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                        Sermon - Yr C, Proper 20 - Luke 16: 1-13 

 

    I have been a deacon in the Episcopal Church for nearly eight years now 

and I have to admit that there are times, after reading the Gospel lesson, 

that I want to turn around and look at the person giving the sermon and 

say:  “Well good luck with that one!”  Guess what, today is one of those 

days.  This is a hard reading to understand!  At first, I thought it was just me 

thinking that but as I was preparing to write this sermon I found out that 

was not the case.   Out of the first four commentaries I read on this Gospel 

three of them started with these words. The first one read: “ The parable of 

the dishonest steward poses significant theological challenges…”   The 

second one: “None of the parables of Jesus has baffled interpreters quite 

like the story of the dishonest steward…” and the third one:  “It is no 

exaggeration to say that this parable’s meaning has stumped even the best 

and most creative interpreters of Scriptures.”  So if you were confused by 

the end of today’s Gospel reading you are in good company. 

     One thing that we can say for sure is that this is about money.  That in 

itself can be unsettling.  Especially when Jesus says: “You cannot serve 

two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 

devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth.”  

I think of a master as someone or something that rules my life.  As I 

consider my own life, as I watch the news, and listen to what people are 

saying, it seems like money or lack of it rules most of our lives.  As some of 

us approach retirement, we worry that we don’t have enough to retire on.   

As the stock market continues to fall, retirees who once had enough 

wealth, worry that is no longer true.  As grocery prices go up, gas prices go 

up, rent and home prices go up and wages stay the same, money, or the 
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lack of it, begins to rule our lives.  Then there is the opposite problem if you 

are a Christian and have an abundance of wealth you might be asking 

yourself: “Does that automatically put me in the category of the person who 

serves wealth instead of God?”  This is a stereotype that some people 

believe about Christians.  There is a vow of poverty taken by some men 

and women of certain religious orders.  That vow of poverty is sometimes 

thought to be a Christian ideal to which all Christians should aspire.  Critics 

who believe this then say Christians who do possess wealth are hypocrites.  

This recently happened to me.  However, they just outwardly said that I 

was not a Christian.  Rich or poor money does seem to rule our lives one 

way or another so how do we know when we are serving wealth and not 

God?  The answer to that seems to be embedded in today's very confusing 

Gospel. 

     In this Gospel we have a very rich man who has so much property that 

he has hired a man, a manager, to help run it.  It has come to the attention 

of the rich man that this manager has squandered his wealth.  So the rich 

man fires the manager but no one knows it yet and the manager still has 

the accounting books.  Before the rich man can tell his debtors of this 

change the manager approaches the debtors and reduces what they owe 

the rich man.  He did this to win their favor.  He was hoping one of them 

would give him a job or a place to stay once he was no longer working.  

    To the hears of this parable we think Jesus would condemn this 

manager for his dishonesty but instead, he praises him for his shrewdness!  

Then he encourages his followers, the children of light, to do the same but 

with a caveat, we must be faithful in what we have.  In other words, be 

shrewd with what you have but in an honest and faithful way.  If we pay 
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attention we might also notice that as the dishonest manager shrewdly 

used what he had he was also building relationships.  

     It seems like how much money we have means nothing to God.  How 

we conduct ourselves around money is a different matter.  This parable is 

about money but it is about so much more.  It’s about knowing what rules 

our hearts, and it’s about knowing whom we serve as we use our money 

shrewdly.  In doing that, it is also about building relations with others. 

     The Parable of the Prodigal Son is a good example and a bad example 

of how to use our wealth.  In this parable, there is a son of a wealthy man 

who insists that his father give him his inheritance right then.  The father did 

as the son requested.  The son left home and proceeded to spend this 

wealth on himself, doing what he wanted to do.  When the money ran out 

and the son was hungry and feeding pigs for a job he decided to go home.  

When he got home his father did not throw his son out in anger but he 

welcomed him.  He spent more of his money by giving this son fine clothes 

and throwing a party to rejoice in his return.  In this parable, the son used 

his wealth in the wrong way.  He was thinking only of himself.  The father, 

however, had a heart of love and forgiveness.  He was not using his money 

for personal gain but was using it to care for his son who was in distress. In 

doing so he started to rebuild a relationship with his son. 

     In a blog entitled “Shrewd Christians”, Verity Jones said:  “Being shrewd 

requires knowing what rules your heart, knowing whom you serve, as 

Jesus suggests when he said: ‘You cannot serve God and wealth.’  If you 

serve wealth for its own sake, you will fail.  But if you serve God and 

shrewdly use what you have for God’s purpose, you will enjoy the blessings 

of life with God.”  I imagine the father in the Prodigal Son parable felt truly 

blessed as he rebuilt that relationship with his son. 
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     Not all of us are as rich as the father in this story though.  Many of us 

are struggling to make ends meet.  Being faithful in what little we have 

seems impossible when there is no more to share, or at least it seems that 

way.   

     I have a nephew who is homeless.  As much as people try to give him 

housing and an opportunity to get off the streets, it seems to be where he 

wants to be.  He recently said that this is where he feels comfortable.  A 

few weeks ago he told me he had some food for dinner that he had 

obtained at a soup kitchen or food bank.  Shortly after that, he was talking 

to a man who had nothing to eat that night and so he shared half of his 

food with that man so both of them could eat.  This is an extreme example 

of faithfully sharing your wealth.  My nephew is a follower of Jesus and it 

gives him joy to share what he can to help others out.  He is serving God 

and using what he has for God’s purpose.  At the same time, he is enjoying 

the blessings of life with God.  I know this is an extreme story of sharing 

wealth and I don’t believe that is what God asks of all of us.  I told this story 

because, be it a little or a lot, sometimes we don’t realize the wealth we 

have.  Wealth that we can faithfully use to help others.   

     Being faithful and shrewd stewards of our wealth extends beyond our 

homes as well.  For a number of weeks now we have heard about “Family 

Promise” and the work they do.  We heard of a faithful donor who will 

match donations up to $1,000 to help the program out.  So if you donate 

$50, Family Promise will get $100.  Now there is a shrewd and faithful way 

of using your wealth.  The members of that program are using that wealth 

to help families who are homeless get back of their feet.  Members of this 

organization are faithful followers of Jesus Christ reaching out to others to 

help heal a very hurting world.  In doing so they create new relations and 
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enjoy the blessings of life with God.  Little by little, as we are faithful with a 

little or a lot, lives are changed. 

     Yes, this parable is about money but it is about much, much more.  It’s 

about knowing what rules our hearts and whom we serve.  It’s about what 

can happen when followers of Jesus, the children of light, shrewdly use the 

abundance God has given them.  It’s about a father welcoming home a 

wayward son, about a homeless person sharing a meal, about a 

community coming together to help a family in need. It’s about the endless 

possibilities of what can happen when we are faithful stewards of our 

wealth.   It’s about Jesus showing us another way to reach out to a very 

hurting world and in doing so finding joy here on earth and in the life to 

come. 

 

Amen 


