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Pentecost 2, Proper 5 June 6, 2021 

St. Paul’s/Resurrección, Mount Vernon, WA Rev. Paul Moore 

 

Home 
 

A good while back I was fishing with my friend, Laurie.  I had a plastic kayak out onto 

the small lake.  There was a light wind, just enough to feel.  I paddled out into deep water 

and began to cast to likely looking spots closer to the opposite shore.  But as I did so I 

realized that the light wind was actually enough to move me.  In order to cast to the same 

spot, I had to change the angle of my cast.  If I kept the same angle of my cast, I ended up 

casting to a different place.  One might think that it would be easy to stay focused, to 

keep launching my lure true, but to make the lure land in what I hoped to be a big fish's 

home I had to adjust.  "Home" proved to be a bit of a moving target. 

 

We see this theme in the Gospel lesson today.  Jesus spent his whole earthly ministry 

with one "home" in focus, to free humanity and all of creation from the bondage of sin so 

that we could begin the journey back into the heart of God, the one he called Father. This 

happened in many ways; teaching, preaching, modeling and setting examples, and works 

of power that moved people and communities toward this end.  In different 

circumstances, he adjusts his cast to reach this “home.” 

 

In this reading, Jesus has just done one of those works of power.  He has freed someone 

from the bondage of a demon's evil control.  It's not foreign to his ministry, it is 

mainstream.  It is "home."  But the "home" toward which he is moving people is not 

where they thought it ought to be. 

 

The old “home” would have sighed condescendingly, “Thank God for the poor guy!  He 

was a handful!”  (In other words, now we don't have to deal with him.  We don't have to 

be reminded by his presence of the presence of evil among us—and possibly within us.) 

 

There is, therefore, an implicit challenge whenever something like this is done.  It's easy 

to put the victim of evil "over there," and not ask why he or she is a victim.  How might 

they have participated in his or her enslavement?  How might they be possessed and not 

know it?  It's kind of like the racism we talked and prayed about last week.  Nobody I 

know intentionally tries to hold other races down, but the unconscious ways we hold 

ourselves above others have a feeling of the normalcy of home.  Those demons are 

comfortable, sometimes so entrenched that we don't even see that they are there. 

 

So, the Pharisees throw stones to hide their hands.  “By the power of the prince of 

demons he casts out demons.”  After all, they think he is out of his mind.  But who is out 

of their minds here?  If the prince of demons casts out demons, then the house of 

demonry is self-destructing.  Evil consumes itself, whereas goodness gives life.  They 

have inadvertently named their own “home,” and Jesus calls them out.  It becomes 

glaringly obvious that Jesus’ "home" is quite different.  Someone stronger than the 

demon has cast out the evil.  Something significant, something that actually breaks the 
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power of evil has appeared.  Jesus adjusts his cast and his message lands home.  

Everyone afflicted by evil can find freedom in Jesus’ “home.” 

 

Jesus' earthly family doesn't even get it.  Dear Mary, we put her on a pedestal, but she 

also has feet of clay.  She is concerned for her son, so, she rounds up the rest of the 

family for an "intervention."  But Jesus doesn't take the bait.  The Beloved Community is 

broader than blood family.  It is revealed among those who seek God's heart of love, and 

it spreads out from there to all of creation.  Just like in my fishing, I had to keep my eye 

on where the fish were supposed to be, Jesus keeps his eye on the purpose of his mission, 

his real "home,” and adjusts his cast again to make sure his message lands there. 

 

Today it is fitting to say, "Welcome home."  Welcome back home.  After 16 months of 

what seems like exile, after 65 weeks of online worship, after 57 celebrations of Morning 

Prayer and only 8 Eucharists, we're back to a modicum of "normal again."  But like my 

target for fishing, we have found out that "home" is not where it was.  The lockdown 

brought some real challenges so we had to adjust our cast. 

 

We faced a steep learning curve for online worship, and we climbed it.  We found that 

there are some for whom this is a way to join us when otherwise they could not.  We will 

be continuing it.  We felt isolated, so, we began calling one another.  The clergy and 

Vestry started calling, but what I hear is that others were also calling, just checking in.  

We did errands for our most vulnerable.  We took care of one another. 

 

We expanded our “home.”  We launched One Parish, One Prisoner.  The committee is 

meeting regularly.  We are writing letters to Paul Fuentes to get to know him.  We are 

getting some amazing letters back, and now we're talking about an in-person meeting!  

This, too, will continue.  We launched an idea that we had wanted to do for a long time 

already.  Now, Small Group are up and running, and of course, they will continue as well.  

We launched the Participants in Healing Ministry.  After we agreed to set aside 5% of our 

operating budget for outreach, this committee casts an eye out to opportunities for how to 

spend it.  They are gathering ideas locally, on the diocesan, national and international 

level.  This, too, will continue.  We will continue to wear masks until it is safe for 

everyone not to do so.  We have come home, but like all things, "home" has moved, so 

we have adjusted our cast.  In a sense, we have found one another all over again. 

 

On the other hand, with a few adjustments, Jesus kept his cast true.  There are things that 

have not changed about us.  We still believe that God is healing and restoring the world.  

We still believe that we are recipients of, and participants in that healing and restoration.  

We are still in close partnership with Resurrección, with a great interest in those issues 

that are vital to that community.  And we are still in communion with one another, with 

our Bishop and with our Church.  We still hold the same building to be our sacred home, 

and we still love one another, holding one another to be integral members of that part of 

the Beloved Community that we live here.  We maintained what we had financially.  

Whereas in many parishes, the pandemic dealt a rather hard blow to their finances, we 

have done well.  You all have sent in your gifts, and we have held our own.  That, I pray, 

also continues! 
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To dive a bit deeper, just like the freeing of the one possessed caused a ripple through the 

community that pushed it toward the heart of God, changes wrought during the pandemic 

closing of "home" have morphed us into something better than what we were before.  In 

addition to all the changes, we can now pull out ministries that have been on ice for 16 

months, and get them running again: in-person Coffee Hour, along with a virtual one; 

home communions on Sunday afternoons; an in-person choir, when it is safe.; a return to 

in-person meetings of those groups that so desire.  They will feel familiar and safe. 

 

But not too familiar, for the new ministries will continue.  We will continue online 

services, for we found that it broadens our reach.  We will continue with OPOP, because 

we believe it heals and restores the world.  We will continue with Participants in Healing 

because we believe it heals and restores our world.  We will continue to meet in Small 

Groups because by it we receive and share in the healing and restoration of ourselves 

individually and as a community.   Old ministry ideas that we have not really risen to 

may just be dusted off and discussed, things like children's ministry, and a combined 

youth group with Resurrección. 

 

And so, I say, “Welcome home,” and yet, not to the old home, but the new home, one 

where the trials of the past 16 months have challenged us and made us stronger and more 

vibrant, moving us closer to the heart of God, and giving us a clearer vision of our final 

home where God's healing and restoration of the world is complete. 


