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An Order for Compline 
(Rubrics are in italics, the peoples’ parts are in bold.) 

  

The Officiant begins 

The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end. 

Amen. 

  

Officiant:  Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 

People:  The maker of heaven and earth. 

  

The Officiant may then say 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

  

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father: We have sinned against you, through our own fault, in 

thought, and word, and deed, and in what we have left undone. For the sake of your Son 

our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us all our offenses; and grant that we may serve you in 

newness of life, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Officiant:  May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of all our sins, and the grace and comfort 

of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  

The Officiant then says:  O God, make speed to save us. 

 People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

  

The following psalm is said in unison: 

  

138 
1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; * 

before the gods I will sing your praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple 

and praise your Name, * 

because of your love and faithfulness; 

3 For you have glorified your Name * 

and your word above all things. 

4 When I called, you answered me; * 

you increased my strength within me. 

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, * 
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when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

6 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, * 

that great is the glory of the LORD. 

7 Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; * 

he perceives the haughty from afar. 

8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * 

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 

your right hand shall save me. 

9 The LORD will make good his purpose for me; * 

O LORD, your love endures for ever; 

do not abandon the works of your hands. 

  

At the end of the Psalms is said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The reader reads the lesson: (Luke 17:11-19) 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. 

As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, 

saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and 

show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, 

when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated 

himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, "Were 

not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return 

and give praise to God except this foreigner?" Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your 

way; your faith has made you well." 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

  

A short meditation may follow. 

  

Then follows 

V. Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 

R. For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 

V. Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye; 

R. Hide us under the shadow of your wings. 

  

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Officiant and People (please note that this is the shorter version.) 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 



Page 3 of 5 

 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  

Officiant:  Lord, hear our prayer; 

People:  And let our cry come to you. 

  

Officiant 

Let us pray. 

  

The following Collects are then prayed: 

 

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and 

for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great 

bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of 

your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

  

We give thanks to you, O Lord our God, for all your servants and witnesses of time past: for 

Abraham, the father of believers, and Sarah his wife; for Moses, the lawgiver, and Aaron, the 

priest; for Miriam and Joshua, Deborah and Gideon, and Samuel with Hannah his mother; for 

Isaiah and all the prophets; for Mary, the mother of our Lord; for Peter and Paul and all the 

apostles; for Mary and Martha, and Mary Magdalene; for Stephen, the first martyr, and all the 

martyrs and saints in every age and in every land. In your mercy, O Lord our God, give us, as 

you gave to them, the hope of salvation and the promise of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, the first-born of many from the dead. 

Amen. 

 

O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races 

and cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us 

your presence in those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect 

in our love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts the men and women of our 

country who in the day of decision ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy. Grant that we 

may not rest until all the people of this land share the benefits of true freedom and gladly accept 

its disciplines. This we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

This litany follows: 
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Almighty God, giver of all good things: We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this 

land. They restore us, though we often destroy them. 

Heal us. 

  

We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They make us rich, though we often exploit 

them. 

Forgive us. 

  

We thank you for the men and women who have made this country strong. They are models for 

us, though we often fall short of them. 

Inspire us. 

  

We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It has drawn people from 

every nation, though we have often hidden from its light. 

Enlighten us. 

  

We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It sustains our life, though we 

have been faithless again and again. 

Renew us. 

  

Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance 

and prejudice, and to abolish poverty and crime, racism and all forms of oppression. Hasten the 

day when all our people, with many voices in one united chorus, will glorify your holy Name. 

Amen. 

  

A time for free intercessions is made. 

  

The Litany of Thanksgiving follows: 

Let us give thanks to God our Creator for all gifts so freely bestowed upon us. 

  

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea. 

We thank you, Lord. 

  

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ, 

We thank you, Lord. 

  

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 

We thank you, Lord. 

  

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 

We thank you, Lord. 

  

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 
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We thank you, Lord. 

  

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, 

We thank you, Lord. 

  

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 

We thank you, Lord. 

  

For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 

We thank you, Lord. 

  

Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our 

Lord; 

To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

The office ends with the following, said in unison: 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, 

and asleep we may rest in peace. 

  

Lord, you now have set your servant free * to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * whom you have prepared for all the world to 

see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

  

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, 

and asleep we may rest in peace. 

  

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

  

If led by a priest, a blessing may be added. 

 

The Officiant concludes 

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. 

Amen. 


