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I would assume that most if not all people in this space, in person or virtual, 

would know who Edward Moore was? According to Josephine Ensign, author 

of the latest book titled, Skid Road, there are four different books on Amazon 

titled Skid Road and they are all about Seattle, he would be the first 

documented “Lazarus” in Seattle. The term skid road comes from the log skids 

that were set up to move logs downhill to the water front, either to a saw mill 

or to water to float logs to a distant destination as a log raft. They were 

usually one of the first roads set up in a Northwest logging town and where 

the “low rent districts” were established. In Seattle, the original Skid Road is 

now Yesler Way, in Mount Vernon, it is Broad Street/Lincoln Hill.  

 

Edward Moore was a thirty-two-year-old sailor from Worcester County 

Massachusetts who washed up on Seattle’s tidelands within two years of the 

towns founding. Whether the ship left him in Seattle or he chose to stay on his 

own is not known. He lived in an old canvas tent above the high tide line and 

lived off of raw shell fish and was cared for by the Coast Salish people who 

lived nearby. Late December of 1854, when Seattle was about two years old, 

he was deemed by the municipal leaders of Seattle to be insane and incapable 

of taking care of himself. He had been found in his tent, unable to walk and 

they carried him to the city’s only boarding house where the city’s first 

physician, David (Doc) Maynard found his toes so frost bitten that he 

amputated them with an ax, it is a logging town after all.  

 

Edward Moore’s story continues as we see the founders of Seattle, King 

County, the territory and then the state of Washington wrestle with what to 



 

9/24/22 21C 2 

do for, about and with people like Edward Moore. At times he was treated like 

Lazarus and totally ignored and the culture was indifferent about his survival 

and left it to him and those whose culture was more community focused, here 

the Coast Salish peoples, and those in similar straights to care for and support 

him Other times the dominate culture cared for him even nursing him back to 

health. Reimbursement was always an issue. In a news story right out of today 

he is eventually shipped back to Worcester County Massachusetts where his 

mental illness or situation leads him to take his own life.  

 

We all have seen or not seen a Lazarus or Edward Moore lying in a doorway 

wrapped in an old blanket or sleeping bag. We have seen their tents under 

bridges and along the freeways, I have met them all over the world. Some are 

even relatives. Seeing them, we hear the voices; blaming them for their plight, 

they chose this lifestyle, there are agencies to help them, but they will not use 

them. Why should they have cell phone when they have nowhere to go? They 

might be dangerous and if we give them money they will only buy drugs, 

alcohol and cigarettes. They might be violent. 

 

So what choice did they make, or did someone else make a choice that directly 

affects them? It is better for the stockholders. my bonus, my pension, if these 

jobs are outsourced to another country.  “110 laid off as Boeing outsources 

their financial work to India and they could no longer afford their rent or 

mortgage. A health catastrophe that brings loss of employment and deep 

debt.  How many paychecks are you from the streets?  

 

The bureaucrat decides that they are different from us so will keep them from 

buying or renting a house drawing lines on maps where mortgages will be 

discouraged because this area is now too risky and they cannot buy beyond 

this red line.  Let us put the new freeway through their neighborhood and call 

it urban renewal. There are still deeds that state you cannot sell to a person of 
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color. Lazarus and Edward are my neighbor are they seen or unseen, heard or 

unheard.  

 

A prophet has been defined as a person who sees a single act of injustice as a 

disaster and injustice as a deathblow to existence, to us an episode, to them a 

catastrophic threat to the world. Do we hear Jesus whispering in our ear when 

we drive or walk past someone sleeping in a doorway or setting up a tent 

along the walking path we are on? Do we see them and wonder what 

circumstances brought them to this place and time? Or judge them and not 

see them and make note at all? 

 

Indifference, blaming, hubris, forgetfulness, I do believe most of all, fear, 

terrible fears, that underlie or actually drive so many of the things we do to 

each other to keep our place in the hierarchy intact. Power and greed drive 

the things that Amos, Jeremiah, Paul, Isiah and Jesus teach about. We hear the 

negative or go straight there and miss the part about God being faithful and 

just, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love – doesn’t work through 

coercion, shaming, or fear-mongering; the Lord knows those methods may 

produce short-term change. However, in the long run, they generate deep 

resistance to the freedom and joy and the life that is really life that Jesus 

offers  

 

Peter Marty states that, “[People] go searching for a responsible party and, 

eager to identify someone who might be in charge, find God to be the go-to 

choose. “If bad things happen,” observes Roberta Bondi, “it is better to have a 

God we can’t understand and who hurts us, but is at least in charge.” So, the 

belief prosperity and power are granted as a blessing from God and a sign of 

God’s favor and the opposite is true of hard times, homelessness and poverty, 

are punishments being from God’s disfavor, and not some result some 

conditions or events beyond control.  “Instead of elevating coincidence to the 

status of miracle and trying to assign gospel-level meaning to every chance 
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event, maybe we can learn to trust God’s constancy in our lives enough to 

help us say more comfortably: Whatever happens, happens.” 

 

Business and money are not in themselves evil, but as Paul says in Timothy, 

they can lead to temptations and traps. “10For the love of money is a root of 

all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away 

from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.” Jesus gives us the 

push in Luke 16:31`If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither 

will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” Matthew 25 

gives us Jesus’ charge for care of neighbor “35 For I was hungry and you gave 

me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 

a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 

sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’… 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 

Indifference, Pope Francis quoted holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel when he 

apologized to the indigenous peoples of Canada for the Church’s role in the 

horrors of the Residential Schools in Canada, ‘The opposite of love is not 

hatred, it’s indifference. And the opposite of life is not death, it’s 

indifference.’ The indifference to the major traumas in the Twentieth Century, 

residential and boarding schools for indigenous North Americans, chattel 

slavery, the many genocides around the world, from Armenia, to the Soviet 

Union and Ukraine, the Holocaust in Europe have all been transmitted down 

the generations and affects not only the survivors of the trauma but their 

children and grandchildren and the societies they live in. All these events need 

to be opened up and looked at and the pledge of “never again” needs to be 

kept.   

 

Archbishop Michael Curry preaching at the National Cathedral service 

honoring Queen Elizabeth, II, September 19, spoke of Jesus’ take on all of this.  
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“A lawyer came to Jesus. I know there are lawyers in this room. A lawyer came 

to Jesus, as lawyers often did if you read the New Testament. And he came to 

him and he said, “Jesus, what is the secret to eternal life?” Which was a way of 

saying, what is the key to a life that matters now, and that as it matters now 

temporally will last unto eternity? And Jesus said, well, look, brother, you the 

lawyer. What does it say in the law of Moses? What did Moses say? And the 

Lord replied in Deuteronomy, Moses said the Shema, “Hear, oh Israel, the Lord 

our God is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 

mind, and strength.” And in Leviticus, he wrote, “You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.” And Jesus said, you have just passed the heavenly bar exam. Do 

that. Love God and your neighbor, and you have found the key to life. Live and 

serve God. Live and serve your neighbor. Serve each other, and you have 

found the key to life that not even death can take away from you.  

 

But this was a lawyer Jesus was talking to. And he said, this is good, Jesus, but 

you are a preacher and I’m a lawyer and we work with words. So, can we 

define neighbor? Can we narrowly define neighbor? And Jesus didn’t play the 

game. He told a story and you know it as a parable of the Good Samaritan. It 

was a story of one person who helped another person who was of a different 

religion, who was of a different nation, who was of a different ideology, who 

was a different political party, who was a… Oh, I’m getting in trouble now. 

Who was from a different country, a different person. Jesus told the story of 

somebody who helped somebody else, over-transcending their differences 

and helped them just because they’re a human child of God, and therefore, 

my brother, my sister, my sibling. And He said, do that and you’ll be the 

neighbor, you’ll be the human that God intended.” 

Twice at Jeremiah’s commissioning, God asks him, “What do you see?” (Jer. 1:7–
13). The question draws Jeremiah closer to God’s fundamental call: Look around. 
Speak the truth. Do not be afraid. God is with you 
 

As Bishop Curry finished his sermon on Monday  

“God put you here to do more than consume the oxygen.” 
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