SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
We believe that God is healing and restoring the world,
and that we are recipients of and participants in that healing and restoration.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 2021
THE HOLY NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
415 SOUTH 18TH ST., MOUNT VERNON WA 98274-4658
360-424-1822
E-MAIL: STPAULMV@COMCAST.NET
WEBSITE: WWW.STPAULSMV.ORG

Morning Prayer, Rite II
Welcome and Announcements
Please stand as you are able.

Opening Hymn 467
Sing, My Soul, His Wondrous Love
The Hymnal 1982 - #467 Sing, my soul, his wondrous love

1 Sing, my soul, his wondrous love,
who, from yon bright throne above,
ever watchful oÕer our race,
still to us extends his grace.
1
2 Heaven and earth by him were made;
all is by his scepter swayed;
what are we that he should show

Opening Sentence
Officiant: Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy, which will come to all the
people; for unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.
Luke 2:10, 11

Confession of Sin
The Officiant says to the people:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Officiant stands and says:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.
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The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand, as able.

Officiant: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People:

Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
Officiant: Alleluia! To us a child is born:
People: O come, let us adore him. Alleluia!

Officiant and People:

Jubilate

Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
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For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

The people are seated.

Psalm 8:4-9
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Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

Numbers 6:22-27
The people remain seated.

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you
shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them,
The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

Silence.

All stand, as able.
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Canticle 11

The Third Song of Isaiah

Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19

Surge, illuminare

Arise, shine, for your light has come, *
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.
But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.
Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.
Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Philippians 2:5-11
The people are seated.

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death-even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Silence.

All stand, as able.

Canticle 15

The Song of Mary

Luke 1:46-55

Magnificat

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Creator, and to the Redeemer, and to the Sanctifier: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Luke 2:15-21
The people are seated.

Officiant: A reading from the Gospel of Luke.
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them. After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was
conceived in the womb.
Officiant: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

Silence.

All stand, as able.
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Canticle 20

Glory to God

Gloria in excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The people are seated.

The Sermon

Rev. Paul Moore
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Hymn 644
How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
The Hymnal 1982 - #644 How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds

1 How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds
in a believerÕs ear!
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,
and drives away our fear.
2 It makes the wounded spirit whole,
and calms the troubled breast;
Õtis manna to the hungry soul,
and to the weary, rest.
3 Dear Name, the rock on which I build,
my shield and hiding-place,
my never-failing treasury, filled
with boundless stores of grace!
11 4 O Jesus! Shepherd, Guardian, Friend,
O Prophet, Priest, and King,
my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,

Apostles’ Creed
All stand, as able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
All stand, as able.

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.
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Officiant and People:
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The Officiant and People say responsively:

V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold them, now and always.
Day by day we bless you;
We praise your name for ever.
Lord, keep us from all sin today;
Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.
Lord, show us your love and mercy;
For we put our trust in you.
In you, Lord, is our hope;
And we shall never hope in vain.

Collects
Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be the sign
of our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of
the world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection
of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that
the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having
done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice
to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and
to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this
new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be
overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer want and anxiety from
lack of work. Guide the people of this land so to use our public and private wealth
that all may find suitable and fulfilling employment, and receive just payment for
their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in
quietness and confidence shall be our strength: By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we
pray thee, to thy presence, where we may be still and know that thou art God; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we
offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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Hymn
437 1982 - #437 Tell out,
Tellmy
out,
Mythe
Soul,
the Greatness
The Hymnal
soul,
greatness
of the Lordof the Lord
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Celebrations and Thanksgiving of Life
The Prayers of the People
The Reader and People pray responsively:

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence.
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The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People:

Almighty God, Source of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us
in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
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Closing Hymn 435
At the Name of Jesus
The Hymnal 1982 - #435 At the Name of Jesus
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1 At the Name of Jesus
every knee shall bow,

Officiant: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than
we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20,21

Offertory - Thank you for giving!
Please drop your offering in the church’s mailbox or mail it to:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
415 S. 18th Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Annual Parish Meeting
Our Parish Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 17, 2021 following the 9:30
a.m. worship service. Please plan to join us on zoom for this opportunity to celebrate and
reflect on what we have done and to pray our way forward together.
Celebrations and Thanksgiving of Life
Submit your celebrations of birthdays and other life events to be read aloud in the service
via email (stpaulmv@comcast.net) by Wednesday afternoons at 2:00 p.m.

Your Vestry members request your prayers for this congregation and their leadership. They want
to be in conversation with you. Speak with them so they know the needs of the congregation:
Bonnie Schuh
Susan Cooper
Sandy McDougall
Dan Niven
Sara Young
Margaret Bird

St. Paul’s Prayer Team prays daily for those on the prayer list.
Please email Penny Worrell at penny.worrell@gmail.com.
All music used during this service is licensed for online streaming through OneLicense.net #A-725912
Cover image: “God With Us Gold Script Baby” https://shop.churchmotiongraphics.com/preview/template/god-withus-gold-script-baby
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https://www.agnusday.org/comics/755/luke-02-15-21-2016
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The Feast of the Holy Name
The Feast of the Holy Name has deep roots and a short tree. It begins in the ancient Hebrew
tradition of infusing names with meanings about the character or history of the bearer. The
name “Jacob” means “Grasper,” and he is known for how he cheated his elder twin out of his
birthright. After his wrestling match with the angel, Jacob’s name is changed to “Israel,” or “The
one who contends with God.” As the third and last Patriarch, his name became associated with
the people itself.
Jesus’ name is given to Joseph in a dream before his birth. It is a variation of Joshua, a shortened
form of “Yehoshua,” meaning “YHWH (God) is salvation.” In Acts chapter 4 we see Peter heal a
lame man “in the name of Jesus.” Jesus himself promised that where two or three were gathered
in “his name” he would be there among them. To invoke the name of Jesus was to invoke the
presence and power of Jesus. This has been the practice of the church through the ages.
In the 15th century the Roman Catholic church instituted the celebration of the Feast of the Holy
Name, calculated to be 8 days after the Nativity, the day on which Jesus was circumcised and
officially named. (An alternate date was January 3, based on an earlier calendar.) It was adopted
by a number of Protestant churches as well, including our own.
Today we have similar concepts, though not as profound. When I sign my legal name, I am
binding myself to whatever I sign. The scribbles on the page link the action documented to me;
they invoke my presence, in a sense. However, whereas my signature merely invokes my legal
standing and could actually be forged, to invoke the name of Jesus is to invoke the very presence
of the second Person of the Trinity. That’s a bigger idea that cannot be forged. In Philippians 2
the writer identifies the name of Jesus as that to which all else will ultimately bow. In modern
language we might say something like, “for a Christian to invoke the name of Jesus is to invoke
the very source and foundation of existence.”
But there is more. Invoking the presence of someone implies that the person is absent until
invoked. God, on the other hand, is always present, and by extension, the Son of God. When
we invoke Jesus’ name what, then, are we invoking? Are we not calling our own deep selves to
become aware of what is already here? That inner deep place is where God and we commune.
When we invoke Jesus’ name we are calling on our own inner heart to recognize who we are in
Christ—that God has caught us up in the divine name as well.
How should we then live? As bearer of the Name of God as we know God in Jesus.
The celebration of the Feast of the Holy Name is a celebration of the deepest and best of what
the Church is meant to be.
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Welcome to Saint Paul’s!

W

e hope that your worship with us will be both inspirational and spiritually nurturing.
Please feel free to participate in the worship service as much or as little as you wish. The
prayer book gives directions as to when we stand, sit, or occasionally kneel; these are guidelines.
What is more important is that you bring your complete self to worship God.

E

veryone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table. During the pandemic,
we share Communion in spirit. We ask that those worshiping with us online reverently pray
and meditate on God’s grace and blessing whenever you observe the Eucharist being taken.

The Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel
Bishop

206-325-4200

grickel@ecww.org

The Reverend Paul Moore
Rector

254-368-6475

padrequiteno@gmail.com

The Reverend Dennis Taylor
360-661-1551
Deacon / Faith Community Nurse

deacon2rn@comcast.net

David Sloat

dsloat617@msn.com

713-834-4335
Organist and Music Director

St. Paul’s Office

Parish Administrator
Bookkeeper

360-424-1822

stpaulmv@comcast.net

spbookkeeper@comcast.net

If you would like to receive our e-news, please send a message to stpaulmv@comcast.net.

