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When I was a young child I met the first person, of many I would 

meet, who had a number tattooed on their forearm. Her name was 

Bitsa, she was from Poland and she worked for my grandmother. 

Mary Ann and I have been to the US Holocaust Memorial Museum 

and the Holy Land and have seen and heard up close what fear, hate 

and indifference can bring human beings to do to another. How the 

misuse of religion and scripture can lead to hateful actions by 

average folks. We are called to be witnesses  

 

I was originally drawn to the reading from Acts because this week 

marks Holocaust Remembrance Week - April 24 - May 1, 2022, it 

starts at sundown tonight. It is the Sunday before Yom HaShoah, 

Holocaust Remembrance Day, and continues through sundown next 

Sunday. There is much discussion around The Episcopal Church, 

currently there are several resolutions pending before committee of 

General Convention regarding the anti-Semitic tone of scripture 

especially the Gospel of John and his passion narrative. Searching for 

ways to address the sins of the past so they can be addressed. 

Desmond and Mpho Tutu’s book The Book of Forgiving plots out a 

path for just this journey, a path that begins with an honest telling of 

the story.  
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It is the Second Sunday of Easter and the lectionary, gives us this 

same reading from John’s gospel, each of the three years. The other 

readings change in years A and B. The Old Testament readings during 

Easter Season are replaced with reading from the Book of Acts, and 

the Psalms and Epistle readings each differ.  Meaning many homilies 

and sermons about Thomas, locked doors, faith and doubt.  

 

 

On the other hand, there is the celebration of the resilience of the 

Jesus movement as they coped with the death and then resurrection 

of Jesus and wrestled with what all this meant to and for them and 

the world. In Acts we move beyond the grieving, fear and the locked 

space “where they were," there is no “house” in the Greek scripture, 

that John features in his gospel. Jesus comes and stands among them 

bidding them peace. He shows his wounds and the disciples rejoiced 

when they recognized him. The emotional rollercoaster. From 

deepest grief, to fear, to elation that what had been promised was 

coming true.  

 

Jesus again bids his peace and then bestows the commissioning; “As 

the Father has sent me, so I send you.” Jesus breathes his breath, 

God’s breath, on them and intones, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 

of any, they are retained.” The Pentecost moment in John gospel and 

a direction that should instill deep humility. Are any of us ready for 

this job, it is part of what we have been called to and charged to do 

according to John. This is not something I can do and I worry about 
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anyone who knows they can. Yet there is that gift of the Spirit, the 

Ruach Elohim, the healing breath of God, that hovered over the 

waters and breathed life into Adam and the promise not to abandon 

us or leave us orphaned in this world. It is the relationship with God 

and each other that makes this job possible.  

 

Thomas was not present at this appearance of Jesus in behind the 

locked doors and when informed of what the others had experienced 

and were obviously elated over and he makes the statement "Unless 

I see…I will not believe.” And he will be forever known as “doubting 

Thomas” which isn’t really fair to him or to us.  

 

Who is Thomas? Before John fleshed out his character he is part of 

many lists in the synoptic gospels and Acts. John introduces him in 

11:16 when Jesus is going to Bethel to Lazarus and the apostles are 

trying to dissuade him from going because of the danger and 

“Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, “Let 

us also go, that we may die with him.” Later we see Thomas during 

the supper when Jesus is speaking of his death and what is to 

beyond, “Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are 

going. How can we know the way?” Thomas may be feeling lost and 

confused, but he is not afraid to ask for what he needs to stay 

connected and in relationship, giving us permission to claim the 

same.  

 

A week after the first appearance in the locked place, by Jesus, a 

replay of the first except this time Thomas is present and Jesus again 



 

24April2022 2easter C  4 

bids them peace. Jesus invites Thomas to touch and explore his 

wounds and while the translation we use says doubt the Greek 

actually says don’t be a non-believer, or faithless, but believe. There 

really is no doubt here, although I believe that doubt is an important 

part of a faith journey, it is what keeps us honest and brings us back 

to the path. Doubt should bring us into relationship with a 

community that will support and discern with us as we continue this 

journey we have been placed on. Thomas is asking for what was 

promised and asking for the same experience that the others had 

already participated in. Even Mary Magdalene at the tomb with the 

“gardener” and the disciple whom Jesus loved “saw and believed” 

when he went into the empty tomb last week.  

 

At some point the apostles in Acts leave the locked place and are 

arrested, Luke says out of jealousy because of the growing following 

around the healing and preaching of Peter and his companions. They 

are placed in the public prison but an angelic jail break sent them 

back to the Temple to continue. Then they stand trial before the 

Sanhedrin and Peter speaks his piece calling the Council for its 

resistance to transformation that Jesus began and its collusion with 

the empire in keeping the Pax Romana by violence. 

 

As one of the commentaries noted the question becomes–now 

what? We have had Easter and are now in the Season of Easter what 

do we do with that? Things have not changed. What locked doors are 

we behind for fear, indifference, or another reason? Matthew 25 has 

always been a starting place for me verse 35 starts “for I was hungry 
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and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you 

gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 

and you visited me.” The Baptismal Covenant calls us to follow the 

example set in Acts and if you don’t remember the response it is: I 

will with God’s help! 

 

Celebrant:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good   

  News of God in Christ? 

Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving   

  your neighbor as yourself? 

Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,   

  and respect the dignity of every human being? 

 

Thomas gives us permission to participate in a very intimate  

relationship with Jesus and God, each other, to hold God to the 

promises that were made and to ask God, for what we need, as he 

brings John’s Gospel full circle: John 1:14 And the Word became flesh 

and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of grace and truth and “Thomas answered him, 

‘My Lord and my God!” 

Claim the Advocate! And listen. 


