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That I am here and preaching proves that I do not look at dates and 

readings before signing up for my turn for preaching. This weekend was 

+Greg’s last convention as Olympia’s bishop. During this convention we 

heard and were charged to respond to environmental injustices and 

degradation around us, the impact of the indigenous boarding schools 

around the diocese. Plus we ordained three new deacons to go out and find 

trouble and bring it back to the church for the church to deal with.  

 

One of the things about preaching in Pentecost is the lectionary has choices 

for the Hebrew Testament readings. The Episcopal version of the Revised 

Common Lectionary has two tracks during the Season after Pentecost. 

Track 1 proceeds, mostly continuously, giving the story of the Patriarchs 

and the Exodus in Year A (Matthew), nation building narratives in Year B 

(Mark), and readings from the Prophets in Year C (Luke). Track 2 during 

Pentecost the readings from the Hebrew Bible are thematically related to 

the gospel lections. Today there is a third choice, as the Track 2 Proper has 

a second choices for the Hebrew Scripture, you have heard Jeremiah, so 

here is the reading from Sirach which will echo in Luke.  

Sirach 35:12-17 

Give to the Most High as he has given to you, 

and as generously as you can afford. 

For the Lord is the one who repays, 

and he will repay you sevenfold. 

Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it 

and do not rely on a dishonest sacrifice; 
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for the Lord is the judge, 

and with him there is no partiality. 

He will not show partiality to the poor; 

but he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged. 

He will not ignore the supplication of the orphan, 

or the widow when she pours out her complaint. 

 

Luke begins with, “Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in 

themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt:” 

and Sirach advises, a similar group on how to live, “Do not offer [the Most 

High] a bribe, for [the Lord] will not accept it and do not rely on a 

dishonest sacrifice; for the Lord is the judge, and with him there is no 

partiality.” 

 

Joel, Track 1, Jeremiah, Sirach, Timothy and Luke were all written in times 

of turmoil in the life of Israel. The author of Sirach, was in Jerusalem, at the 

time of the Seleucid Empire was increasing their domination as Egypt was 

weakening. Luke goes straight to a Pharisee and a tax collector, the First 

Nations Version of Luke, names them as, “Separated One (Pharisee) and a 

tribal tax collector,” and perhaps a contemporary take could be to name 

them as a model Christian, maybe even an Episcopalian and a gang member 

who has done time. How do you think the audiences that heard these 

words reacted? What can be said of those hearing this today?  

 

Christians have always been hard on the Pharisees and yet they were the 

progressive/reformer religionist of their day. Pharisees were extremely 

religious leaders. They represented the best of the Jews: morally upright, 

knowing the Law, observing the rituals and everything the religion 

requires, and teaching the Law so that everyone could be as righteous as 

they were. Yet many of our stereotypes of Jews are based on the scriptural 

portrayal of Pharisees. Jesus’ audience would have been blindsided by 

Jesus’ condemnation of the Pharisee, who practiced all that was expected 
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of him, while the tax collector was seen as a collaborator with the empire 

and a parasite on his own people. Maybe the tax collector collects the 

Pharisee’s taxes, aren’t we are all guilty of denigrating the tax collector? 

 

Do we see ourselves as the humble, like the tax collector, who beats his 

breast and tell how terrible he is and begs for mercy because he is a sinner. 

but does he repent? Does he even name his sins? Does he see or feel 

anything for the people he injuries. There is something because the Temple 

is not a place one would likely find a tax collector, fear of the wrath of his 

neighbors and focus on placating the Romans would prob ably be higher on 

his list.  

 

When one looks outside of Christian sources, the description of Pharisees 

begins to change and look more like a reformer and progressive presences, 

in the cauldron, that was Israel in the first century. The Jewish historian 

and priest Josephus described the actual Pharisees as living meagerly and 

shunning excess. Additionally, within Jewish tradition, the Pharisees are 

not understood as legalistic, rigid, and elitist. On the contrary, because of 

their attention to oral tradition and interpreting the spirit of the Torah, 

they are seen to have played an essential role in ensuring the theological 

and spiritual continuity of Judaism, and rabbinical Judaism in particular, to 

this day. Does this contribution and competition contribute to the portrait 

of the Pharisees in scripture?   

 

JoAnn Post made a contemporary comparison between the Sadducees and 

the Pharisees in the similar current debate about constitutional 

interpretation. “Originalists,” (the Sadducees) attempt to read and 

interpret the Constitution through the eyes and intentions of its authors. 

The Constitution is regarded by originalists as some regard scripture: 

inerrant, infallible, unaltered. “Living constitutionalists” (Pharisees) 

believing the meaning of the Constitution changes over time, as social 

attitudes change. Living constitutionalists are regarded as interpreters, 

loving the law as it stands and allowing it to breathe. 
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The Pharisee is self-righteous and separates himself from the humans that 

do not measure up to his beliefs and values, like the tax collector a fellow 

child of God and that is what Jesus condemns?  

 

Sirach speaks to the powerful of his day when the 90% were struggling to 

survive and practice their religion as best they could under the 

circumstances. With Antiochus IV Epiphanes coming to the Seleucid throne 

and securing control over Palestine from Egypt he began the suppression 

of Judaism that would eventually lead to the Wars of the Maccabees.  

 

Sirach is working to remind those who are profiting from collaboration 

with the Seleucids and ignoring the covenants with the Creator, give to God 

as God has given to you and as generously as you can afford and do so with 

a cheerful face. Do not try to bribe the Lord for it will not be accepted and 

do not rely on a dishonest sacrifice for the Lord will judge. While God 

shows no partiality rich or poor, God will hear the supplication of those 

whom the power structure will oppress, the orphan, resident alien, or the 

widow when she pours out her complaint. Do not the tears of the widow 

run down her cheek as she cries out against the one who causes them to 

fall?  

 

So the Pharisee tithed as he should and “those who keep the law as one 

who heeds the commandments and makes the required offerings for all 

that comes to them “The sacrifice of the righteous is acceptable, and it will 

never be forgotten.”35:9 and as Micah 6:8 puts it …the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 

No one here is totally humble, we do not know if the tax collector went 

back to his old ways, he did have to feed a family. 

 

It is hard to talk about money and not sound like Luke’s Pharisee, yet to 

quote Bishop Rickel the tithe, that ten percent giving to support the church, 

is only a beginning place and alms are to follow the tithe. The tithe is for 
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the work of God, it is the expected part of the harvest given so that the 

community can join in God’s work, Alms are what we do in thanksgiving for 

the blessings and grace we have received.  

Give quietly with a thankful heart and a smiling face as one is able. It is in 

the blindness toward and denigration and fear of the creation that we sin.  

 

The promise that has been given that creation comes from the recent 

message from the House of Bishops during the 80th General Convention of 

The Episcopal Church July 11, 2022  

 

“We are a people of hope. Where do we find the hope that sustains, that 

dispels fear, that gives us the courage to love and to persevere? We find 

hope in the power and reality of the Resurrection. After Jesus had been 

buried, in the dark before dawn, Mary was in despair and utterly without 

hope. But as she was drawn from the tomb to the garden, she met the 

living Christ. Mary’s mourning turned to brilliant resurrection hope. 

From the garden, she ran to proclaim good news to Jesus’ confused and 

terrified followers.  

And so it is for many of us today. We, God’s faithful, are called to share 

the hope that will empower change. Many of God’s people – especially 

our children – are in despair as they observe the frightening shifts in our 

environmental narrative. The risen Christ continues to send us out to 

proclaim the Gospel to the whole of Creation (Mark 16:15). Like Mary, 

we go out to all proclaiming God’s love in deed and word. It is our work 

to lead the way for change, to model good stewardship, and to move 

forward with courage and purpose.”  

Remembering that it is the tribal tax collector who “…went down to his 

home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

Let us pray  
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A Prayer from the 2017 meeting of the House of Bishops, Fairbanks, 

Alaska)  
 

Dear God, Creator of the earth, this sacred home we share; 

Give us new eyes to see the beauty all around and to protect the wonders 

of creation. Give us new arms to embrace the strangers among us and to 

know them as family. Give us new ears to hear and understand those 

who live off the land and sea, 

and to hear and understand those who extract its resources. 

Give us new hearts to recognize the brokenness in our communities 

and to heal the wounds we have inflicted. 

Give us new hands to serve the earth and its people and to shape 

beloved community. For you are the One who seeks the lost, binds our 

wounds and sets us free, 

And it is in the name of Jesus the Christ we pray. Amen 
 

 

 

 

Excerpt from: Expressing the Mind of the House on Climate and Our Vocation in Christ  

Passed by the House of Bishops during the 80th General Convention of The Episcopal 

Church July 11, 2022  

 

 


