preach.  The author specifically 
names him as the fulfillment of the prophecy from Isaiah, echoed in Malachi, as the one 
promised to prepare the way.  He preaches a baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  It is an 
interesting take, because baptism was already known among the Jews of the first century.  
It had been incorporated from eastern religions as early as a hundred years before as a rite 
of initiation for proselytes to the Jewish religion.  Here, John calls Jews to baptism, 
initiating them into a life of repentance and forgiveness, like Malachi’s refining fire or 
fuller’s soap.  Ultimately, he is preparing for the coming of peace. 
 
If we believe that God is healing and restoring the world, then that healing and restoration 
will reestablish peace.  What kind of peace?  We call Jesus the Prince of Peace.  Jesus 
said, “Peace I give you, my peace I leave with you—not the peace the world gives....”  
Paul promises a peace that passes all understanding.  If we are recipients of and 
participants in that healing and restoration, then where do we long for peace? 
 
I long for peace within.  I don't mean just for me, personally and individually.  That 
would be nice, and I struggle for it constantly, but I long for it on a broader scale.  I think 
of the Morales family who will lay to rest a beloved son, brother, father and godfather—
and for me, a friend.  I have been in their home multiple times over the last 3 weeks, and 
prayed with them.  They need peace—inner peace, some calm place to put the grief, the 
anger, the hurt and the sadness.  They need it individually so that they can live more 
peacefully in this time of pain.  Peace within translates into peaceful community. 
 
I long for peace between.  Two weeks ago, a young man stood trial for shooting and 
killing two people and wounding a third during a demonstration in Kenosha Wisconsin.  
He was underage at the time, bearing a weapon of war that he did not have a right to bear.  
That misdemeanor charge was dismissed by the judge. Then the jury acquitted him of the 
charges of murder.  He walked away a free man.  I wonder what would have happened if 
he had been black, Hispanic or Indigenous?  I doubt very much if he would have had the 
same outcome.  Others have wondered that as well, and as you know, there have been 
demonstrations and even violence across many cities in view of this event.  It seems that 
we have two justice systems, one for white males and one for everyone else.  That is not 
peace between.  Peace between means recognizing that there are plenty of personal 
decisions, but there are virtually no private ones.  Whatever we do has implications for 
others, no matter how small or seemingly insignificant.  Judgments and rewards for those 
implications should be reasonable, fair and more than anything equitable; equal rights, 
equal opportunity, equal standing before the law, and equal responsibility.  Peace 
between translates into a just society. 
 
I long for peace around.  The 13 arrows in the foot of the Seal of the United States draws 
its imagery from the Iroquois Confederacy.  In 1744 the Iroquois chieftains gathered 
outside Lancaster, PA, to negotiate a treaty with the English Settlers.  Canassatego, the 
great diplomat and chief of the Onondaga, gave an impassioned plea for unity.  The chief 
illustrated his point by taking one arrow out of his quiver and easily breaking it.  Then he 
took six arrows out, one representing each of the Iroquois tribes, and tried to break them 
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all at once—and could not.  He had two messages for the English:  Remain united, and 
plan for the sustainability of the 7th generation into the future.  Franklin took those 
insights to the Continental Congress in 1776, where 6 arrows became 13, representing the 
13 colonies.  What kind of peace would we require to be able to plan for the sustainability 
of the 7th generation?  Our own children are concerned that the world we will leave them 
will not sustain them.  Yet, without a united voice in the face of climate change, we 
cannot gain traction for their sakes.  Peace around translates into hope for the future. 
 
Where do you long for peace? 


