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Pentecost 19, Proper 24 October 16, 2022 
St. Paul’s/Resurrección, Mount Vernon, WA Rev. Paul Moore 
 
 

Keep On Keeping On 
 
A few decades ago, our son Landon’s godfather and I decided to spend a day hiking in 
the Andes mountains east of Quito, Ecuador, where we lived.  I wanted to show him 
some of the territory I used to frequent as a teen, growing up there.  We began at the top 
of a hill, at about 13,500 ft., and descended to some lakes I used to fish.  Then we circled 
up and around to a trail I knew was there but had not frequented much as a boy.  We 
followed the trail as best we could, because I knew it would eventually intersect the trail 
that would take us back to the top and our starting place. 
 
Along the way, I became a bit confused.  Was this really the path?  Should we be bearing 
a bit higher or lower?  What will I do if this proves wrong?  Daylight was not slowing 
down for us.  But I held to the path as I knew it.  It's not that I knew for sure, but I was 
sure enough to continue.  As the sun was setting, we topped back out, after a stroll of 
about 20 miles.  We were both beat, but full of the wonder of the high Andes. 
 
Life is like that often, isn't it?  You're not completely, 100% positive, but you move 
forward because you are sure enough, and you persevere, because it's really the only 
thing to do.  You are less sure of any other options.  This theme of perseverance, of 
holding the course when things get tough, runs throughout Scripture. 
 
In today's lessons we see it.  What kept Isaac wrestling with God all night long?  Was he 
sure he would get a blessing?  I would guess not.  Nobody forces the hand of God, but he 
struggles on through the darkness, and receives what he sought.  What kept Paul writing 
to encourage Timothy in Ephesus?  It was a hard place to be a Christian, much more, the 
leader of the local Christian community.  Persecution was frequent and violent and rarely 
logical or predictable.  Yet Paul writes.  He encourages Timothy to the same 
perseverance.  “Remember your call.  Remember your roots.  Remember the Scriptures, 
and keep going.” 
 
It is the central theme in the Gospel lesson.  The judge is not honest, he knows it and he 
doesn't care.  The widow is without male support, and therefore in the culture of the day, 
without any real voice before the law.  Yet she perseveres until she wears the man down 
and she gets justice.  The lesson is clear.  Keep on keeping on.  Keep on keeping on, all 
the day long, through the night, in spite of the obstacles and persecutions, in spite of the 
world being stacked against you.  Perseverance is an act of trust that God will eventually 
have the last word. 
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So, what does that mean for us?  The theme for this year of 2022 has been "Establishing 
our Foundations."  We have done that in a number of ways.  Ministries that had gone into 
hibernation during the winter of the worst of COVID have reemerged, such as Choir, 
Carolyn's Guild, Coffee Hour, etc.  Ministries that had been reduced, or had struggled, 
were strengthened, like Altar Guild, EfM, Lectors, etc.  Some ministries were launched 
during this dark time, like Small Groups and OPOP.  (I'm sure I am forgetting something 
here.) 
 
Now, we need to keep on keeping on.  We have struggled much of the night like Isaac, 
but the night is not yet over.  We have learned and grown and done good ministry, as 
Timothy in Ephesus, but there are still dangers around.  We have a valid message for the 
world, like the widow, but we have not yet won over the judge. 
 
As many of you know, the office of the bishop subsidizes part of the budget of St. Paul's.  
There will be a time when those funds will be sun-setted.  When that is complete, St. 
Paul's will lift up its head and stand on its own feet once more.  To get there, we must 
keep on keeping on, but not just keep on what we have been doing, for to maintain is to 
slowly die.  We must push forward.  The struggle is not just to strengthen our 
foundations, but to build on them.  There is still work to do. 
 
So, keep the faith, my beloved siblings.  Stand strong before the challenges that we face, 
which are many:  the falling markets, the rising unrest in our society, the confusion of the 
changing world order, the persistent injustices, the untold cruelty, and a planet in 
convulsions.  We are not capable nor expected to overcome them all.  It will take the 
whole body of peoples of faith around the world to do that.  We are called to be faithful 
in our little corner. 
 
So, keep on being faithful, generous, and good.  Keep on gathering to pray, learn, to lift 
our hearts in praise and thanksgiving.  Keep on gathering around the table of the Lord 
here and in the Parish Hall.  Keep on taking the presence of God into the world by word 
and deed, standing against injustice, and for that kind of justice that springs from love 
and yields peace.  Keep on digging into Scripture, our tradition, and the wisdom of so 
many to teach us how to be faithful stewards of who God has granted us to be. 
 
Scripture promises us clearly today, that if we struggle through the night the dawn will 
bring a blessing, that if we are faithful in adversity, we face we will see the advance of 
the Kingdom, and if we are persistent in struggling for what is right, justice will be done. 


