SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
We believe that God is healing and restoring the world,
and that we are recipients of and participants in that healing and restoration.

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021
THE SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION
415 SOUTH 18TH ST., MOUNT VERNON WA 98274-4658
360-424-1822
E-MAIL: STPAULMV@COMCAST.NET
WEBSITE: WWW.STPAULSMV.ORG

Morning Prayer, Rite II
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Please stand as you are able.

The Hymnal 1982 - #58 Lo! he comes, with clouds descending
Opening
Hymn - #58 Lo! he comes,
Lo, He Comes
with Clouds
The
TheHymnal
Hymnal1982
1982 - #58 Lo! he comes,with
withclouds
cloudsdescending
descending
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Here & next page.

Lo, He Comes with Clouds

cont’d.

Opening Sentence
.Officiant: Alleluia! Christ is risen
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Confession of Sin
The Officiant says to the people:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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The Officiant stands and says:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand, as able.

Officiant: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People:

Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
Officiant: Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed:
People: Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #46 Daily Morning Prayer II, Christ our Passover:
Pascha
Christ
ourNostrum
Passover
Pascha Nostrum
Here & next page.
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Christ our Passover

Pascha Nostrum

cont’d.
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The people are seated.

Psalm 47

Omnes gentes, plaudite

1

Clap your hands, all you peoples; *
shout to God with a cry of joy.

2

For the Lord Most High is to be feared; *
he is the great King over all the earth.

3

He subdues the peoples under us, *
and the nations under our feet.

4

He chooses our inheritance for us, *
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.

5

God has gone up with a shout, *
the Lord with the sound of the ram’s-horn.

6

Sing praises to God, sing praises; *
sing praises to our King, sing praises.

7

For God is King of all the earth; *
sing praises with all your skill.

8

God reigns over the nations; *
God sits upon his holy throne.

9

The nobles of the peoples have gathered together *
with the people of the God of Abraham.

10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, *
and he is highly exalted.
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Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

Acts 1:1-11
The people remain seated.

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.”
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Silence.

All stand, as able.

6

Canticle L

A Song of Christ’s Humility

Philippians 2:6-11

Though in the form of God, *
Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God,
But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, *
and was born in human likeness.
Being found in human form, he humbled himself *
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.
Therefore, God has highly exalted him *
and given him the name above every name,
That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, *
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, *
to the glory of God the Father
Ephesians 1:15-23
The people are seated.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and
for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit
of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are
the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.
God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age
to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Silence.

All stand, as able.

Canticle P

A Song of the Spirit

Revelation 22:12-17

“Behold, I am coming soon,” says the Lord,
“and bringing my reward with me, *
to give to everyone according to their deeds.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, *
the beginning and the end.”
Blessed are those who do God’s commandments,
that they may have the right to the tree of life, *
and may enter the city through the gates.
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you, *
with this testimony for all the churches.
“I am the root and the offspring of David, *
I am the bright morning star.”
“Come!” say the Spirit and the Bride; *
“Come!” let each hearer reply!
Come forward, you who are thirsty, *
let those who desire take the water of life as a gift.
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Luke 24:44-53
The people are seated.

Officiant: A reading from the Gospel of Luke.
Jesus said to his disciples, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised;
so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.
While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.
And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were
continually in the temple blessing God.

Officiant: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

Silence.

All stand, as able.
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Canticle Q

A Song of Christ’s Goodness

Anselm of Canterbury

Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you; *
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children.
Often you weep over our sins and our pride, *
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgment.
You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds, *
in sickness you nurse us and with pure milk you feed us.
Jesus, by your dying, we are born to new life; *
by your anguish and labor we come forth in joy.
Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; *
through your gentleness, we find comfort in fear.
Your warmth gives life to the dead, *
your touch makes sinners righteous.
Lord Jesus, in your mercy, heal us; *
in your love and tenderness, remake us.
In your compassion, bring grace and forgiveness, *
for the beauty of heaven, may your love prepare us.

The people are seated.

The Sermon

The Reverend Keith Axberg
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Hymn
Jesus Shall Reign
The Hymnal 1982 - #544 Jesus shall reign whereÕer the sun
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1 Jesus shall reign whereÕer the sun
doth his successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.
2 To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head;

Apostles’ Creed
All stand, as able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
All stand, as able.

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.
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Officiant and People:
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The Officiant and People say responsively:

V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold them, now and always.
Day by day we bless you;
We praise your name for ever.
Lord, keep us from all sin today;
Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.
Lord, show us your love and mercy;
For we put our trust in you.
In you, Lord, is our hope;
And we shall never hope in vain.

Collects
Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all
heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that,
according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the
ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great
triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your
Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has
gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that
your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the
radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends
of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection
of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that
the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 14

We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth and sky and sea; for
the richness of mountains, plains, and rivers; for the songs of birds and the
loveliness of flowers. We praise you for these good gifts, and pray that we may
safeguard them for our posterity. Grant that we may continue to grow in our grateful
enjoyment of your abundant creation, to the honor and glory of your Name, now and
for ever. Amen.
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you
so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of
our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your
sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we
offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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Hymn
Rejoice, the Lord of Life Ascends
The Hymnal 1982 - #222 Rejoice, the Lord of life ascends
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Celebrations and Thanksgving
David Sloat and David Malone will celebrate 35 years together on Wednesday, the 19th.
Jen McCabe: My 41st birthday is on Wednesday, May 19th.
Prayers of the People
Reader: On this day we praise our God for the dying which destroyed our death, and
we pray for our world in need of life.
Reader: From our self-absorbed ways and overly inward eyes,
People: Free us, O God of Life.
Reader: From our oblivion to the effects of our actions on others,
People: Free us, O God of Love.
Reader: From our blindness to the sins of our society,
People: Free us, O God of Community.
Reader: From our inaction in the face of needless suffering,
People: Free us, O God of Justice.
Reader: To those who lead, here and afar,
People: Give the wisdom of your Life, O God.
Reader: To those who suffer needlessly,
People: Give the comfort of your Love, O God.
Reader: To those who now see You face to face,
People: Give them their share in your divine Community, O God.
Reader: To those who strive for your kingdom,
People: Give them the vision of your justice, O God.
Reader: To life that is greater than mere living,
People: Lead us, O God of Life.
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Reader: To others who need us across the distances,
People: Lead us, O God of Love.

Reader: To growth in directions we did not foresee,
People: Lead us, O God of Community.
Reader: To living witness to your resurrected life,
People: Lead us, O God of Justice.
The People may add their own petitions.

Officiant: To the One who is the road on which we travel, our companion along
the way, and our journey’s end, we pray in boldness and confidence through faith in
Christ Jesus, Amen.
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People:

Almighty God, Source of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us
in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 18
A priestly blessing may be added.

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Closing Hymn

See, the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph

See, the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph
Here & next page.
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See, the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph

See, the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph

cont’d.
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Officiant:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

2 Corinthians 13:14

Offertory - Thank you for giving!
Please drop your offering in the church’s mailbox or mail it to:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
415 S. 18th Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Celebrations and Thanksgiving of Life
Submit your celebrations of birthdays and other life events to be read aloud in the service
via email (stpaulmv@comcast.net) by Wednesday afternoons at 2:00 p.m.

Your Vestry members request your prayers for this congregation and their leadership.
They want to be in conversation with you. Speak with them so they know the needs of
the congregation:
Bonnie Schuh
Dan Niven

Darcy Wells
Sara Young

Sandy McDougall
Frosty Wilkinson

St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list.
Please email Penny Worrell at penny.worrell@gmail.com.
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Welcome to Saint Paul’s!

W

e hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing.
Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish. The
prayer book gives directions as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines.
What is more important is that you bring your complete self to worship God.

E

veryone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table. During the pandemic,
we share Communion in spirit. We ask that those worshiping with us online reverently pray
and meditate on God’s grace and blessing whenever you observe the Eucharist being taken.

The Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel
Bishop

206-325-4200

grickel@ecww.org

The Reverend Paul Moore
Rector

254-368-6475

padrequiteno@gmail.com

The Reverend Dennis Taylor
360-661-1551
Deacon / Faith Community Nurse

deacon2rn@comcast.net

David Sloat

dsloat617@msn.com

713-834-4335
Organist and Music Director

St. Paul’s Office

Parish Administrator
Bookkeeper

360-424-1822

stpaulmv@comcast.net

spbookkeeper@comcast.net

If you would like to receive our e-news, please send a message to stpaulmv@comcast.net.

