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I have been in a similar position as Paul is in Troas. Plans were 

made to go and do one thing and now those plans have been 

completely turned on their head. This is the “second journey” for 

Paul and the original plan was to go with Barnabas, “Paul said to 

Barnabas, ‘Come, let us return and visit the brothers and sisters in 

every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord and see how 

they are doing.’” (Acts15:36) In the narrative this is followed by a 

“disagreement [that] became so sharp that they [Barnabas and 

Paul] parted company” and Barnabas took John-Mark, whom Paul 

refused to travel with, and left for Cyprus and Paul connected 

with Silas and headed west and north toward Turkey and the 

Trinity’s involvement grows. After picking up Timothy, at Lystra, 

they were “forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in 

Asia.” And then the “Spirit of Jesus” thwarted their travel to 

Bithynia and Mysia so here they are in Troas, across the Aegean 

Sea from Macedonia. I assume that Paul and Silas are fairly 

frustrated, and wondering what to do. Timothy has to be 

questioning what he has signed on for.  

 

Paul then has a vision in the night of “a man of Macedonia 

pleading with him and saying, 'Come over to Macedonia and help 

us.’” (Acts 16:9) and a change of pronoun. “We therefore set sail 

from Troas…to Philippi.” This leads to a new ministry. Has Paul 
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been seeking a new way outside of the conventional and 

institutional patterns that he had been striving against prior to 

this? A ministry not imprisoned in old thought categories or 

paralyzed by its traditions (or its property). Did the long walk 

with Silas and Timothy prep him for preaching the news that “… 

that in Jesus of Nazareth, the world has become open to God’s 

generosity; Paul’s listeners are invited to generosity based on 

God’s bottomless mercy.”1 

 

As they spend time in Philippi “a leading city of the district of 

Macedonia and a Roman colony.” They learn the ways of the city. 

It is assumed that there was no synagogue, because it was Paul’s 

usual practice, on the Sabbath, was to go to the local synagogue to 

worship and discuss, in the places they were visiting, but here 

they go outside the gate, by the river where they “supposed (or 

according to the custom according to other translations), there 

was a place of prayer.” They then spoke to the women who had 

gathered there for prayer, meeting Lydia and her household 

among those gathered. 

 

What do we know of Lydia, at least, we have a name, a rarity for 

scripturally based women. Luke states that, “she was from the city 

of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.” Thyatira, a city in 

western Turkey, which Paul may have visited on his way to 

Philippi, and was famous for its purple cloth. We can surmise that 

she was wealthy and privileged as she had a household that 

followed her lead and that she had the resources to host Paul and 

his companions. She also appears not to have been concerned 
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about the local magistrates, as she continued to host and care for 

the needs of this group, after they had been arrested, beaten, and 

jailed. (Acts 16:40) 

 

Lydia provides a glimpse of the Christian view of gifts and 

leadership--of a countercultural movement within the first 

century. Throughout the New Testament we see brief examples of 

women providing very important leadership. Their stories are 

never extensive, but their impact on the life of the church is long 

reaching. 2 

 
While the author of Luke does not tell us what Paul proclaimed, 

alongside the river, that Sabbath morning, we are aware from 

other parts of Acts plus his Epistles what he might have said. We 

are told that God had prepared Lydia’s heart to hear the words 

that were spoken. She was a God-fearer “a worshipper of God” 

and that she responded eagerly and was baptized along with her 

whole household. Lydia and her household will not be first or last 

gentiles to be baptized after hearing the Good News in their own 

context and request or submit to baptism. Acts includes, an 

Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the 

Ethiopians (Act 8:27,37), the Roman centurion, Cornelius, (Acts 

10:2), and later there will be a jailer and his household. (16:33). 

Each embracing a new life and practicing care and hospitality. 

“Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love 

them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.” 

(John 14) 
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Matthew 25 states: “‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 

and gave you food or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 

38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you 

or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw 

you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer 

them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.” 

 

John 14:29 has Jesus saying, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I 

give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me 

say to you, `I am going away, and I am coming to you.' If you loved 

me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the 

Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it 

occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.”  

 

Over and over again we are called to new life, a life based on love 

and trust in a creator who became the incarnate word and walked 

on this earth among us, dealing with life, as we all deal with life. 

Being not afraid, but welcoming all and offering hospitality as God 

works though us in the healing and restoration of the world.  

 

 
1 Walther Brueggemann The Christian Century May 6, 2007  

2 Emlyn A. Ott, The Christian Century, April 28, 2016  


