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Epiphany January 9, 2022 
St. Paul’s/Resurrección, Mount Vernon, WA Rev. Paul Moore 
 

Looking for the Light 
 
La Rosca de los Reyes Magos is a tradition that some believe dates back to 14th century 
France.  The Spanish picked it up and brought it to New Spain, now Mexico, where the 
tradition lives on.  On or around January 6th, King's Day, a bread loaf in the shape of a 
large donut is baked.  Shaped like a crown, it is decorated with dried fruit.  Baked within 
are one or several small figurines of the Baby Jesus.  If your piece of the Rosca has a 
Baby Jesus in it you're up for tamales in Candlemas, the Feast of the Presentation, on 
February 2nd. If there are more than one, all the recipients cooperate for the feast. 
 
You see that La Rosca is not only a traditional way of celebrating the coming of the Wise 
Men.  It is a builder of community, a reason to gather and share food.  When you know 
this about La Rosca, it opens your eyes.  It helps you see what is there.  Something new 
has appeared on your horizon. 
 
Epiphany means the shining of divine light in our midst.  In that light, God shows up, so 
to speak, or better put, our eyes are opened to see that God is here.  God's presence 
becomes part of our horizon. 
 
Light shining forth and revealing the presence of God is a theme in our readings today. 
 
In the reading from Isaiah, God's people were in darkness.  A thousand years before, God 
had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  God had made 
them a people and given them a land.  But they were not in the land.  Babylon had come 
and swept the important and influential ones away, leaving behind a ragtag bunch of left-
overs, who intermarried with the people Babylon brought in.  The Exile was clearly 
God's judgment on their unfaithfulness, and their world was plunged into darkness.  But 
here, God promises to shine a light into their darkness.  They will return to the land.  
They will not return to sovereignty of state, but of sovereignty of faith for sure.  Hope 
was surely on the way. 
 
In the reading from Ephesians, the author describes how St. Paul's message of salvation 
through Jesus shone a light into the darkness of the Gentile world in which he preached.  
Jesus was the new light of God, shining into the darkness of the world. 
 
In the Gospel lesson, we have the beloved story of the wise men.  Whether this story has 
basis in what I call "camcorder history," that which can be empirically validated, is really 
rather immaterial.  It's symbolic nature has captivated the Christian consciousness since 
the earliest days, making its way into the text of Matthew's Gospel.  The men are called 
"Magi," in Greek, a sub-priestly class who were learned men, and men of means from 
"the east," where people studied the movements of the stars and deduced truths from 
them.  As the tradition developed, each acquired a name and a set of physical 
characteristics.  By the 7th century, they were saints and martyrs. 
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But if all of this is true, then it is truly an astounding tale, for some of the earliest to 
worship the Christ Child were by all accounts Persian Zoroastrians, Gentiles, and not 
under Torah.  Their response to the light demands no official conversion, merely heartfelt 
and generous adoration.  The "light" God shown into the house of Israel at the end of the 
Exile has become a star that shines light onto the whole cosmos.  The Light of Christ 
burns bright indeed! 
 
In reading these Scriptures and celebrating this day, we declare that we believe that the 
light of Christ continues to shine into the darkness of our world in surprising and 
astoundingly generous ways.  We commit ourselves to watching for God's presence to 
show up on our horizons. 
 
In 2019 a 23-year-old Cuban truck driver Rogel Aguilera-Mederos in Colorado was 
coming out of the mountains with a load of wood.  The brakes on his truck ceased 
working on his way down I-70, and he ploughed into 28 cars backed up behind a 
collision on the highway, killing 4 and wounding dozens, causing thousands of dollars’ 
worth of damage.  Last month a judge handed down the sentence for 27 counts.  She said 
she was constrained by Colorado law to pronounce the sentences, and that he would have 
to serve them consecutively rather than concurrently, condemning him to 110 years in 
prison. 
 
People saw darkness needing light.  Change.org collected over 5 million signatures 
urging the governor to intervene.  Trucking companies boycotted the state.  Protests and 
rallies popped up across the nation.  Last week the governor announced that he was 
commuting 100 years of the sentence, and making Aguilera-Medera eligible for parole in 
2026.  He called on the legislature to overhaul the mandatory sentencing laws, applauded 
the revisions on state inspections installed by Colorado trucking companies, and 
determined that this kind of miscarriage of justice in the name of justice would not 
happen again.  Our own Rev. Baudelina called it "A victory for us."  What I see is light.   
 
Where do you see light? 
 
Last week a news anchor in St. Louis, Missouri who is Korean-American mentioned on-
air that she ate dumplings on New Year’s for good luck.  A white woman complained, 
saying she was "very Asian," and wishing she kept her “Korean to herself.”  Ouch.  This 
woman is more American than I am, since she grew up in the US. 
 
I wanted to see light here!  And then I did.  The anchor merely played the woman's voice 
message on-air.  I read one response by an African American woman who said she would 
be eating dumplings this coming New Years!  We have a delightful prayer in the back of 
our Prayer Books that reads, 

 
"show us your presence in those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your 

love is made perfect in our love for all your children..."1 
 

1 Book of Common Prayer, 1979, p. 840. 
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Where do you see light? 
 
We all watched the Climate Summit in Glasgow, Scotland last year.  The Episcopal 
Church sent a delegation that included our own Rev. Rachel Tabor-Hamilton, rector of 
Trinity church, Everett.  Whereas a lot of good stuff was said, if you're like me, you want 
to see action.  On the website, "The Conversation," I found this little piece of news: 

Pledges, goals and targets for shifting from fossil fuels to cleaner 
energy sources are only as good as the efforts by utilities and 

governments to reach them. Citizen participation and action have 
proved effective at compelling decision-makers to act. For example, 

scholars studying the economic, political and social dynamics that led 
five U.S. municipalities to adopt 100% renewable energy found that 
grassroots citizen advocacy was one of the key factors that drove the 

change. 

According to the Sierra Club, through citizen-driven action, over 180 
cities, more than 10 counties and eight U.S. states have made 

commitments to transitioning to 100% renewable energy. 
Consequently, over 100 million U.S residents already live in a 

community with a 100% renewable energy target.2 

For a governmental cynic like me, I'm finding myself delightfully blinded by light. 
 
Where do you see light? 
 
Epiphany invites to open our eyes and let the brightness of God's presence appear on our 
horizons. 

 
22 https://theconversation.com/the-average-persons-daily-choices-can-still-make-a-big-difference-in-
fighting-climate-change-and-getting-governments-and-utilities-to-tackle-it-too-170442 


