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Wake Up 
  
The 4th of July is an establishment in our society today, but it was not always so.  Though it has 
been celebrated since 1776, it became a national holiday officially only in 1941.  Actually, and 
you history buffs know this better than I, the Declaration of Independence was signed by the 
Continental Congress on July 2nd.  It was adopted by the 13 colonies on July 4th.  A little-known 
factoid is that one of Karisse's multiple-grand-uncles, John Adams, insisted that the celebrations 
happen on the 2nd, not the 4th, and is reported to have turned down invitations for the 4th in 
protest.  But these are political events in the life of a people, events that have impact on today, 
but events that do not form other peoples.  They say that Brits celebrate Thanksgiving on July 
4th. 
 
In the life of the Church, on the other hand, we hold that certain events took place in human 
history, recorded for us in Scripture.  The actual "camcorder" version of the events might be 
much in dispute, but the belief that God intersects human history is one of those central tenets of 
our faith and that of many other faith traditions.  Our tradition dares to say that it is not the story 
of a nation, but of humanity, seen through a Christian lens, and not just people, but history, 
creation and the cosmos.  We believe that our faith includes but also transcends human history.  
We believe that God is healing and restoring the world, and that we are recipients of, and 
participants in that healing and restoration. 
 
So, what does it mean to be a Christian and a member of our political system?  This is sermon 3 
in a series of four taken from Ken Wilber's trajectory of the spiritual journey in which we are 
called to, 

• Clean up, 
• Grow up, 
• Wake up and 
• Show up. 

What do we need to wake up from?  What do we need to wake up to? 
 
Jesus in today's Gospel is a classic example of the clash between politics and religion.  Politics is 
about the management of human power and influence.  It seeks to control the ways we relate to 
one another, in a given context and among a given people.  Religion is about the management of 
humanity's relationship with the divine.  It seeks to open up for us the ways God relates to us, 
and invites us to a genuine response. 
 
So here is Jesus, sitting in the synagogue as usual.  He stands up to teach.  We are not told what 
he says, but we are told people's responses.  At first they are amazed.  I can imagine how that 
goes. “Yeah, Jesus, I couldn't agree more!  I don't know where you got this stuff, but you're so 
right on!  My neighbor really, really needs to hear what you're saying!” 
 
And then there is a shift.  “What?  You mean me?  Are you saying that the Romans aren't THE 
BIG ISSUE?  That there might be more weighty things to consider,  like how I'm running my 



business, and how I treat the hated Romans, or my spouse, or my slaves?  That the Samaritans 
are actually deserving of respect?”  And they take offense at him.  As long as it sounds like he is 
affirming peoples' political positions, he's OK.  As soon as he meddles with human power and 
influence, all of a sudden he's not OK.  As the saying goes, he's quit preachin' and gone to 
meddlin'. 
 
What Jesus does next is really sweet.  He doesn't answer them.  He just sends out witnesses.  He 
shares his authority over unclean spirits with them:  The power of love over the power of 
selfishness, the power of forgiveness over the power of resentment, the power of goodness over 
the power of greed.  The authority Jesus shares is spiritual authority with political implications.  
The old systems of power will be shaken to their core by the witness of these men. 
 
They are to take no provisions.  They deserve the hospitality of the people among whom they 
preach.  This is to be a mutual relationship.  Community is at the core.  If the people of a town 
refuse that relationship, don't take it personally.  Just wipe the dust of any lingering ill will off 
your feet, and move along.  The message will not leave with you.  People will remember what 
you said. 
 
Jesus' focus is always on a level greater than politics and social agendas.  He is asking people to 
wake up to the larger reality, that dimension of being he calls the Kingdom of God.  Yes, there 
will be political fall-out, anything of any consequence has, but if you stay awake to this larger 
reality, you will know how to navigate the fall-out with wisdom and compassion. 
 
What does that mean for us on July 4th in these United States?  If we look at ourselves through 
the light of the Kingdom of God, what do we see?  It's really easy to see the obvious, what's 
wrong:  our most embarrassing moments, our cruelest actions.  Or what's right:  our most 
magnificent and noble actions, and our most photogenic sides.  All of these things are ego-
driven, the good and the bad.  The truth lies deeper. 
 
You know, the longer I live with Karisse, the more beautiful she becomes to me.  She hasn't 
really changed all that much, but living with her has challenged me with my own fears and ego 
needs, forcing me to make room in the center for her.  When I see her there, she positively 
glows!  It's like this love has always been there, but it took me a while to get there.  The journey 
inward is a journey into the heart of God, that wise and compassionate gaze of the divine.  Oh, it 
may shine the light of truth in areas you'd rather not look, asking you to "clean up," and it may 
challenge you with your own fears and ego-desires, asking you to "grow up," but all of that is a 
way to get you to wake up to your inner landscape and see it as a temple in which God and you 
live.  Wake up to all of what is within you. 
 
If we look at our society through the light of the Kingdom of God, what do we see?  It's really 
easy to see the obvious:  left and right, conservative, liberal and progressive, white, brown, black 
and those crazy people who are mixes and mess with our categories, our unjust as well as our 
generous laws.  All of these things are social realities.  The truth lies deeper. 
 
The longer I live in the United States, the more I appreciate just what it means to live here.  
There are good people here, who do good things.  In 2010 St. Christopher's Episcopal Church in 



Killeen, TX, of which I was rector, rolled a mission out into its own nonprofit, which has only 
grown since then, doing good things in one corner of Honduras.  I signed a petition a couple of 
weeks ago through the Episcopal Justice Network urging Congress to incorporate a path to 
citizenship for DACA recipients.  Our church is engaged in trying to bring justice into our world 
in ways I'm proud of, and it's made up mainly of people who live in the United States.  There is a 
generosity about the culture of the United States that reaches around the globe.  We are known 
for it.  It's not always as beneficial as we think it will be, but we do do a lot of good out there.  
Wake up to what is around you. 
 
If we look at the globe through the light of the Kingdom of God, what do we see? 
It's easy to see the obvious:  global warming moving faster every day while government agencies 
give lip service but little actual action to abate it, rich countries throwing COVID vaccines away 
while poor countries struggle with 1 and 2% vaccination rates, the dizzying array of races of 
people, and the beauty of the Cascades, the vastness of the Sahara and the jewel of a 
hummingbird. 
 
I remember being in Ireland on sabbatical 10 years ago.  I had taken Landon with me, because 
we spent the first part in Latin America and his command of Spanish was useful to my study 
project.  While in Ireland, though, a fair came to the town square of Kildare, where we were. 
I lost Landon after a while, so I went looking for him.  I found him in a booth displaying 
Ecuadorian tapestries and carvings.  He was speaking a combination of English and Spanish with 
a young brother and sister who were brown-skinned.  Their English had a distinctly Irish sound 
to it!  They were the children of immigrants, of the Otavalo Quichua tribe, known for their 
weaving skills.  They had never set foot in Ecuador, yet their presence blended Ireland and 
Otavalo, Ecuador and Europe.  The longer I live on this planet, the more I see it as a mosaic, 
where nations and cultures, none of which are really any more broken or noble than any other, 
somehow weave together a picture of something—as a Christian I say Someone.  Wake up to 
where you stand in the universe. 
 
We believe that God is healing and restoring the world, and that we are recipients of and 
participants in that healing and restoration.  That's a political statement.  It's also a personal 
statement, and it's a global statement. 
 
Wake up. 
 


