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Pledge Ingathering Sunday 
 

The Powers that Be 
 
On Christmas Day in the year 800, Pope Leo III was supposed to lay the crown of empire 
on the son of Charlamagne, the great King of the Franks.  In a sudden shift, he laid the 
crown on Charlamagne instead.  It angered the king, and complicated his political life 
immensely, especially since the Pope really didn't have the authority of crowning 
emperors.  However, by hook and by crook, Charlemagne managed to make it stick.  He 
was "Charles the Great," but his greatness was not a measure of his character.  He was a 
ruthless warrior, a cagey diplomat, and a wily strategist, fully capable of using the church 
to his political ends.  The Church of the day was all too eager to cooperate. 
 
Though we hold a high to an ideal of the separation of Church and State, in actuality, the 
relationship between the two has always been complicated.  After all, so many spiritual 
and religious practices and values impinge on those of the government, something Mr. 
Flynn apparently understands very well.  But it seems to me that Mr. Flynn and the 
church have forgotten something.  The kingdom we seek is not of the same order as the 
political powers of human government. 
 
It's not like humanity doesn't know what it looks like.  A thousand years ago the Iroquois 
peoples of the northeastern woodlands were at war.  Fueled by a great chief, Tadodaho, 
with supernatural powers, many people died as one tribe vied with another for supremacy 
and access to resources.  He was a cruel man, who killed Hiawatha's daughters by dark 
incantations.  He had snakes in his hair. 
 
But then, as the story goes, the Peacemaker arrived in a white stone canoe.  He convinced 
Hiawatha to try to stop the fighting.  One by one, the prophet and Hiawatha went to 
longhouse after longhouse.  Soon all but the evil Tadodaho were on board.  The prophet 
and Hiawatha struck a deal with the first Clan Mother, Jigonsaseh.  If she could turn 
Tadodaho's heart, she could name the chiefs.  She spoke with him, calmed his heart and 
combed the snakes out of his hair.  Finally, of a different mind, he agreed to meet 
peacefully with the other chiefs.  They convened a great council in 1142, and Jigonsaseh, 
named Tadodaho the High Chief.  Service would from then on be the ideal of leadership, 
not power.  Decisions for the future would be made with the 7th generation in view. 
 
Management of power is something God has always had strong feelings about.  In the 
lesson from the Sacred History, we hear of Daniel's vision of the heavenly realms.  An 
Ancient One takes the throne of judgment while the whole court is assembled.  One "like 
a human being," in the Hebrew, "Son of Man," comes on the clouds.  Son of Man is code 
in Hebrew for one who is a stand-in for the whole human race, an iconic human being, so 
to speak.  To him is given power and dominion.  It is not demanded or won, it is granted 
by the will of those who command it.  Jesus uses this same imagery in referring to 
himself. 
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In the Gospel we see a similar scenario, except the context is not heavenly, but earthly.  
The one with the power has been granted power by the intervention of a powerful friend 
of Caesar Tiberius.  He only held power while this protector was in place.  As soon as his 
protector died, Pilate was summoned to Rome to stand trial for cruelty and oppression 
and for executing people without proper trial proceedings.  He died at his own hand by 
order of Caesar Caligula (all according to Britannica, online.)  The power of the Roman 
Empire was based on domination. 
 
The Son of Man who stands before him is accused of treason—of calling himself a king.  
Clearly, the Jewish leaders who want to do away with Jesus, assume Pilate will see 
another king as a rival.  The conversation between them seems to imply as much as well.   
But Jesus sidesteps aligning his kingdom with that of Rome.  “My Kingdom is not of this 
world,” he says.  It is of a different order, not only because power comes from heaven 
and not earth, but because a heavenly kingdom exercises power based on self-giving love 
that is lived out in service, not domination.  Soldiers to defend Jesus at this juncture 
would have been a betrayal of the kingdom which we celebrate today. 
 
History has proven that heavenly kingdoms are more enduring than earthly ones.  The 
Roman Empire is long gone, but the Kingdom of Jesus lives in the hearts of all those who 
claim him as king, in name or deed, including, I would imagine, ancient and modern 
Iroquois. 
 
This is the kingdom we invest in today.  Though this kingdom is among earthly powers 
that dominate and use, this kingdom seeks to live out the power of self-giving love, as we 
see it in our King, Jesus Christ, whose throne is a cross, and whose chambers are an 
empty tomb.  Though it is set on earth among earthly powers, it draws its authority and 
its mandate from heaven.  Its work is to do as Jesus did, to bring heaven and earth 
together.  We pray this every Sunday when we say, "Your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven.”  Here at St. Paul's we say it this way. “We believe that God 
is healing and restoring the world (the heavenly Kingdom,) and that we are recipients of 
and participants in that healing and restoration (the work of the kingdom on earth.) 
 
Since the church has a heavenly mandate to live out on earth, it requires earthly resources 
to do its heavenly work.  The pledges we gather today are an investment in a heavenly 
way of managing power.  They resource the Kingdom of Heaven as we seek to live it out 
here at St. Paul's. 
 
One may see the pledge drive every year as a strategy to fund a budget, but we are not 
NPR.  One may see it as a religious tax, but we are not an established religion.  
Understood rightly, however, a pledge is a covenant between God and you to invest 
yourself, time, talent and treasure, in the heavenly work of the Church in the earthly 
setting in which it we live. 


