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Epiphany 5 February 7, 2021 

St. Paul’s/Resurrección, Mount Vernon, WA Rev. Paul Moore 

 

God’s Story 

 

Last Tuesday I was visiting with my Lutheran friends on the weekly Lectionary 

Discussion I am part of.  One of the Lutheran pastors serves a church in Edison.  He was 

sharing how important stories of homesteading are in his largely agricultural 

congregation.  It's hard to imagine something more central to the story of white expansion 

westward from the Eastern Seaboard.  Daniel Boone, Davy Crocket, even the stories of 

Johnny Appleseed, all tell of brave men (rarely women) who carved out a future and a 

life in a wilderness.  So many of his congregation are direct descendants of homesteaders 

in Skagit county, that those stories are central to who they are. 

 

I found myself reacting rather differently.  I mean no disrespect to the dead or to 

longstanding American icons, but I can’t help thinking that Dan'l Boone, feeling crowded 

by neighbors closer than 7 miles away must have been autistic.  Davy Crocket died in the 

Alamo, and he wasn't even really from Texas.  Johnny Appleseed is an enchanting story, 

but apples aren’t native.  Are they an invasive species?  Besides, my father worked so 

very hard against "homesteaders" in Ecuador in the 1960's.  In those days the Ecuadorian 

government was setting aside land for Indigenous ownership and use.  For the Tsachila, 7 

such parcels of land were marked out.  Local homesteaders, not of Indigenous blood, 

immediately began claiming land inside the parcels, depending on the laws that granted 

deed to anyone who worked a given portion of land for 5 years.  My father fought tooth 

and nail against such incursions in Congoma, where we lived, and to this day, that 

community lost the least amount of land to the "homesteaders." 

 

There are always two sides to a story, or maybe better yet, at least two stories being told 

in the same patch of human history, depending on who is telling the story.   

 

Our faith is told by means of story.  The lessons are good examples this morning.  In the 

lesson from Sacred History, the Hebrews have been in exile for 70 years.  Some of them, 

in fact most likely most of them, put down roots and found a life in Babylon.  This oracle 

is a call by God to get up and go back to the land of Israel.  You're telling yourself the 

story that I have abandoned you in Babylon, and you have to make do with where you are 

and what you have, but my story with you involves a certain piece of real estate, and 

don't think I'm not capable of taking you back.  I will lift you up on eagle's wings... 

 

In the lesson from Apostolic Instruction, Paul is giving us a glimpse into his own story as 

an apostle of the message of Jesus.  I have to preach, he says.  It's no glory of mine, I 

cannot not do it.  In fact, all that might matter to me, status, freedom, Roman citizenship, 

is all secondary to this one thing that is the story I live.  My story is wrapped up in telling 

the story of Jesus in the world in such a way that its transforming power is known in 
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people's lives.  My story is part of the story of Jesus.  I have been given a task, and I have 

chosen to take it up because otherwise my life would not be worth living. 

 

The Gospel of Mark shows us how Jesus' presence in the world confronts the powers of 

darkness.  Simon's mother-in-law is sick in bed and cannot attend to the house guests as 

is expected.  Rather than let the family bear the shame, he heals her.  Then he goes off to 

pray—to reconnect to the source of his inspiration and power—almost in counterpoint to 

the demonic forces he battles.  He comes back and begins to proclaim throughout the 

land.  Proclaiming has two forms, teaching and works of power.  Both have the same 

message:  God is present in the human story, and God's action casts out the demonic 

forces in the human story to bring us into the fulness of our humanity physically, 

emotionally, mentally and socially.  Mark includes this story as a way of saying, You who 

doubt the divine calling of Jesus, here, let me tell you a story.  You who have lost sight of 

what God is doing in the world, let me tell you a story.  You who have succumbed to the 

rise of demonic forces, let me tell you a story.  God is afoot in our world, and you can be 

part of it. 

 

The story of God always includes the human story.  It includes the story of creation as 

well.  Ours is to find ourselves in the God Story, and to take our place in it. 

 

So, what is that story? 

It is the ancient story of the struggle between good and evil.  If the demons in Mark's 

story represent the forces that work against full humanity as we know it in Jesus, there 

are demons aplenty: 

• Racism 

• Sexism 

• Age-ism 

• Homophobia 

• Xenophobia 

• Homelessness 

• Poverty 

Just to name a few. 

 

We face demons of our own. 

• Unruly egos 

• Addictive patterns 

• Self-loathing 

• Depression 

• Anxiety 

Etc. 

 

But we believe that God is healing and restoring the world, and that aw are recipients of 

and participants in that healing and restoration.  God is afoot in the world, and we are part 

of it. 

 

How do we tell God's story?  Many years ago, when I was a new priest, I faced a difficult 

situation in my parish.  I spoke with the Bishop about it, suggesting I should confront the 

people involved directly.  He gave me sage advice.  “Do not confront directly.  Just shine 

the light of truth.”  When you shine the light of truth the demons are named for what they 

are, and they lose their power. 
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Shine the light of truth.  Just like the story of homesteading in Skagit County is more than 

just the settlers or the Natives, it is a larger story of humanity in this area of the globe, 

and how we have interacted with one another, either in ways that enhanced the humanity 

of all or of just a few.  So, God's story is more than just your story or my story, or the 

story of St. Paul's.  It is the story of Jesus as it is being told here, and even more than that.  

It catches up all the human stories of engaging our humanity in relation to one another 

and the rest of creation.  When we tell the whole story, the light of truth exorcises the 

demons. 

 

Live the life of love.  On December 1, 1955 Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on the 

bus to a white person in Montgomery, Alabama.  Jeanne Theoharis, her biographer, notes 

that this was not the first thing she had done in her struggle for civil rights.  She had been 

active for about 10 years already, beginning with her efforts to register to vote.  She was 

denied twice before successfully registering in 1945.  To her satisfaction, she got to 

watch President Linden B. Johnson sign the Voting Rights Act at the White House on 

Aug. 6, 1965.  She told a story of God about what it means to be human. 

 

We are about to embark on something similar.  I won't steal his thunder, because Chris 

Hoke will be our preacher next week and lay it all out for us, but we are going to host a 

prisoner recently released from prison, and help him get integrated into healthy life in our 

community.  We are telling God's story through our acts of self-giving love. 

 

If we believe that God is healing and restoring the world, and that we are recipients of 

and participants in that healing and restoration, the question is always before us. 

• How have WE received that grace? 

• And how are we participating in it? 

• How have YOU received that grace? 

• And how are you participating in it? 

 


