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The Holy Eucharist - Enriching Our Worship

Welcome and Announcements    

Opening Hymn 124   What Star is this, with beams so bright              
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The Hymnal 1982 - #124 What star is this, with beams so bright

1 What star is this, with beams so bright,
more beauteous than the noonday light?
It shines to herald forth the King,
and Gentiles to his crib to bring.

2 True spake the prophet from afar
who told the rise of JacobÕs star;
and eastern sages with amaze



Please stand as able.

   Presider:   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People:   Glory to God for ever and ever.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Trisagion                                  (Repeat x3)

The Collect 

Presider:  God be with you.
People:    And also with you.

Presider:  Let us pray.

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the 
earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your 
glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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TRISAGION
after Alexander Archangelsky

Arranged by Richard Proulx

Music: Missa Oecumenica; Richard Proulx, 1937–2010, © 1999, 2012. Richard Proulx.
Published by TRINITAS. All rights reserved.

Ho ly Im mor tal One, have mer cy up on us.

Ho ly God, ho ly and might y,



The Liturgy of the Word

Please be seated.

A Reading from Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
 and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
 and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
 and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
 and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;
 they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
 and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
 your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
 the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
 all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
 and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People:  With your help, O God, we will listen and live.
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Psalm 72:1-2,8,10,12-13,17



A Reading from Ephesians 3:1-12

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles-- for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was 
given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 
above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding 
of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given 
me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and 
to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created 
all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now 
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in 
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

Lector:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People:  With your help, O God, we will listen and live.

Please stand as able.

Gradual Hymn 128      We Three Kings of Orient Are              Here & next page.                
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The Hymnal 1982 - #128 We three kings of Orient are
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We Three Kings of Orient Are                  cont’d.

The Hymnal 1982 - #128 We three kings of Orient are

1 We three kings of Orient are,
bearing gifts we traverse afar,

field and fountain,
moor and mountain,

following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright;

westward leading,
still proceeding,

guide us to thy perfect light!
2 Born a King on BethlehemÕs plain,

gold I bring to crown him again,
King for ever,
ceasing never

over us all to reign.
Refrain

3 Frankincense to offer have I:
incense owns a Deity nigh;

prayer and praising,
gladly raising,

worship him, God Most High.
Refrain

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;

sorrowing, sighing,
bleeding, dying,

sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
Refrain

5 Glorious now behold him arise,
King and God and Sacrifice;
heaven sings alleluia:
alleluia the earth replies.
Refrain

The Hymnal 1982 - #128 We three kings of Orient are



Presider:  The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According to Matthew 2:1-12 
 People:  Glory to you, O Christ.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet:

 `And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

 for from you shall come a ruler
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search dili-
gently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 
and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road.

Presider:  The Gospel of the Lord.
 People:   Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon                 The Reverend Paul Moore

7



8

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
 and became truly human.
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again
 in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father,
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
 who has spoken through the prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
      and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People

Eucharistic Minister: In peace and in faith, let us offer our prayers,

Silence.

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For our Presiding Bishop, and Greg our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence.

The People may add their own petitions.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence.



The People may add their own thanksgivings.

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence.

The People may add their own petitions.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

  Silence may be kept.

  Presider and People:

  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
  in your compassion forgive us our sins,
  known and unknown,
  things done and left undone;
  and so uphold us by your Spirit
  that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
  to the honor and glory of your Name;
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect.
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Confession and Absolution

Presider: Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.

Presider and People:

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
 in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
 the evil we have done,
 and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Presider speaks an Absolution.

The Peace / La Paz

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. / La paz del Señor sea siempre con 
ustedes.
People:   And also with you. / Y con tu espíritu.

    If you are worshiping with us virtually, use the chat function to “say” peace to your fellow 
   parishioners, or text/email someone with whom you would like to share the peace of Christ.
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Celebrations and Thanksgiving of Life

Offertory  Hymn 119      As with Gladness Men of Old              
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The Hymnal 1982 - #119 As with gladness men of old

1 As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold;
as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led to thee.

2 As with joyful steps they sped



The Holy Communion                               Eucharistic Prayer 1

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to come forward for communion or 
blessing. Glutenfree wafers are available. The assembly is invited to stand for the Eucharistic Prayer.       

Presider:  The Lord be with you.
People:   And also with you.

Presider:  Lift up your hearts.
People:   We lift them to the Lord.

Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:   It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider:  It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source 
of life and fountain of mercy. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have
caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face 
of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and 
with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Presider and People: 
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Presider:   You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and 
show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and 
in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated 
your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care 
for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. Through Abraham and Sarah
you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the 
wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. 
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
and life.  

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat:
This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider and People:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation 
this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of 
our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage
of your daughters and sons, that with Saint Paul and all your saints, past, present, and 
yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Presider: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:
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The Breaking of the Bread

Presider:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

      
   Those with us online, during these next moments of meditation, wherever you are, 

receive God’s gifts to you. 
We share spiritual communion today. 
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Communion Hymn 115     What Child is This, Who, Laid to Rest                    
                    Here & next page.
                       The Hymnal 1982 - #115 What child is this, who, laid to rest
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 What Child is This, Who, Laid to Rest                                        cont’d.

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on MaryÕs lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the son of Mary.
2 Why lies he in such mean estate

where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here

the silent Word is pleading.
Refrain

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
come, peasant, king, to own him;

the King of kings salvation brings,
let loving hearts enthrone him.

Refrain

Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.

If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.

If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.

The Hymnal 1982 - #115 What child is this, who, laid to rest



Post Communion Prayer

Presider: Let us pray.

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a 
people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and 
continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen.

Blessing

Closing Hymn 117    Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning          
 Here & next page.

The Hymnal 1982 - #117 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning
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Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning       cont’d.

Dismissal

Presider:   God’s Blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you,the Spirit’s outpouring 
          be with you, now and always. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People:    Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR ON ZOOM IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE SERVICE!
ALL ARE WELCOME.

The Hymnal 1982 - #117 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning
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 Offertory - Thank you for giving!
 Please drop your offering in the church’s mailbox or mail it to:

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
415 S. 18th Street

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Annual Parish Meeting
Our Parish Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 17, 2021 following the 9:30 
a.m. worship service. Please plan to join us on zoom for this opportunity to celebrate and 
reflect on what we have done and to pray our way forward together. 

    Celebrations and Thanksgiving of Life
Submit your celebrations of birthdays and other life events to be read aloud in the service 
via email (stpaulmv@comcast.net) by Wednesday afternoons at 2:00 p.m.

Your Vestry members request your prayers for this congregation and their leadership. They want 
to be in conversation with you. Speak with them so they know the needs of the congregation: 
Bonnie Schuh          Susan Cooper    Sandy McDougall
Dan Niven    Sara Young   Margaret Bird

St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list. 
Please email Penny Worrell at penny.worrell@gmail.com.

     All music used during this service is licensed for online streaming through OneLicense.net #A-725912  
Cover imgae: http://pbpcsermons.blogspot.com/2015/12/lessons-from-magi-matthew-21-12-by-rev.html
Page 16 image: “Three Kings O Come Let us Adore Him” by Jen Norton https://fineartamerica.com/featured/
three-kings-o-come-let-us-adore-him-jen-norton.html21



Where are we on the Liturgical Calendar? – Epiphany!

With the First Sunday in Advent, we begin one of two major cycles of the Church 
year: Advent-Christmas-Epiphany (the Incarnation Cycle). The other major cycle is 
Lent-Holy Week-Easter (the Paschal or Resurrection Cycle). In our liturgies, seasonal 
changes in scripture readings, liturgical texts, music and practice, along with colors 
and ornamentation, reveal each season’s meaning within the overall shape of the cycle 
of which it is a part.

Advent means “arrival” and “coming.” Advent’s readings weave together the three 
comings of Christ: in the past, in history, as a baby born in Bethlehem; in the future, 
at the end of all history, to bring in God’s kingdom; and in the present, today and 
every day, in the Word and Bread and Wine of the Eucharist, in friend and stranger, 
in the ordinary moments of living, in our hearts. Advent is a season of waiting and 
expectation, hoping and yearning, looking for, preparing for, the coming of Christ.

At Christmas, God’s promise of salvation is revealed in the birth of Jesus. The unlikely 
and wondrous gift is given—Incarnation! – God’s Word made flesh. And the Word 
God has spoken in Incarnation is Love. Christmas is a season of amazement and 
celebration of Emmanuel, God’s Love come among us in Christ.

Epiphany means “appearance, manifestation.” We hear stories of God revealed in Jesus, 
God in a human being made manifest. The season begins with the visit of the magi 
to the manger on the Feast of Epiphany and the baptism of Jesus on the first Sunday 
after. It ends with the vision of Jesus transfigured on the mountaintop, shot through 
with the glory of his divinity. Epiphany is a season of growing revelation and 
realization of what Advent points to and Christmas makes reality – that over 2,000 
years ago, in the little town of Bethlehem, in a baby in a manger, God’s grace, mercy, 
justice and peace came into the world in human form and lived among us as one of 
us. And human possibilities and potential were forever changed.

Long ago, God spoke to us through the prophets, but now God has spoken to us by 
a Son. May we be blessed in our Advent preparations, Christmas celebrations and 
Epiphany discoveries, drawn ever more deeply into the mystery of God in Christ.

The liturgical color of green is used on vestments, representing the green things of 
God’s earth and referring to growth of the spirit of God within us in response to 
Christ’s coming at Christmas. 22



Th e Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel  206-325-4200           grickel@ecww.org
   Bishop

The Reverend Paul Moore  254-368-6475           padrequiteno@gmail.com  
  Rector

The Reverend Dennis Taylor  360-661-1551           deacon2rn@comcast.net  
  Deacon / Faith Community Nurse

David Sloat    713-834-4335          dsloat617@msn.com
  Organist and Music Director

St. Paul’s Office    360-424-1822  
 Parish Administrator            stpaulmv@comcast.net 

  Bookkeeper             spbookkeeper@comcast.net

If you would like to receive our e-news, please send a message to stpaulmv@comcast.net. 

Welcome to Saint Paul’s!

We hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing.  
Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish.  The 

prayer book gives directions as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines.  
What is more important is that you bring your complete self to worship God. 

Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table.  During the pandemic, 
we share Communion in spirit.  We ask that those worshiping with us online reverently pray 

and meditate on God’s grace and blessing whenever you observe the Eucharist being taken.


