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Easter Vigil April 3, 2021 
St. Paul’s/Resurrección, Mount Vernon, WA Rev. Paul Moore 
 
Hindsight is 20-20 
 
They say that hindsight is always 20-20. 
 
A number of years ago a friend of mine and I decided to take a hike in the Andes 
mountains in Ecuador, east of the capital city of Quito where we both lived.  I knew the 
area from when I was a teen, and we thought we'd drop down from the highest point, 
spend some time fishing for trout at some lakes I was familiar with, and then double back 
around the other side of the high point and return.  What I forgot was that the back side is 
somehow a lot longer than the direct route.  Looking back, it would have been simpler to 
come out the way we came in.  Instead, we went on a 20-mile hike that left us both 
completely exhausted.  Hindsight is always 20-20. 
 
But if hindsight is always 20-20, then it brings a glimmer of hope.  If you don't tell your 
story you will be bound to repeat it.  You have to look at the past in order to learn from it.  
Looking back and learning from your path makes it possible to look forward with more 
wisdom and compassion. 
 
They say that hindsight is always 20-20.  The readings tonight have all been about telling 
the story in order to learn from it.  We heard about how God created the world, seen 
through ancient Jewish eyes, and we are reminded that the way we tell the story of how 
we got here is a reflection of who we think we are now.  This story reminds us that we 
are breath of God and dust of the earth, so we have a divine mandate to steward the earth, 
for we are one with it in relation to the divine.  In hind sight we see that an attitude of 
stewardship goes to the heart of what it means to be human. 
 
The story of the Hebrews escaping slavery in Egypt through the Red Sea is the formative 
element in the story of what it means to be Jewish.  It all goes back to this moment.  A 
slave people have been freed and made into a people of their own, and that story tells 
them who they are.  It is a constant call to hindsight—remember and learn.  Remember 
your God, remember your story.  This is the spirituality of the Hebrews. 
 
Remembering goes to the heart of what it means to be spiritual.  The vision of the dry 
bones is a call to Israel in captivity in Babylon.  It is a call for hope in the darkness.  They 
see themselves, not as dust of the earth and breath of God, nor as a slave people given 
liberation, but as dry bones—and God promises resurrection.  Look to the God who 
formed, you, the prophet says, and you will find hope.  Hindsight here reminds us that 
hope is essential for life. 
 
Zephaniah echoes the previous lesson.  In spite of what they see all around them, God 
will bring the people back to their land and restore their fortunes before their eyes.  The 
losses they have endured can teach them gratitude.  The mistakes they have made can 
teach them compassion.  Hindsight teaches us wisdom and compassion. 
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In the lesson from the Apostolic Instruction, St. Paul reminds us that the death and 
resurrection of Jesus mark out the spiritual path for our own redemption and resurrection.  
We have died to sin and been raised to newness of life.  Look back and remember.  
Hindsight teaches us the way of Jesus. 
 
The Gospel lesson leaves us with women who need to look back.  The women come to 
the tomb and find it empty.  They get the message of the angels that Jesus has risen and is 
going before them into Galilee where they will see him.  Galilee, where the same 
disciples had first met and begun to follow Jesus; Galilee, where Jesus taught and healed 
and walked on the water and raised the dead and preached liberation; Galilee, where 
Jesus had predicted this very moment:  Hindsight, sisters!  But the women flee and say 
nothing, for the are afraid. 
 
The Scriptures resound with the challenge:  Look back and remember!  See and 
remember the truth for what it is.  Tell the story as it really unfolded.  Walk through the 
past with the eyes of the present.  Is hard work, but it leads to clear vision. 
 
They say that hind sight is always 20-20.  At the beginning of March last year, the Bishop 
closed the churches down for 3 weeks, with the option of extending.  He pushed it out to 
6 weeks, and then as the world exploded, indefinitely.  Now, more than 12 months and 
2.75M deaths later around the world, even as another surge is being registered around the 
globe, with the advent of vaccines, a light glimmers on the horizon. 
 
Last May George Floyd was killed by a police officer in Minneapolis.  That started a 
nation-wide wave of protests and questions that have unearthed long overdue dialogs 
about race, equity and liberation.  I just finished a course taught by a Blackfeet professor 
with Bexley Seabury Seminary on the Doctrine of Discovery and how it informed what 
can only be called a 300-year genocide in what is now the United States.  Fallout from 
that doctrine can still be seen in racial inequity in COVID-19 vaccinations.  The 
Washington Immigration Solidarity Network has coordinated efforts across the state, 
including Skagit County (that has really done better than most) in addressing the color 
gap in the rollout of COVID vaccinations.  Light glimmers on the horizon. 
 
Granted, it's not really fair to judge the past by today's standards—I would like to assume 
that people made decisions as seemed best at the time, though I may be wrong, and surely 
our children will judge us by standards we do not foresee, but that does not deny the 
ongoing legacy of those decisions that requires us to respond with our best insight and 
wisdom, rooted in compassion.  I would like to hope that the voices are finally being 
heard. 
 
Maybe one of the most encouraging things to me is the profile of President Biden's 
cabinet picks in terms of gender, race and ethnicity.  He has said he wants a cabinet that 
reflects the face of the nation.  That we're asking the questions at all is a bit of hindsight 
that offers light glimmering on the horizon. 
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They say that hindsight is 20-20.  Looking back over this past year of the pandemic we 
see what we were up against much more clearly, but it also offers hope of regathering in 
person when the time is right; sooner rather than later—there is a glimmer of light. 
 
As two congregations, we are looking back and finding a glimmer of light.  I remember 
well that first Lent when we met and talked about multicultural ministry in partnership 
between Resurrección and St. Paul's.  St. Paul's sees in Resurrección youth, vitality and 
the future.  Resurrección sees in St. Paul's stability, organization and power.  We've got 
the foundations of an amazing experiment in multicultural sharing and ministry.  I saw a 
tomb opening and light shining forth.  We have always stood together on immigration 
issues.  We have rallied together.  We have prayed the same dreams.  Now, more than 
ever, in the racial reckoning sweeping the nation, we can stand together to bring a 
glimmer of hope to people too long held down. 
 
We have before us a potential partnership of great significance.  Lord willing, One 
Parish, One Prisoner will bring Paul Fuentes to us next year.  We are building 
relationships and gathering resources, and when he comes, we will walk with him into 
freedom and liberation—him, Resurrección and St. Paul's. 
 
I have another vision.  There was a time when there was a thriving youth group of kids 
from both congregations.  I wasn't here, but I'm sure you remember.  Why not do it 
again?  We need not be afraid of resurrection like the women were.  Why not reach for 
that glimmer of hope? 
 
Hindsight is 20-20.  At this moment of remembering our Lord's glorious resurrection, 
What do you need to remember?  What glimmer of hope do you yearn for?  What path 
will it illumine before you? 


