
SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
We believe that God is healing and restoring the world, 

and that we are recipients of and participants in that healing and restoration.
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Morning Prayer, Rite II
Welcome and Announcements 

          Please stand as you are able.

Opening Hymn 409    The Spacious Firmament on High        Here & next page.
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The Hymnal 1982 - #409 The spacious firmament on high



The Spacious Firmament on High               Cont’d.
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1 The spacious firmament on high,
with all the blue eternal sky,
and spangled heavens, a shining frame,
their great Original proclaim.



Opening Sentence  
 

Officiant:  Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to 
your holy hill and to your dwelling.        

Psalm 43:3

Confession of Sin

The Officiant says to the people:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Officiant stands and says:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.
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The Invitatory and Psalter
   

 

All stand, as able.

Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 
People:    And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People:

Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant:  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:   
People:     Come let us adore him.

Officiant and People:

Venite            Psalm 95:1-7

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
    and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
    and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
    and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.



For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

The people are seated.

Psalm 96:1-13

Officiant and People:

1  Sing to the Lord a new song; *
  sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2  Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
  proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3  Declare his glory among the nations *
  and his wonders among all peoples.

4  For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
  he is more to be feared than all gods.

5  As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
  but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6  Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
  Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7  Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
  ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8  Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *
  bring offerings and come into his courts.

9  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
  let the whole earth tremble before him.
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10  Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is King! *
  he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
  he will judge the peoples with equity.”

11  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
  let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12  Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
  before the Lord when he comes, *
  when he comes to judge the earth.

13  He will judge the world with righteousness *
  and the peoples with his truth.

Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Readings 

A period of silence will follow each reading.

Isaiah 45:1-7
The people remain seated.

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
 whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
 and strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him--
 and the gates shall not be closed:
I will go before you and level the mountains,



I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
 and cut through the bars of iron,
I will give you the treasures of darkness
 and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,
 the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
For the sake of my servant Jacob,
 and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me.
I am the Lord, and there is no other;
 besides me there is no god.
 I arm you, though you do not know me,
so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
 and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
 I am the Lord, and there is no other.
I form light and create darkness,
 I make weal and create woe;
I the Lord do all these things.

Lector:   The Word of the Lord.   
People:  Thanks be to God

Silence.

All stand, as able.
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Canticle 12      A Song of Creation     Benedicite, omnia opera Domini
          Song of the Three Young Men, 35-65

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, *
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, *
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

II    The Earth and its Creatures

Let the earth glorify the Lord, *
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills,
and all that grows upon the earth, *
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, *
    O whales and all that move in the waters.
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, *
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, *
    and all you flocks and herds.
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, *
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.



1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
The people are seated.

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for 
your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of 
the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every 
place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 
For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among 
you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to 
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us 
from the wrath that is coming.

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God.

Silence.

All stand, as able.9
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Canticle 21     You are God       Te Deum laudamus

          
You are God: we praise you;
You are the Lord; we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:
All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:
    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
    heaven and earth are full of your glory.
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;
    Father, of majesty unbounded,
    your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
    and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
you did not shun the Virgin’s womb.
You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.
    Come then, Lord, and help your people,
    bought with the price of your own blood,
    and bring us with your saints
    to glory everlasting.



Matthew 22:15-22
The people are seated.

    Officiant: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew.

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to 
no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is 
it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the 
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, 
and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give 
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 

Officiant:  The Word of the Lord.
  People:   Thanks be to God

Silence.

All stand, as able.

Canticle 17     The Song of Simeon        Nunc Dimittis
          Luke 2:29-32
  

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
    to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see:11
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A Light to enlighten the nations, *
    and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

The people are seated.

The Sermon                                               Rev. Paul Moore

Hymn              We Give Thee But Thine Own
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Apostles’ Creed

All stand, as able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
  and born of the Virgin Mary.
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  was crucified, died, and was buried.
 He descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again.
 He ascended into heaven,
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers

All stand, as able.

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
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Officiant and People:
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The Officiant and People say responsively:
 
V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always.
V.    Day by day we bless you;
R.    We praise your name for ever.
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy;
R.    For we put our trust in you.
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope;
R.    And we shall never hope in vain.

Collects

Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide 
the people of the United States (or of this community) in the election of officials and 
representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be 
protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the 
nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world 
may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

O God, who reigns in glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great 
triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your 
Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has 
gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.
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Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection 
of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that 
the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Heavenly One, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so 
to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of 
our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your 
sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the 
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our 
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, havingdone 
your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may,when night comes, rejoice to give 
you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and 
to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of 
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed 
Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that 
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Hymn           As the Grains of Wheat  
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The Prayers of the People

Reader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Silence.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 
live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; 
that we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ 
in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Silence.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer. 18



We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The General Thanksgiving

Officiant and People:

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us 
in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
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Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Closing Hymn                Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ              

Officiant:    May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.    
                       Romans 15:13
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Donate Sewn Masks: Update from Sandy 
Tremendous thanks goes to all of the people who have been diligently making masks 
during this pandemic.  We are making  Monday, October 19th our last mask pick-up and 
delivery day.  So, if you still have mask pieces ready to be sewn, please finish them by 
this date.  I will be picking up the drop boxes on that Monday. GREAT JOB everyone!! 
As a reminder there are two drop boxes; one outside of St. Paul’s west entrance and the 
other is behind the Anacortes Library on 9th street.

 

 Offertory - Thank you for giving!
 Please drop your offering in the church’s mailbox or mail it to:

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
415 S. 18th Street

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Your Vestry members request your prayers for this congregation and their leadership. They want 
to be in conversation with you. Speak with them so they know the needs of the congregation: 
Bonnie Schuh          Susan Cooper    Sandy McDougall
Dan Niven    Sara Young   Margaret Bird

St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list. Please email Penny Worrell at 
penny .worrell@ gmail.com.

All music in this bulletin is reprinted under OneLicense.net license #A-725912       
Cover image: https://normansennema.com/archives/17078
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Morning Prayer:

Until we can meet together once again, our Sunday Morning worship will generally be Morning 
Prayer, as per the Bishop’s instruction.  For those who remember the days in the Episcopal 
Church when the Eucharist was only celebrated once a month, these days may have a familiar 
feel.  For those of us who do not, it feels like a Eucharistic Fast.  It has been so described by 
others who have written about our current situation.  In the liturgical reforms of the 1970’s the 
Eucharist has become the center of Sunday worship.  Now, however, because of the worldwide 
pandemic, we are back to Morning Prayer as our regular fare.

What is Morning Prayer?  It is a rite originally developed for the Benedictine monastic life in 
England in the Medieval period.  Monks and nuns prayed seven times a day.  Four of those 
prayer services became popular among the common people, Morning Prayer (or Matins,) 
Noonday Prayers (or Non,) Evening Prayer, (or Vespers,) and Compline.  Matins and Vespers 
grew into full-blown services in themselves.  Matins came to fill in on Sunday mornings when a 
priest was not available to preside at the Eucharist. 

In the American church, the term Matins is rarely used, preferring the more descriptive, Morning 
Prayer.  The rite became very popular in the western expansion precisely because it could be led 
by lay people.  Our Prayer Books throughout the years have reflected this, always including a 
well-constructed rite.  Our current one is no exception.

Adapted as it is for lay leadership, you will notice that the lay form for the absolution is provided 
for in the rubrics (instructions written in italics and smaller size.)  There is no provision for a 
sermon.  It has always been an Anglican thought that the Bible, read aloud to the people in their 
own language, was the foundation of spiritual formation in worship.  When used as the primary 
service on Sunday, a sermon is usually inserted where we do it, or after the Creed, or even just 
before the dismissal. Rubrics for a blessing are also omitted.

The structure of the rite borrows from the synagogue worship of the early Jewish Christians, 
just like the first part of a Eucharistic service.  It follows the same format of an introductory rite, 
readings from Scripture, prayers and a dismissal.  Because Morning Prayer’s focus is Scripture 
and Prayer, the introductory rites and the readings themselves are more elaborately done, and the 
prayers are more extensive.  At St. Paul’s, after the Collects, where the rubrics allow for “other 
authorized intercessions,” we insert another set of prayers that focus our petitions on concerns of 
our time and place. 

Because it is not a Eucharistic service, the services do not employ the liturgical colors.  Instead 
of a white alb and stole, the presider often wears a black cassock, a white surplice over it, and 
a tippet.  The tippet looks like a black stole, but it is really an academic vestment.  It often has 
emblems of academic affiliations attached near the tips.  Fr. Paul’s has an Episcopal shield, and 
the shields of two seminaries from which he holds degrees. A simple alb with no stole may also 
be used.



Th e Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel  206-325-4200           grickel@ecww.org
   Bishop

The Reverend Paul Moore  254-368-6475           padrequiteno@gmail.com  
  Rector

The Reverend Dennis Taylor  360-661-1551           deacon2rn@comcast.net  
  Deacon / Faith Community Nurse

David Sloat    713-834-4335          dsloat617@msn.com
  Organist and Music Director

St. Paul’s Office    360-424-1822  
 Parish Administrator            stpaulmv@comcast.net 

  Bookkeeper             spbookkeeper@comcast.net

If you would like to receive our e-news, please send a message to stpaulmv@comcast.net. 

Welcome to Saint Paul’s!

We hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing.  
Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish.  The 

prayer book gives directions as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines.  
What is more important is that you bring your complete self to worship God. 

Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table.  We use real wine in 
the cup.  If you wish to receive only a blessing, simply cross your arms in front of you as 

the priest approaches.  If you do not want to drink from the chalice, keep the piece of bread on 
your open palm, and present it to the chalice bearer, who will then dip the bread into the wine 
and place it on your tongue.  Non-gluten bread is also available.  Please inform us if this is your    
preference.


