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Morning Prayer, Rite II
Welcome and Announcements 

Please stand as you are able.

Opening Hymn  Buenos Dias, Paloma Blanca | Fairest Dove, Most Lovely Maiden
               Here & next page.
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*ÓPaloma BlancaÓ es un t’tulo usado para la Sant’sima Virgen Mar’a en varios himnos de 
MŽxico.
*Paloma Blanca, literally Òwhite dove,Ó is a title used for the Blessed Virgin Mary in several 
hymns from Mexico.
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Buenos Dias, Paloma Blanca |  Fairest Dove, Most Lovely Maiden                   cont’d.
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Text: Traditional; tr. by Mary Louise Bringle, b.1953, © 2012, GIA Publications, Inc.
Tune: Traditional; acc. by Ronald F. Krisman, b.1946, © 2012, GIA Publications, Inc.



Opening Sentence  
 

Officiant:  In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.            

Isaiah 40:3

Confession of Sin

The Officiant says to the people:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Officiant stands and says:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.
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The Invitatory and Psalter
   

 

All stand, as able.

Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 
People:    And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People:

Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant:  Our King and Savior now draws near:
People:     Come let us adore him.

Officiant and People:

Jubilate            Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
    serve the Lord with gladness
    and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
    he himself has made us, and we are his;
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age.



The people are seated.

Psalm 126
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Readings 

A period of silence will follow each reading.

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
The people remain seated.

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
 because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
 to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
 and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,
 and the day of vengeance of our God;
 to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
 to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
 the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
 the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
 they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
 the devastations of many generations.
For I the Lord love justice,
 I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
 and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
 that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.



I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
 my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
 to spring up before all the nations.

Lector:   The Word of the Lord.   
People:  Thanks be to God

Silence.

All stand, as able.
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Canticle 15       The Song of Mary       Magnificat
          Luke 1:46-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
    the Almighty has done great things for me,
    and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
    in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
    and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
    and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
    to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
The people are seated.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the 
words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every 
form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 
and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.                People: Thanks be to God.



Silence.

All stand, as able.

Canticle 16      The Song of Zechariah         Benedictus Dominus Deus
          Luke 1: 68-79

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
    he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
    born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *
    from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
    and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
    holy and righteous in his sight
    all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
    by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the
                             shadow of death, *
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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John 1:6-8,19-28
The people are seated.

    Officiant: A reading from the Gospel of John.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to tes-
tify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but con-
fessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to 
him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent 
from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither 
the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan where John was baptizing.

Officiant:  The Word of the Lord.
  People:   Thanks be to God

Silence.

All stand, as able.



Canticle 19      The Song of the Redeemed       Magna et mirabilia
          Revelation 15:3-4
      

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *
    surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *
O King of all the ages.

Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *
    for you only are the Holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *
    because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The people are seated.

The Sermon                                                                       Baudelina Paz
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Hymn 68           Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers    



Apostles’ Creed

All stand, as able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
  and born of the Virgin Mary.
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  was crucified, died, and was buried.
 He descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again.
 He ascended into heaven,
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers

All stand, as able.

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
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Officiant and People:
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The Officiant and People say responsively:
 
V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always.
V.    Day by day we bless you;
R.    We praise your name for ever.
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today;
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy;
R.    For we put our trust in you.
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope;
R.    And we shall never hope in vain.

Collects

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we 
are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and 
deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for the Virgin of Guadalupe as per the 2018 Book of Occasional Services:
O God of love, you blessed your people at Tepeyac with the presence of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary of Guadalupe; grant that her example of love to the poor and forsaken 
may stir our faith to recognize all people as members of one family. Teach us to fol-
low in the way you have prepared for us, that we may honor one another in word and 
action. May we who have been marked by your image share with the Mother of our 
Lord your commonwealth of peace, where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God in glory everlasting. Amen.

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection 
of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that 
the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the 
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our 
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having
done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice 
to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and 
to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of 
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this 
new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be 
overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer want and anxiety from 
lack of work. Guide the people of this land so to use our public and private wealth 
that all may find suitable and fulfilling employment, and receive just payment for 
their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in 
quietness and confidence shall be our strength: By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we 
pray thee, to thy presence, where we may be still and know that thou art God; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we 
offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen.
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Hymn 75            There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying   
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The Prayers of the People
2018 Book of Occasional Services

Reader: For all of your people, that we may follow the example of the Mother of 
our Lord, she who lived in the hope of justice, as we strive for unity among all your 
people;

We pray to you, God of mercy.
People:  Hear our prayer.

For our community, that the vision of Juan Diego will inspire us as we strive against 
prejudice, discrimination, hatred and violence;

We pray to you, God of mercy.
Hear our prayer.

For youth and children, the elderly and sick, the weak, helpless and poor (especially 
_________). May our care for them reflect the love of Mary revealed at Tepeyac;

We pray to you, God of mercy.
Hear our prayer.

For every nation and people, (especially the people of __________); for all immi-
grants and refugees, that the vision of Mary would strengthen us to stand with them 
in their struggle;

We pray to you, God of mercy.
Hear our prayer.

That those who have died (especially _________) may rest in your peace, and those 
who mourn (especially _________) may find comfort in fellowship with Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, and all the saints;

We pray to you, God of mercy.
Hear our prayer.
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Silence.

Intercessions may be offered by the people.

Silence.

O God of power and mercy, who gives us roses in a season of darkness; fill us with 
your unexpected truth and vision of peace among all people. By the example of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary of Guadalupe may we seek the justice which unites all people 
everywhere; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The General Thanksgiving

Officiant and People:

Almighty God, Source of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us 
in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
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Closing Hymn               Como un Fuego Brilla y Quema  |
      As a Fire Is Meant for Burning

                                       Here & next page.
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Como un Fuego Brilla y Quema  | As a Fire Is Meant for Burning                 cont’d.
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Officiant:    May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.          
                                                Romans 15:13

 Offertory - Thank you for giving!
 Please drop your offering in the church’s mailbox or mail it to:

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
415 S. 18th Street

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Advent Devotional 2020 
The Advent Devotional Book is available daily at 
http://stpaulsmv.org/category/devotions/prepare-the-way/  
If you would like to receive a devotion from it each morning in your email, go here to 
sign up: stpaulsmv.org/2020-advent-devotional-book/. If you have any questions, please 
email Jen at jennifer.e.mccabe@gmail.com.

Christmas Eve Zoom Pageant 
There will be a virtual procession during the reading of the Christmas Story at the 
Bilingual Christmas Eve Worship on Thursday, December 24 at 6:00 p.m. Feel free to 
participate by moving your figurines/animals (whether it be sheep or tyrannosaurus) and 
other characters from your home crèches across your screens at the appropriate parts 
during the pageant. Questions, contact Mary Ann at supermat@comcast.net

Your Vestry members request your prayers for this congregation and their leadership. They want 
to be in conversation with you. Speak with them so they know the needs of the congregation: 
Bonnie Schuh          Susan Cooper    Sandy McDougall
Dan Niven    Sara Young   Margaret Bird

St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list. 
Please email Penny Worrell at penny.worrell@gmail.com.

     All music used during this service is licensed for online streaming through OneLicense.net #A-725912         
     Cover image: https://twitter.com/UniLentUK/status/942353171409768448/photo/123
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Where are we on the Liturgical Calendar? – Advent

Advent Tells Us Christ is Near…

With the First Sunday in Advent, we begin one of two major cycles of the Church year: 
Advent-Christmas-Epiphany (the Incarnation Cycle). The other major cycle is Lent-Holy 
Week-Easter (the Paschal or Resurrection Cycle). In our liturgies, seasonal changes in scripture 
readings, liturgical texts, music and practice, along with colors and ornamentation, reveal each 
season’s meaning within the overall shape of the cycle of which it is a part.

Advent means “arrival” and “coming.” Advent’s readings weave together the three comings of 
Christ: in the past, in history, as a baby born in Bethlehem; in the future, at the end of all 
history, to bring in God’s kingdom; and in the present, today and every day, in the Word and 
Bread and Wine of the Eucharist, in friend and stranger, in the ordinary moments of living, in 
our hearts. Advent is a season of waiting and expectation, hoping and yearning, looking for, 
preparing for, the coming of Christ.

 At Christmas, God’s promise of salvation is revealed in the birth of Jesus. The unlikely and 
wondrous gift is given—Incarnation! – God’s Word made flesh. And the Word God has 
spoken in Incarnation is Love. Christmas is a season of amazement and celebration of 
Emmanuel, God’s Love come among us in Christ.

Epiphany means “appearance, manifestation.” We hear stories of God revealed in Jesus, God in 
a human being made manifest. The season begins with the visit of the magi to the manger on 
the Feast of Epiphany and the baptism of Jesus on the first Sunday after. It ends with the vision 
of Jesus transfigured on the mountaintop, shot through with the glory of his divinity. Epiphany 
is a season of growing revelation and realization of what Advent points to and Christmas makes 
reality – that over 2,000 years ago, in the little town of Bethlehem, in a baby in a manger, 
God’s grace, mercy, justice and peace came into the world in human form and lived among us 
as one of us. And human possibilities and potential were forever changed.

Long ago, God spoke to us through the prophets, but now God has spoken to us by a Son. 
May we be blessed in our Advent preparations, Christmas celebrations and Epiphany 
discoveries, drawn ever more deeply into the mystery of God in Christ.



https://www.agnusday.org/comics/801/john-01-06-08-19-28-2017
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Th e Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel  206-325-4200           grickel@ecww.org
   Bishop

The Reverend Paul Moore  254-368-6475           padrequiteno@gmail.com  
  Rector

The Reverend Dennis Taylor  360-661-1551           deacon2rn@comcast.net  
  Deacon / Faith Community Nurse

David Sloat    713-834-4335          dsloat617@msn.com
  Organist and Music Director

St. Paul’s Office    360-424-1822  
 Parish Administrator            stpaulmv@comcast.net 

  Bookkeeper             spbookkeeper@comcast.net

If you would like to receive our e-news, please send a message to stpaulmv@comcast.net. 

Welcome to Saint Paul’s!

We hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing.  
Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish.  The 

prayer book gives directions as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines.  
What is more important is that you bring your complete self to worship God. 

Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table.  During the pandemic, 
we share Communion in spirit. We ask that those worshiping with us online reverently pray 

and meditate on God’s grace and blessing whenever you observe the Eucharist being taken.


