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Morning Prayer, Rite II

Welcome and Announcements 

                Please stand as you are able.

Opening Hymn                     For the Healing of the Nations                
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For the Healing of the Nations



Opening Sentence  
 

Officiant:  Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to 
your holy hill and to your dwelling.            
                 Psalm 43:3 

Confession of Sin

The Officiant says to the people:

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, 
let us in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may 
obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling:

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.
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The Officiant stands and says:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
     

All stand, as able.

Officiant:  O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.  
People:    And your glory all the day long.  

Officiant and People:

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant:  Alleluia. Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
People:    Let all the peoples praise you.  Alleluia.

Officiant and People:

Morning Psalm       Psalm 67:1-5  

O God, be merciful to us and bless us, *
 show us the light of your countenance and come to us. 
Let your ways be known upon earth, * 
 your saving health among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
 let all the peoples praise you. 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 
 for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations upon earth. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
 let all the peoples praise you. 3
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The people are seated.

Psalm 86:11-14,16-17



Readings 

A period of silence will follow each reading.

Isaiah 44:6-8
The people remain seated.

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,
 and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last;
 besides me there is no god.
Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
 let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
 Let them tell us what is yet to be.
Do not fear, or be afraid;
 have I not told you from of old and declared it?
 You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
 There is no other rock; I know not one.

Lector:   The Word of the Lord.   
People:  Thanks be to God

Silence.

All stand, as able.
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Canticle B    A Song of Pilgrimage   Priusquam errarem 
 Ecclesiasticus 51:13-16,20b-22 

Before I ventured forth,
even while I was very young, * 
 I sought wisdom openly in my prayer.
In the forecourts of the temple I asked for her, * 
and I will seek her to the end. 
From first blossom to early fruit, * 
 she has been the delight of my heart. 
My foot has kept firmly to the true path, * 
 diligently from my youth have I pursued her. 
I inclined my ear a little and received her; * 
 I found for myself much wisdom and became adept in her. 
To the one who gives me wisdom will I give glory, * 
 for I have resolved to live according to her way. 
From the beginning I gained courage from her, *
  therefore I will not be forsaken. 
In my inmost being I have been stirred to seek her, * 
 therefore have I gained a good possession. 
As my reward the Almighty has given me the gift of language,*
  and with it will I offer praise to God. 



Romans 8:12-25
The people are seated.

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- 
for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are chil-
dren of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we 
may also be glorified with him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory 
of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 
pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bod-
ies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God.

Silence.

All stand, as able.
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Canticle 16     The Song of Zechariah      Benedictus Dominus Deus
          Luke 1: 68-79

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
    he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
    born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *
    from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
    and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
    holy and righteous in his sight
    all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
    by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the
                             shadow of death, *
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



Matthew 13:24-30,36-43
The people are seated.

    Officiant: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew.

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be com-
pared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, 
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done 
this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he 
replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 
Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.’”

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one 
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed 
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers 
are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the 
end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace 
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

Officiant:  The Word of the Lord.
  People:   Thanks be to God

Silence.
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All stand, as able.

Canticle N     A Song of God’s Love      
          1 John 4:7-11 

Beloved, let us love one another, * 
 for love is of God. 
Whoever does not love does not know God, * 
 for God is Love. 
In this the love of God was revealed among us, * 
 that God sent his only Son into the world,
 so that we might live through Jesus Christ. 
In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us * 
 and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven. 
Beloved, since God loved us so much, * 
 we ought also to love one another. 
For if we love one another, God abides in us, * 
 and God’s love will be perfected in us. 

The people are seated.

The Sermon                           The Reverend Dennis Taylor
 



Hymn 525                 The Church’s One Foundation 
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PDHymns.com 

The Church’s One Foundation 

Words: Samuel J. Stone 

Music: Samuel S. Wesley
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Apostles’ Creed

All stand, as able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
  and born of the Virgin Mary.
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  was crucified, died, and was buried.
 He descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again.
 He ascended into heaven,
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers

All stand, as able.

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 



Officiant and People:
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The Officiant and People say responsively:
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R.    And grant us your salvation.
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R.    Let your people sing with joy.
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R.    For only in you can we live in safety.
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;
R.    Your saving health among all nations.
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Collects

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask 
and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give 
us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we 
cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection 
of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that 
the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this 
new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be 
overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you 
so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of 
our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your 
sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: 
Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and 
hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in 
bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 
purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in 
harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our 
struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, 
and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Compassionate God, support and strengthen all those who reach out in love, concern, 
and prayer for the sick and distressed. In their acts of compassion, may they know 
that they are your instruments. In their concerns and fears may they know your peace. 
In their prayer may they know your steadfast love. May they not grow weary or 
faint-hearted, for your mercy’s sake. Amen. 

Creator of all, you have appointed us into tribes and nations, intending that we 
befriend and respect each others your children: help us to recognize your image in 
ourselves and others, such that we may stand together in awe of you. In this time of 
division in our nation and the world, give us grace to live your compassion, mercy, 
and love, especially with those whom we disagree. In the Name of Jesus, give us a 
heart to hold fast to hope for the earth and all the human community. Amen.
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Hymn  707                 Take My Life and Let it Be  
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The Hymnal 1982 - #707 Take my life, and let it be

1 Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days,
let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;



Prayers of the People

Reader:  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence.
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For all affected by coronavirus around the world. For the leaders of the nations that 
they may work together for the common good as the outbreak spreads. 
May barriers that divide be brought down that bonds of trust may be strength-
ened to benefit the entire human family.

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they have access to medical care and 
regain their strength and health; grant them your healing grace. 
Give strength to all who are caring for loved ones.

Remove the presence of fear and anxiety from our hearts, that confident in your 
providence;
We may be generous in sharing our resources.

Grant that our churches and communities of faith may reflect your love, as they 
minister to the most vulnerable among us; fill them with your Holy Spirit 
Working to be your healing hands and feet to all in need.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
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For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Greg and Brian, our Bishops; and for all 
bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence.

The People may add their own petitions. 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence.

The People may add their own thanksgivings.

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence.

The People may add their own petitions.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

Lifting our voices with all creation, with Paul and all the saints, let us offer ourselves 
and one another to the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord Our God.

Officiant:
Creator and giver of all things, hear the prayers we offer today and set free your 
creation from its bondage to decay; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The General Thanksgiving

Officiant and People:

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. 
We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this 
world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care 
which surrounds us on every side. 
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for 
leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; 
for the truth of his Word and the example of his life; 
or his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; 
for his dying, through which he overcame death; 
and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your 
kingdom. Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make 
him known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to 
you in all things. Amen.

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us 
in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
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Closing Hymn 657             Love Divine All Loves Excelling          Here & next page.
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 Love Divine All Loves Excelling                Cont’d.

Officiant:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.   

2 Corinthians 13:14

 Offertory - Thank you for giving!
 Please drop your offering in the church’s mailbox or mail it to:

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
415 S. 18th Street

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Your Vestry members request your prayers for this congregation and their leadership. 
They want to be in conversation with you. Speak with them so they know the needs of 
the congregation: 
Bonnie Schuh          Susan Cooper    Sandy McDougall
Dan Niven    Sara Young   Margaret Bird

St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list. Please email Penny Worrell 
at penny.worrell@ gmail.com.

All music in this bulletin is reprinted under OneLicense.net license #A-725912       
Cover image: http://www.reformationmissions.com/2013/10/sunday-scripture-matthew-1324-3036-43.html
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Morning Prayer:

Until we can meet together once again, our Sunday Morning worship will generally be Morning 
Prayer, as per the Bishop’s instruction.  For those who remember the days in the Episcopal 
Church when the Eucharist was only celebrated once a month, these days may have a familiar 
feel.  For those of us who do not, it feels like a Eucharistic Fast.  It has been so described by 
others who have written about our current situation.  In the liturgical reforms of the 1970’s the 
Eucharist has become the center of Sunday worship.  Now, however, because of the worldwide 
pandemic, we are back to Morning Prayer as our regular fare.

What is Morning Prayer?  It is a rite originally developed for the Benedictine monastic life in 
England in the Medieval period.  Monks and nuns prayed seven times a day.  Four of those 
prayer services became popular among the common people, Morning Prayer (or Matins,) 
Noonday Prayers (or Non,) Evening Prayer, (or Vespers,) and Compline.  Matins and Vespers 
grew into full-blown services in themselves.  Matins came to fill in on Sunday mornings when a 
priest was not available to preside at the Eucharist. 

In the American church, the term Matins is rarely used, preferring the more descriptive, Morning 
Prayer.  The rite became very popular in the western expansion precisely because it could be led 
by lay people.  Our Prayer Books throughout the years have reflected this, always including a 
well-constructed rite.  Our current one is no exception.

Adapted as it is for lay leadership, you will notice that the lay form for the absolution is provided 
for in the rubrics (instructions written in italics and smaller size.)  There is no provision for a 
sermon.  It has always been an Anglican thought that the Bible, read aloud to the people in their 
own language, was the foundation of spiritual formation in worship.  When used as the primary 
service on Sunday, a sermon is usually inserted where we do it, or after the Creed, or even just 
before the dismissal. Rubrics for a blessing are also omitted.

The structure of the rite borrows from the synagogue worship of the early Jewish Christians, 
just like the first part of a Eucharistic service.  It follows the same format of an introductory rite, 
readings from Scripture, prayers and a dismissal.  Because Morning Prayer’s focus is Scripture 
and Prayer, the introductory rites and the readings themselves are more elaborately done, and the 
prayers are more extensive.  At St. Paul’s, after the Collects, where the rubrics allow for “other 
authorized intercessions,” we insert another set of prayers that focus our petitions on concerns of 
our time and place. 

Because it is not a Eucharistic service, the services do not employ the liturgical colors.  Instead 
of a white alb and stole, the presider often wears a black cassock, a white surplice over it, and 
a tippet.  The tippet looks like a black stole, but it is really an academic vestment.  It often has 
emblems of academic affiliations attached near the tips.  Fr. Paul’s has an Episcopal shield, and 
the shields of two seminaries from which he holds degrees. A simple alb with no stole may also 
be used.



Th e Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel  206-325-4200           grickel@ecww.org
   Bishop

The Reverend Paul Moore  254-368-6475           padrequiteno@gmail.com  
  Rector

The Reverend Dennis Taylor  360-661-1551           deacon2rn@comcast.net  
  Deacon / Faith Community Nurse

Pam Pryor               ppryor@webmail.blainesd.org
  Organist and Music Director

St. Paul’s Office    360-424-1822  
 Parish Administrator            stpaulmv@comcast.net 

  Bookkeeper             spbookkeeper@comcast.net

If you would like to receive our e-news, please send a message to stpaulmv@comcast.net. 

Welcome to Saint Paul’s!

We hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing.  
Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish.  The 

prayer book gives directions as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines.  
What is more important is that you bring your complete self to worship God. 

Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table.  We use real wine in 
the cup.  If you wish to receive only a blessing, simply cross your arms in front of you as 

the priest approaches.  If you do not want to drink from the chalice, keep the piece of bread on 
your open palm, and present it to the chalice bearer, who will then dip the bread into the wine 
and place it on your tongue.  Non-gluten bread is also available.  Please inform us if this is your    
preference.


